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Bridge Street and Oxford-Waterloo
bridges to be closed for about two years

Wilmot resident
organizes grassroots
group to help
displaced Ukrainian
refugees
By Veronica Reiner
A local grassroots group that started in Wilmot township is stepping up to help displaced
Ukrainians as the war with Russia rages on.
The group, called the Waterloo Region
Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian Crisis,
was organized by Wilmot resident, Stephanie
Goertz, after she learned that Canada would
be welcoming people fleeing from war.
She searched social media to find community
initiatives that might support refugees and
did not find any, so she decided to start one
herself.
“I think because of my experience working
with so many local organizations and helping them mobilize so many new initiatives, I
felt competent enough that I could just jump
in and do something when I found that there
was no other place for me to funnel my energy,” said Goertz.

Pictured is the Bridge Street bridge in its recent state. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Township of Wilmot agreed to
keep both the Bridge Street and Waterloo-Oxford bridges closed to vehicle
and pedestrian traffic after a collision in
February caused extensive damages to
the already deteriorating Bridge Street
structure.
Council decided during a virtual council
meeting on March 14. Public Works and
Engineering Director Jeff Molenhuis
recapped the two-vehicle collision that
occurred on the Bridge Street bridge on
February 2 that caused a vehicle fire and
subsequent closure of the structure.
“After further review from the town-

ship’s bridge engineer, it is recommended that this structure remain closed to
traffic,” said Molenhuis.

had already planned to close the bridge,
tear it out and replace it. Council endorsed that move in January.

The collision caused significant damage to the main load-carrying structure
of the bridge, as well as portions of the
barrier/railing system. Its structural capacity was also severely reduced due
to the damage inflicted to the diagonal
members at the third bay from the east
on the south side.

Due to the damage, it will now stay
closed until the reconstruction occurs,
rather than repairing and removing it
anyways. The repairs were estimated
by staff to have cost about $45,000 to
$65,000 and be finished around May.

The Bridge Street bridge is an older
structure in the township’s inventory,
and had been subject to extended closures from vehicle strikes and flood
damage in recent years. The township
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Staff estimated that construction of the
chosen route, full replacement, would
begin around June 27, following the
design, contract preparation, tendering
and council award of the replacement.
Continued on page 2

Goertz reached out to friends and community members that she felt might want to help
out, created a volunteer form, and organized
community meetings, including two at the
Wilmot Recreation Complex on March 11
and March 19.
“There have been a massive amount of people that have come out to the events that
have really created the energy,” noted Goertz.
The events were available online and in person. There were about 160 people registered
for the first event, and about 125 that showed
up virtually and online. For the second meeting, there were 145 registered and about 115
show up.
Discussions in the meetings revolve around
how to prepare for the incoming Ukrainian
community, such as fundraising, donations,
Continued on page 15

Salute To Our Farmers
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NEWS —
Bridge Street and Oxford-Waterloo bridges to be closed
for about two years

Signage was put up along Bridge Street to warn drivers of the closed bridge ahead.
Continued from page 1

strictions,” wrote Molenhuis in his report.

“It’s getting closer to getting done. Hopefully, it will get done on time,” said Mayor
Les Armstrong.

Minor repairs were planned for the
structure this year, but this will remain
closed until the Bridge Street bridge is
replaced. “Extended detouring onto Oxford-Waterloo would significantly impact
the bridge and road structure further,
and would need substantial repairs in
order to support the window and volume
of detouring, and may require mitigating
measures to control vehicle-type access
to the area,” wrote Molenhuis.

The township also closed the Waterloo-Oxford bridge after the collision due
to structural deficiencies and the expectation of increased traffic along the bridge.
“The Oxford-Waterloo bridge structure
is a similar structure to the Bridge Street
bridge, with reduced height and load re-

NEWS BRIEFS

Fatal collision in Zorra township

A serious collision in Zorra township caused a fatality on
March 18.
At about 2:50 p.m., the Ontario Provincial Police Oxford detachment received a report of a two vehicle collision at the
intersection of Oxford Road 96 and 37th Line.
Members of the Oxford OPP, Zorra Fire Services, Perth
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and Air ORNGE attended to assist. The investigation determined that two vehicles collided at that location.
The driver of one of the vehicles was transported to a local area hospital with serious injuries and was later pronounced deceased. The passenger from that same vehicle
was airlifted to the hospital with non life threatening injuries.
The driver of the second vehicle and all other passengers
were transported to a local hospital and treated for non life
threatening injuries.
The road was closed for several hours while the OPP West
Region Technical Collision Investigators were on scene.
Three recent stunt drivers in Perth County
The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) recently
charged three Kitchener drivers after they were stopped
while stunt driving in Perth County.
On March 5 at about 8 a.m., police stopped a vehicle on
Perth Line 86, east of Listowel, after it was found to be
travelling in excess of 140 kilometre an hour (km/h) in
an 80 km/h limit zone. A 28-year-old Kitchener man was
charged with "race motor vehicle - excess speed."
On March 15 at about 10 a.m., police observed a vehicle on
Perth Line 34 in the township of Perth East, travelling in
excess of 130 km/h in an 80 km/h limit zone. By the time

Here is the Oxford-Waterloo Bridge, also closed to traffic. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Staff estimate that the replacement of the
Bridge Street bridge will take about two
years once the project is tendered and
awarded.
For now, the local detour route will direct
drivers to Tye, Huron, and Puddicombe
roads to get back to Bridge Street. “These
roads have a collector road function, and
are suitable for detouring local traffic,”
wrote Molenhuis.
Councillor Cheryl Gordijk asked whether

the officer was able to safely conduct a traffic stop, the same
vehicle was also observed to be travelling more than 111
km/h in a 60 km/h limit zone. A 20-year-old Kitchener man
was charged with "race motor vehicle - excessive speed."
On March 16 at about 11 p.m., police stopped a vehicle
on Perth Line 86 in the municipality of North Perth after
it was found to be travelling in excess of 136 km/h in an
80 km/h limit zone. A 25-year-old Kitchener resident was
charged with "race motor vehicle - excessive speed."
In each case, police initiated a 30-day-driving suspension and 14-day vehicle impoundment as per statute. The
accused parties are scheduled to appear at the Ontario
Court of Justice in Stratford at a later date to answer to the
charges.
Last year, the province changed the stunt driving laws,
which saw a decrease in the threshold for what is considered racing to 40 km/h over the speed limit, or higher, on
roads with a posted speed limit of under 80 km/h.

the plan was to reopen both of the bridges
at the same time. Molenhuis confirmed.
“Essentially with Bridge Street, once it is
replaced and operational, then we would
look to seek either further reporting to
council or provide an open condition.”
It will cost about $3.5-million to replace
the Bridge Street bridge. The township
was awarded about $3-milllion by federal and provincial governments for this
project.

The OPP is reminding the public that victims of sexual assault and domestic violence are not alone. There are local
resources available to those in need, for example, Victim
Services Bruce Grey Perth at 1-866-376-9852. Those in an
immediate crisis should dial 911.
Pickup truck stolen
A red Dodge ram was stolen in East-Zorra Tavistock township on March 21.
At about 11:15 a..m, the Oxford detachment of the OPP
received a report of a stolen vehicle from an address on
Highway 59 in East-Zorra Tavistock.
Officers investigation determined that a pickup truck attended the address and an individual attached something
to a pickup truck that was parked at that location, then
towed it away from the property northbound.
The stolen vehicle is described as a red coloured 2008
Dodge Ram 2500 Mega Cab pickup truck.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at www.
opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anonymous
can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or leave an
anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com.

Surveillance footage is being reviewed in hopes to identify
the person(s) responsible for this theft. Anyone who may
have witnessed this or has any information about this ongoing investigation is asked to contact the Oxford OPP at
1-888-310-1122.

Domestic assault in Perth East

Those who wish to remain anonymous can submit an online tip to Crime Stoppers at www.oxfordcrimestopers.com
or call 1-800-222-8477.

A 63-year-old Perth East resident was charged after a person was assaulted during a domestic occurrence.
On March 4, police responded to a report of a domestic incident that was occurring at an address in Perth East township. During the investigation, it was determined that one
person had assaulted the other. The victim was not injured.
The 63-year-old Perth East resident was arrested and
charged with "assault - spousal," and "utter threats - cause
death or bodily harm."
The accused was released from custody and is scheduled to
appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a later
date to answer to the charges.

Threats and mischief charges in Perth East
A 28-year-old Perth East man was charged with mischief
and threats on March 8.
Just before 3 a.m., the Perth County OPP were called to
Milverton for a person who was threatening others and
damaging property. One person was taken into custody.
The 28-year-old Perth East resident was charged with
“mischief - destroys or damages property,” and “uttering
threats - cause death or bodily harm.”
The accused was held in custody pending a bail hearing.
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FEATURE —

Moving on after 27 years – Deb Schurink passes
the library torch
By Lee Griffi
It’s the end of an era at the Tavistock
Public Library. Well, sort of. Deb Schurink
has been at the helm as Librarian for 27
years, and while she is passing the torch
to a new leader, she is sticking around to
help the transition.
“I started back in 1995 at the old building
on Maria Street, and at that time, the library was only open 14 hours per week.
It worked out well for me because I had a
two, seven, and ten-year-old. Now I have
six grandchildren,” she says.
Looking back on her long career, she says
by far her number one highlight is when
the new building on Woodstock Street
opened. “We have been here now for 12
years, and we can offer so many more programs because the old building wasn’t accessible. We used to have programs down
in the basement so people would have to
come up the outside steps then down another set of steps to the basement.” She
says the next step was a computer with
a CD-ROM that had the book titles on,
which meant no more card catalogues.
“But by the time the CD was shipped to us,
it was already outdated.”
As for where the library is today, Schurink
says they are totally up to date with
their technology. “We’ve got everything.
Computers here for the public to use, all
kinds of resources available online. You
just need to use your library card to download books, movies, and music.” She adds
that with COVID, all programs have been
running virtually. “We’ve got a great team
in Ingersoll that makes videos, and in one
way, it’s better since it reaches everyone
who can’t leave their houses, but there are
those who want to see other people, so we
hope to get our in-person programs back
for April.”
The library has opened to the public again;
something Schurink says she couldn’t be
happier about. “I had some kids in today,
and now they are in grade one, and I haven’t seen them in two years, and they are
six inches taller!”
While retiring from the lead role in
August, she does one shift on Tuesdays as

a substitute supervisor to help Amy Coles,
the new Librarian. “She is taking over as
the decision maker. She has her credentials and is fitting right in, and is going to
offer wonderful new programs and events.
She is young, energetic, and full of ideas.”
She adds she will be able to bring her
grandkids into the programs instead of
being the one offering them.
Coles graduated with a Masters of Library
Sciences in 2019 and then went to work for
the Woodstock Library as an Information
Services Librarian. “That was a contract
position for a year, and I did some adult
programming and book purchasing.” Coles
just moved to the area and resides in
Ingersoll, and she says it’s been nice to get
to know the community.
She’s looking forward to a return to normalcy at the library, and even adding new
programs. “We are hoping to start slowly
bringing back children’s programming
next month and then move on to adult
programming. Our Tales with Tots was
very popular, which is our toddler storytime, and we are looking to bring that back
next month. Our craft and music programs
have also been very popular, and maybe
we can start those up in the summer. I’d
also like to start more programs for seniors in the area since there really isn’t
a community centre nearby other than
Stratford or Woodstock.”
Coles also says she’d like to offer more
computer training. “I think a Canva program could be fun, showing people how to
make greeting cards or promotional materials, just very user-friendly programs that
people who don’t use computers all the
time might not know about.” There can be
a small cost to some of the library’s programs but for the most part, they are free.
As for her first impressions of Tavistock,
Coles has nothing but positive things to
say. “I’m still getting used to the smalltown environment. A lot of names to learn,
and everybody knows everybody, but everyone has been so nice so far.”
The Tavistock Public Library is open on
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Thursdays
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Left, Amy Coles, the new librarian, taking over the role from the Deb Schurink, who is retiring. (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)
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OPINION —

PERSPECTIVES: Farmers Progress
a wagon onto the front part of it.
That was my first view of a laborious farming duty.
Several days later in another
barn, retired farmer Abe Nahrgang, in volunteering to help at
another threshing, had his arm
caught in the moving belt and
needed an amputation as a result. It was a lesson for me of the
hazards of farming and the need
for vigilance at that work.

By Ernie Ritz
The sound of a powerful engine
woke me from a deep sleep, and
on looking out the window across
the street from our home that
summer morning, I saw a tractor
with a bouncing belt connected
to something inside the neighbour’s barn.
After a hurried breakfast, I ran
across the street to see a threshing operation as it was in the
early 1930’s. Partly inside the
barn was what then was called
a threshing machine. Men were
throwing sheaves of grain from

Still later in the season, at the
site of the earlier threshing, I
witnessed another of the farming
practices of that time. A butchering was in progress, and the
pig had already been killed and
was hanging on a tripod. I was
allowed to watch as the carcass
was being cut apart. Here was a
lesson in animal anatomy and
where our meat on the table had
originated.
Years later, my first part in a
threshing operation occurred.
My brother had “volunteered” me
to help a relative on his farm. He

had banded together with two
neighbours to buy an ancient
thresher. Set up in a field outside,
my part was to hold the grain
bags as they were filled from the
spout of the grain pipe. It went
well till the wind changed, and I
began receiving the dust clouds
from the grain. That left me with
much breathing discomfort for
nearly a week.
There were other similar events
to help educate me in the trials
which often face farm people.
Hoeing seemingly endless rows
of turnips in a hot sun was not
enjoyable. Years later, while in
the Air Force in World War 2 at
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan,
area farmers there in desperate need of workers asked for
help from airmen to stook grain
sheaves. A dozen of us were ordered into a field and began
stooking by hand without gloves
for our rather tender hands.
Sheaves were loaded with thistles, and soon my hands were raw
and painful. Thankfully, the next

day put us back at the airfield
and confirmed my thinking that
farming could be left to those
who wished to do that work.
Small fields marked off by hedgerows changed to larger fields
and different crops. Instead of
horse-drawn wagons with grain
sheaves headed for threshing in
the barn, large combines with
diesel engines of 100 horsepower were developed to cut a swath
up to twelve feet. Though costing
as much as a half-million dollars,
one of them can harvest about
150 acres or more per day under
good conditions. The combine
cuts, threshes, and discharges
grain, straw and chaff on one
operation. Some have the luxury
of air-conditioned cabins with a
two-way cell phone connection
with the house. Savings in time
and labour are effective in more
productive farming. In Western
Canada, one three-person group
farmed nearly 3000 acres in a
large-scale operation in a most
efficient manner. A sea of canola

seemed to stretch to the horizon.
Organic farming has resulted in
foods free of many aspects of
contamination, pesticides and
many operators strive for high
quality varieties and better nutrition.
Farmers
in
the
long-gone
days who kept their records in
hand-written books by lamplight
now sit in comfortable home offices in front of computers which
are much more efficient and
helpful in recording, planning
and selling their products.
We salute the farmers of today,
whom we like to regard as Managers of the Magic of Growth as
they provide the food we need
that we do not and cannot produce for ourselves. May they live
long and prosper as we enjoy the
fruits of their labours.
Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of
Wilmot, a former newspaper editor, and local historian.

REOPENING ONTARIO: The End of the Pandemic?
something does not make it true.
What we do know is, despite the
desire to return to old habits, we
need to stay the course of collective efforts to provide the best
care possible to the most vulnerable individuals in our society.

By Steven E. Harrison
Perhaps the best way to start
is to provide some clarity: the
COVID-19 pandemic is not over.
Despite political and social will
affirm the end of the pandemic,
it is far from over. We do not control our micro-environment in
this manner, and simply stating

We have taken this approach at
TCMH throughout the pandemic, and at times it has been controversial. Across TCMH will be
maintaining mask mandates for
the foreseeable future – staff and
visitors alike will be expected to
wear a surgical mask to protect
the individuals in our care and
to protect our staff. Although
general mandates have been removed, clear evidence from the
medical community and public health officials tells us that
wearing masks is something we
should continue: and at TCMH,

we will. We have also taken the
steps to create new outdoor
spaces for safely distanced gatherings, invested in our infrastructure to deploy HEPA filtration systems where appropriate,
and upgraded both planning and
training for our teams on the
path towards post-COVID recovery.
On our path to recovery, we are
looking at all our programs and
supports. The province has added additional resources and expectations related to the model
of care for seniors in Long-Term
Care. This equates to additional
hours of care added incrementally over the next few years to
a total of four hours of care per
day for these residents. We are
working on this plan in lockstep
with the province. These en-

hancements were recommended
in the late 1990’s, so the investment now is seen as boon for
those in care across the entire
Long-Term Care system.
Across the TCMH campuses of
care, the enhanced hours of care
will equate to a shift in focus,
and where possible, we will look
to extend these supports to those
in retirement home environment
as well. Our initial focus will remain solely on long-term care
with an expanded focus toward
retirement afterward. For our independent living environments,
the reopening of Ontario will
create the opportunity to re-engage, like all Ontarians, into a
world with fewer restrictions. A
welcomed shift for many.
At TCMH, we strive to live our

Mission of Making Every Day
Matter. We balance our mission, vision, and values against
new definitions of engagement,
compassion, safety, security, and
the provision of care to society’s
most vulnerable. Beyond this, it
is an alignment of what we do
with a new normal that has yet
to be fully defined. Our mission will not change, but how
we go about doing it may. With
our core values in place, we will
look to the future with a holistic
collective approach. Change is
ever-present, and although we
have an idea of what we want to
achieve, the journey to achieve it
is less clear.
Steve Harrison is the Chief Executive Officer of Tri-County Mennonite Homes in New Hamburg.

Letter to the Editor:
Dear editor,

aggregate product per year as is consumed.

With March 22nd being World Water Day, it is important to consider the threat to Ontario's water resources
arising from gravel mining operations.

And yet, the industry continues to apply for more licences in community after community, destroying
more farmland and jeopardizing more water resources.

Gravel mining in Ontario threatens groundwater
aquifers and uses large volumes of water to wash
gravel. There are more than 6,000 pits and quarries in
Ontario that are licenced to produce 13 times as much

At a time when climate change is also threatening
water, the madness of this wild west style of resource
exploitation has to stop. It's time for a moratorium on

new gravel mining approvals until an independent
panel of experts (including Indigenous Leaders) can
conduct a review and make recommendations that
guarantee that gravel mining does not compromise
groundwater for future generations.
Douglas Tripp,
Stratford

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
Go to www.wilmotpost.ca or email us at info@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com (200 words or less)
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TRAVEL —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A great place to connect with Indigenous culture
intriguing afternoon at Mādahòkì
Farm, outside Ottawa, where my
education continued at warp
speed.

By Paul Knowles
When it comes to an understanding the culture and issues
of Canada’s Indigenous peoples,
most of us have a lot to learn. As
a self-confessed old white guy
– a beneficiary of an incredible
amount of privilege – I am trying
to make that effort.
That means, for me, reading a
lot – like Wab Kinew’s riveting
memoire, “The Reason You Walk.”
It means talking to Indigenous
people, including the folks at the
Shingwauk Residential Schools
Centre at Algoma University,
which I wrote about in an earlier
column.
And most recently, it meant an

I got to share a bowl of bison chili
with Mādahòkì founder Trina
Mather-Simard – and I learned.
I had a long conversation with
the amazing Anishinabe artist
Rhonda Snow – and I learned. I
saw Ojibwe spirit horses – and I
learned. I watched native dancers – and when I later congratulated one on his “costume,” I
quickly learned the right word
– “regalia.”
Mādahòkì – which means “to
share the land” – is intended to
be a safe space where Indigenous communities can reconnect
with the land through both healing and wellness programs and
social enterprise opportunities.
And it is an ideal space for those
of us with everything to learn to
connect with Indigenous culture,
because it is also the year-round
home to an Indigenous Marketplace that promotes products
made by Indigenous artisans,
open five days a week. The Farm
is also permanent home of five
endangered Ojibwe Spirit Horses; the story of these hardy an-

An Indigenous dancer on stage at Mādahòkì Farm.

imals is a book unto itself. The
Farm also welcomes group tours.
As well, the Farm is the new
home of four Indigenous Festivals celebrating the seasons:
Sïgwan (Spring), Tagwàgi (Autumn), Pibòn (Winter) and an
annual Summer Solstice Indigenous Festival. For visitors, these
festivals offer the optimum opportunity to experience the best
in entertainment – and important
teachings – that Mādahòkì has to
offer. The Spring Festival is coming up soon – March 25-27, and
includes dance, an art workshop,
hand drumming, Indigenous performances, horse-drawn wagon
rides, and Ojibwe Spirit Horse
stories, by Rhonda Snow. Rhonda
is an amazing artist, and a person completely dedicated to the
welfare of these fascinating, endangered horses. There are five
Spirit Horses at Mādahòkì, and
Rhonda also cares for her own
horses at her home in northwestern Ontario. She tells their
story to any and all who will listen – “telling” in words, but even
more powerfully, showing, in her
dramatic paintings, all of which
incorporate the Spirit Horses.
Art is a deeply spiritual exercise
for Rhonda – she told me that she

never paints an image until it has
come to her in a dream. There is a
delicious irony to this new, Indigenous enterprise. As of last October, the 164-acre farm was leased
to Mather-Simard and her organization, by the National Capital
Commission, for a 25-year term.
But earlier in its history, the farm
was a dude-ranch resort, dubbed
the “Lone Star Ranch,” and used
for corporate training events and
other activities. The place has
come a long way from the stereotypes of a dude ranch. And
by the way, the address is located
at 4420 W Hunt Club Road, Nepean, but don’t rely on your GSP
– the place is so new, it probably doesn’t exist on your device.
And the entrance looks, not surprisingly, remarkably like a farm
lane.
Opening Mādahòkì Farm was a
quick and courageous decision
by Trina Mather-Simard, an energetic Ojibwe whose resumé
includes experience as an entrepreneur, events presenter, and
social enterprise operator. She
organized the summer solstice
festival on another site until
this year, but when she became
aware of the availability of the
farm – just last August – she saw

an opportunity she could not refuse. It is a perfect site for festivals, marketing, and shared land,
as well as a home for the Spirit Horses, for which she shares
Rhonda Snow’s passion.
She’s actually passionate about a
lot of things, from horses to art
to cuisine. She points to a lack of
opportunity for Indigenous chefs
to learn their trade, at least partially because of the lack of land
on which to grow ingredients
essential to Indigenous cuisine.
Mādahòkì Farm begins to answer
that need – and my sampling of
bison chili, bannock, and cedar
wildberry chai tea suggests that
things are going very well, thank
you.
After my afternoon at Mādahòkì
Farm, am I an expert on all things
Indigenous? Of course not. But I
know more than I did, I enjoyed
the visit enormously, and I highly recommend Mādahòkì Farm
to everyone visiting the Ottawa
area.
Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking engagements, email pknowles@golden.net.

Visitors to festivals get lots of open-air adventures, including horse-drawn wagon rides.
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COMMUNITY —
WRDSB’s director wants to shake up education for a
more connected and equitable future
jeewan chanicka says it’s time to change education so all students can be better prepared for a rapidly
evolving world
feel like they have to hold back who they
are because they will be harmed in some
way. There are things that they can’t
hide, like your skin colour, for example.
They’re able to be in a space and be able
to be their full self.

By Nigel Gordijk
jeewan chanicka joined Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB)
as director of education in August 2021.
Prior to that, he served as a York Region
District School Board principal, as Superintendent for Equity, Anti-Racism,
Anti-Oppression with the Toronto District School Board, and at the Ontario
Ministry of Education.

The point of equity work is not to make
people who are white feel bad about being white. Equity work doesn’t want anybody to feel bad about their identity. Our
identities are huge parts of who we are.

He spoke with The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette about the first six months in his
current role.

What’s a positive highlight as WRDSB
director so far?

What have you discovered since you
became director, and what are you hoping to accomplish?
One of the things that was really important was to think about how we
can engage the multiple communities
that comprise Waterloo Region District
School Board. Part of that required me
to get to know the landscape of Waterloo
Region.
Since October, (I’ve) been going out to
schools to meet students, staff, sometimes families, and I started in the
townships. It was really important to
get out into the townships and hear
what people were feeling and thinking,
what mattered to them, and to think
about, as we grow as a district, how do
we make sure those voices are included?
There are a lot of assets in our rural
communities that we can really learn
from. My grandparents were farmers, so
I grew up on farms and on the land. For
us, it was dairy, but we also had sheep
and ducks and chickens. We also grew a
lot of fruits and vegetables. Every summer, it’s still the thing that I do. I grow a
lot of my own food.
We’re preparing kids for life in a very
different world than the one you and I
graduated into. They don’t talk about,
when they graduate, wanting to live in
the same community and do the same
kinds of jobs. They’re looking at (other) countries because of how connected
everything is. So, what are the skill sets

WRDSB’s director of education, jeewan chanicka: “If you’re here in Waterloo Region, you belong here, and you belong here in the fullness of whoever you are.” (Photo credit: WRDSB)

and competencies that children need
for that world?
Education as an entire sector is a couple
hundred years old. We haven’t drastically changed anything, but they’re going
out into a world with all kinds of challenges that we never had to think about,
where they’re exposed to so much information that we never had access to.
We needed to memorize information,
because if we didn’t know it, we wouldn’t
have it when we were out in the work
field. Now, they have these things (holds
up his cellphone), and they can give you
all of the answers to everything. Those
are definite challenges.
We help ensure that the children who
are successful in the system the way
it’s set up continue to be successful, but
recognize that it hasn’t worked for all
children. That provides a challenge, but
I think that being in Waterloo Region,
Canada’s innovation hub, the challenge
is actually our opportunity. We have a
chance to do things differently that will
help set us apart in the world.
There have been incidents of racism in
local schools over the years. How do we
deal with this to protect children?

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette
119 Woodstock Street, South,

Tavistock, Ontario, P.O. Box 389, NOB 2RO

info@wilmotpost.ca | tavistockgazette@rogers.com

www.wilmotpost.ca | 519-655-2341

As an education system, we’re part of a
wider society. Systemic racism is a reality. I experienced it growing up, and I still
experience it even now, as the director.
It’s not a strange thing for me to hear
that. Students experience that.
We recently set up the Indigenous, Equity, and Human Rights Department, and
we now have a reporting tool in place
that people can access.
If you’re here in Waterloo Region, you
belong here, and you belong here in the
fullness of whoever you are. It could be
multiple things that are all combined
together: queer and trans children, children who are coming out of poverty, the
non-neurotypical kids who don’t live the
same way as everyone else.
I come at this both professionally as
the director, but also as a father of
two boys who are racialized – Black –
during their high school career, and the
challenges that they face. (I’m the) father of a child with special needs, and
know what parents go through, so I’m
constantly reflecting on what else can
we do better, what’s going well, and
then how do we keep strengthening it?
We have to make sure that our schools
are inclusive. I don’t want any child to
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We have about 122 schools in our district, and one of the things that I’ve
been committed to has been to getting
to know the region and getting out to
them almost every week. That has been
absolutely my most favourite thing. I’m
now at about 118. I’ve met grandmas
and grandpas, and moms and dads, hundreds of students.
There’s a deep commitment among staff
to try to do better for all students. That’s
been really heartening to be able to hear
and see.
One final, obvious question: Why do
you spell your name all lowercase?
I’ve been doing that for years now, and
since I took this role, it’s been one of the
most asked questions.
It’s the way that I decentre myself. It
comes from Indigenous ways of knowing, and the idea that when we think
about ourselves, we capitalize our names
in English. There’s this idea of importance and being “more than.” We don’t
capitalize grass, or trees, or animals, or
rivers, or oceans.
It’s important that we understand our
place in the world. We are part of a symbiotic system; we’re all part of an ecosystem. I’m not more important than the
water that flows in the river.
As I have been going out, students love
to ask me that question. When I explain
to them, they’re like, “Yeah, that makes
sense.”
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Artisans Unzipped: New Dundee potter’s creative
thinking helps to showcase local artists at TheMuseum
Local potter Rosemary Arthurs uses publicity for The Rolling Stones UNZIPPED exhibition to draw attention
to local creative work at an artisan market
on the art, music and fashion during the
Stones’ six-decade career and local creative talent.

By Nigel Gordijk
Artistic professionals from Wilmot and
beyond will be showcasing their work
at an artisan market inside TheMuseum
in Kitchener on Saturday, March 26. It’s
hoped that visitors to the popular Rolling Stones UNZIPPED exhibition that’s
currently on display will also take time to
browse the unique creative wares.
New Dundee potter Rosemary Arthurs
set the wheels in motion to make the
event happen after she heard TheMuseum’s CEO David Marskell on CBC Radio, discussing a $100,000 grant that had
been awarded by the Region of Waterloo
to help cover the exhibition’s marketing
costs. She wondered how that attention
could be used to support small businesses like hers that are outside of Kitchener.
“He said in his interview that he wanted to include the region somehow, so I
thought maybe the township could get
involved in a good way,” she recollected.
“I called him, and he sounded eager to
involve people.”
She contacted her local councillor, Angie Hallman, whom she thought could
use her own community network to help
bring the idea to fruition.
“That led to David (Marskell) and me
having a conversation about doing a vendors’ market at TheMuseum,” said Hallman. “It will showcase local artisans and
what they offer. He was pretty excited
about that.”
Hallman

collaborated

with

Rachael

“There’s definitely a really nice connection there. Art is such a big part of this
exhibit. Our whole fourth floor is displaying the wonderful artwork over the years
of The Stones.”
UNZIPPED features work by Andy Warhol, Alexander McQueen, Prada, Dior,
and Martin Scorsese, and Stones’ guitarist Ronnie Wood has a concurrent exhibition of his paintings in TheMuseum’s
Uptown Waterloo gallery.

Potter Rosemary Arthurs in her New Dundee studio, where she created work that will be
showcased at an artisan market in TheMuseum. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)

Kuntz, TheMuseum’s Adult Programming
Manager, to recruit local artisans for the
event, offering them the space for free.
People who pay for the UNZIPPED exhibition will be able to explore the market
when they visit. Members of the public
who only want to see the vendors can pay
$5 to attend the market only.
TheMuseum, at 10 King St. W., Kitchener, is offering Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
readers a 25 per cent discount for tickets
to the UNZIPPED exhibition on March
26 and March 27, 2022. Guests can use
discount code TMARTMARKET25, either
at the door or at www.themuseum.ca, and

the code is valid for one use per guest.
Kuntz said, “We’ve had thousands of visitors, and about 40 per cent of those were
coming from other regions. We really
wanted to showcase the wonderful talent
of this region with that audience.”
Applications remain open to creatives
from the tri-cities and four townships in
the region, said Kuntz.
“We’re still getting a few, but there’s
a good representation for the various
townships, for sure.”
She suggested that there’s a natural link
between an exhibition that’s focussed

TheMuseum has been operating at less
than 50 per cent capacity due to public
health regulations, but Saturdays are still
the busiest day of the week, with several
hundred visitors expected.
Kuntz said, “We’re really hoping to have
a good crowd for the artists to be represented to.”
Arthurs thinks this will be an opportunity to help promote artisans like her.
“Generally, people don’t know that we exist, because we’re far out from the main
cities. The more involved people are in
arts and crafts, the better society is,” she
said, paraphrasing American curator, author and historian Glenn Adamson.
A positive outcome of the market would
be sales of her pottery, as well as “letting
people know that New Dundee is on the
map, that there are a few things happening in New Dundee.”

“A hidden gem”
Parties • Family Gatherings • Catering
Call Ahead. Cooked Fresh With Each Order

www.mariochangchicken.ca
mariochangchicken

73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm

Phone: 519-390-0060

Delivery Now
Available
Thursday Sunday

auto service
Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles
Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service
1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990 OKTIRE.COM

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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Four charged after drug bust in Perth County
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
charged four individuals with drug-related offences and
seized prohibited firearms after a drug trafficking investigation that culminated on March 14.
Shortly after 3 p.m., the Perth County OPP and the
Huron-Perth Community Street Crime Unit (CSCU)
conducted a traffic stop on Perth Line 34 in Perth East
Township, after a drug trafficking investigation in West
Perth.
The three occupants of the vehicle were found in possession of fentanyl, methamphetamine, heroin, as well
as drug trafficking paraphernalia, and cash. The estimated total value of the drugs is about $26,000.
The OPP also executed a Controlled Drugs and Substances Act Search Warrant at a residence on David
Street in the Municipality of West Perth. One person
was located inside and arrested. All four were arrested
on the same day, confirmed OPP officer Jillian Johnson.
As a result of the search warrant, police seized methamphetamine, psilocybin, two prohibited weapons, and
drug trafficking paraphernalia. Police say that further
investigation is ongoing in relation to identity docu-

ments found at the residence, which are believed to be
stolen.
A 28-year-old West Perth woman was hit with six different charges, four of which were drug-related, one of
which was possession of a prohibited device or ammunition for dangerous purpose, and one was fail to comply with probation order (three counts).
A 51-year-old St. Marys man and a 49-year-old West
Perth man were also charged with three drug-related
offences. Police say that the accused parties were held
in custody pending a bail hearing.
A 23-year-old West Perth man also faces two possession
charges, as well as possession of a prohibited device or
ammunition for dangerous purpose (two counts). Police say that the accused was released from custody and
scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in
Stratford at a later date to answer to the charges.
Anyone with information about this or any incident is
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at
www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anonymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or
leave an anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com.

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes

Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

Clive A. lAwry

PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX
PREPARATION
519-804-9697
info@arcadianprojects.ca
arcadianprojects.ca

519-655-3490 • 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock
Serving Tavistock and Area for 32 years!
Monday to Friday 9-5 • Saturdays 9-12
Evenings by appointment

Among the drugs seized include fentanyl, methamphetamine and heroin. (Photo contributed)
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Bacon Scrapins – “A Stop Sign Chat”
By Barry S. Wolfe

ture – like stop signs.”

Bacon Scrapins are the little bits of meat
left in the greasy fry pan. They’re tasty, but
the ‘nutrition’ needs searching for. This
tale is a bacon scrapin.

“I heard something about, ‘You know better how to spend your money than the government.’ so he’s giving it back.” I mused.

Warm days with clear blue skies are not
to be wasted and this one brought me, and
several others, out for a walk around our
‘9-stop-signs’ sized neighbourhood. If you
keep a steady pace, you can walk it in about
an hour, but stops to chat could take you all
day, which is how I met up with Harold at a
corner stop sign.
Harold is retired from a successful career
in business and is deemed by those in our
community to be a steady, usually discreet,
well-informed gentleman. So, after the
required courtesies about weather, I was
surprised when he said, “I guess they won’t
be replacing these stop signs anymore if
that fellow at Queen’s Park has his way!”
“What? No stop signs? What are you
talking about? I asked.
“Well, he’s decided to not charge for car license stickers. Just in time for the election
coming up in June. Those license renewal fees were to help pay for building and
maintaining roads and vehicle infrastruc-

Harold was getting unusually wound-up.
I could tell by his eyes. “Giving it back?
We know better? We know better how to
design, build and maintain roads? I ran a
business of over 200 people, and none of
us knew how to build a road, or run a hospital either. Government isn’t a business!”
“So, if the government isn’t a business,
what’s it for?” I probed.
“Humph! A business picks a target of select customers and it’s designed to make
a profit from them, as large a profit as it
can get away with on the market. Business won’t provide many of the services
that only governments can take the risk
on for everyone. A business is accountable
only to its owners, stock-holders, investors. They want profit. Governments have
to provide their services to everyone and
they don’t need to make a profit. In fact,
in many cases, they don’t even break even
on their costs through user fees, so we pay
taxes.”
“User fees and taxes!” I added.

“Sure. You pay taxes at a rate that your income puts you at. The more you make, the
higher the rate you pay; it’s called ‘equitable by ability’. Not equal, just ‘equitable.’
In return for taxes, everyone has equal
access to essential services, like hospitals,
fresh water, police and fire and emergency
services, roads – and stop signs. Fees are
paid by some users!”
“So, what’s the problem with eliminating
car license sticker fees? It will just come
out of our taxes we pay.” I suggested.
“All out of our taxes. The users’ sticker fees
were intended to be paid as a top-up by
those who drive on the roads. It helps pay
for the small government offices nearby
where you can get government documents
completed easily. No fees, you watch they’ll
start closing offices, making it harder to get
service. Then they’ll privatize it so some
insider can make a profit – like the 407
toll road. License fees subsidize road signs
that have to be replaced. We’ll have to pay

more in taxes to make up for the $1.1 billion lost user fees. Nothing’s free!” Harold
exclaimed.
“Isn’t it all just the same amount of money all coming from the same place - us?” I
asked.
“Absolutely! Except this blonde guy in
Queen’s Park is trying to ‘buy our vote’
with Ontario’s money. It’s the old con of
‘bait-and-switch’ by a Con. politician” he
concluded.
“What’s next?” I mused.
Harold had a suggestion. “What’s next?
These guys will use the no fee for a dangerous item like a vehicle, as a rationale to
eliminate any fees to register things even
more dangerous – like guns.
“Well, Harold, that makes my day warm
and fuzzy!” I commented as I turned, waved
and continued my walk with a scowl.

Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
Summer Student Opportunity Public
Works Department

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock is accepting applications for One
Summer Student position in the Public Works Department.
Notice of Study Commencement

Oxford County Transportation Master Plan Update
Oxford County has initiated a 2024 update of its current 2019 Transportation Master Plan (TMP).
What is the Transportation Master Plan?

We want to hear from you

The TMP is a long-term strategic transportation
planning document that lays out the County’s vision
and goals for its transportation system over the next 20
years. The TMP will consider:

As the Project Team reviews and updates the TMP,
it is important to engage with the public to identify the
community’s transportation needs and priorities.
Those interested in this study are invited to
participate by:

 Population and employment growth in the County;
 Accommodation of future transportation conditions

while also considering sustainable and multi-modal
transportation solutions (e.g., promoting active
transportation, transportation demand strategies,
and public transportation over single-occupant
vehicle trips); and

 Specific needs of the County, including people and
goods movement, along with agricultural mobility.

Parsons Inc. has been retained by Oxford County to
complete the TMP Update. Key objectives of the TMP
Update include:

 Assess existing and future transportation network

conditions and performance, with consideration to
travel demand and patterns;

 Identify needs of the transportation system and
develop policies to address them; and

 Develop a safe, effective and financially viable

integrated transportation system implementation
plan which maximizes the use of existing
infrastructure and promotes regional connectivity.

As part of the TMP Update, a corridor study of Oxford
Road 4 will be completed. This corridor is a key
transportation link between Highways 401/403 and the
northern part of the County. Findings of this study will
be incorporated into the TMP.
The TMP Update is being conducted in accordance
with the Master Plan requirements of Phases 1 and 2
of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment
(2000, as amended in 2007, 2011 & 2015), approved
under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act.

oxfordcounty.ca

 Visiting the study website at

www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp

 Subscribing to the study mailing list to receive

notices of future consultation opportunities. To
be added to the mailing list, contact one of the
key contacts below.

 Attend future Public Consultation Centres (PCC).

PCCs will be held at various locations around the
County. More details about the PCCs will be
provided as they become available

 Provide your comments through the study

website on Speak Up, Oxford! at
www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp, or submit to the
key study contacts listed below.

Near the end of this Study, a draft TMP Study
Report will be prepared and made available for
public review and comment prior to its finalization.

Contacts for information
Ryan Vink, P.Eng.
Project Manager
Oxford County
rvink@oxfordcounty.ca
519-535-8471

John McGill, P.Eng., PTOE,
RSP1

Project Manager
Parsons Inc.
john.mcgill@parsons.com
905-330-9569

Information will be collected in accordance with the
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all
comments will become part of the public record.
This notice issued March 21, 2022

Responsibilities:
• Painting, cleaning and maintenance of public works equipment
• Roadside/Parks grass cutting
• Assisting with various public works maintenance activities
• Parks facilities/washroom inspection and cleaning
• Traffic control person
• Assist road employees with construction work
Requirements:
• Enrolled in a post secondary education program and returning to school in
September
• A Class G2 drivers license
• The ability to apply good safe work practices
• The ability to work in a construction type environment
• Experience with small equipment would be an asset
This is a temporary full-time position working 40 hrs/week from approximately
May 2nd to September 2nd 2022. The current pay rate for this position is $18.63/
hr. A detailed job description can be obtained from the Township website.
www.ezt.ca/employment
To apply, applicants must submit a cover letter and resume, as a single PDF file,
outlining education, qualifications and experience. Applications will be received
until 12:00 noon on Friday, April 1, 2022 and must be sent to hr@ezt.ca
Tom Lightfoot
Public Works Manager
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock 90 Loveys Street
Hickson ON N0J 1L0
Phone: 519-462-2697 Ext 230 Email: hr@ezt.ca
We thank all applicants for applying and advise that only those selected for an interview will be
contacted. Personal information is being collected under the authority of the Municipal Freedom
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 1989, as amended, and will be used for employment
assessment purposes only.
The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Accommodations are
available for all parts of the recruitment process, upon request.
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Power outage affects 8,000 customers in Wilmot
community on Friday
206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD

519-273-4400 MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

The street lights at the intersection along Snyder’s Road East and Notre Dame Drive were affected by the power outage on Thursday, March 17. In these cases, drivers are advised to treat
the intersection as a four-way stop until the power is restored.

Enjoy your morning coffee on your
covered
front those at the inter- equipment” and occurred at 11:51 a.m. “We’re not sure what caused that equipas a result,
including
section at Erb’s Road and Notre Dame, as that day.
ment to fail, but crews are actively reA power
outageor
affected
about
8,000
cus- enjoying the view of
porch
on your
back
deck
placing that equipment as we speak,” said
well as the intersection at Snyder’s Road
The power was restored by about 2:30
tomers in the Baden, Petersburg and New
and Notre
Dame
Cameron during an interview that day.
your
1.3 acreMarch
lot. 17.This greatEastfamily
home
is Drive.
p.m. by resupplying customers with an
Hamburg
on Thursday,
The equipment has been replaced as of
Drive Greig Cameron, Vice President of alternative source of power, said CamIt also affected
in by
the and
areamust
certainlytraffic
not aflow
drive
be viewed to see
press time.
Engineering at Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro, eron. The root of the issue was resolved
several street lights were knocked out
the outage
was caused by “defective about two hours later.
all that it has to offer. This 3 said
bedroom
2 storey
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear
a
ALL yard,
POINTS-FESTIVAL
CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
detached 1.5 detached garage with
a
drive
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
through door for easy access to your rear
This
yardwww.coldwellbanker.com
has so much to offer, there is plenty of room
MLSyard.
Realtor
website
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complaining that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run. Call to view this great family
NEW HAMBURG
home today. MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900
By Veronica Reiner

TAKE NOTE.........

PROPERTIESNEEDED!
NEEDED!
PROPERTIES

Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding
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or Direct
and
would
likecall
to know
is worthatin either
today’s
active
real

519-272-7676
or
email
mseby@rogers.com
    
estate market, or if you would like more information on any property

Let call
my experience
you!
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work for you!

24 Hour Paging

Cell- 519-272-7676
206 Ontario
St., Stratford
E-mail- mseby@rogers.com
Serving
Tavistock, Stratford and areas
since 1994.

TRUST SANDRA FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
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Beware the Gift Card Boogeyman
By Nancy Silcox
Organized crime in Wilmot? Savvy international fraudsters operating in Tavistock? You better believe it!
Yesterday, I took a telephone call at my
home. The automated voice identified itself as coming from my credit card company. The message? Worrisome.
My credit card was registering two recent
“suspicious” charges. One a $2000 purchase in gift cards at one of New Hamburg’s grocery stores; the other was $300
in Amazon charges.
As these charges did not fit into my buying pattern, I was being alerted and offered a choice of accepting them (press 1)
or declining them (press 2).
Declining brought on a live “supervisor.”
Over the course of the next hour with
him (tracking down the fraud), I was
advised to return to both local groceries

stores and re-purchase four gift cards @
$500 each.
Noting the names of the cashiers from
whom I purchased the cards, I must then
forward their names and gift card code to
him. “And don’t tell anyone,” my guardian
angel advised.
“It’s an inside job, with your grocery store
personnel in on the swindle.”
Ending the call and with my well-honed
“baloney meter” now quivering on high,
it was surely time to alert the authorities.
Enter Constable Callaghan of the Waterloo Regional Police Fraud Squad.
“There’s no other word for it,” stated Cst.
Callaghan. “It’s organized crime, probably
run from a foreign country, using highly-trained professionals who are VERY
good at what they do.”
His next question was no less reassur-

SAVE

20% off

*

ing. “You didn’t divulge any personal information—driver’s license, credit card
number, bank card, did you?”
Reassuring him that my grey cells were
still functional, I ended the call and took
time to reflect on the morning’s activities.
A number of questions emerged from
that close thought:
1. Why did the fraudsters have my home
phone number? (it is unlisted)
2. How were they able to determine which
bank held our credit card information?
3. How were they able to determine at
which local grocery store we shopped,
a.k.a. “the scene of the crime.”
A call next to Loblaw’s Head Office in Ottawa went some distance to answer my
questions.
“Security is our number one priority,” reassured Jan, from customer relations. She
added, “no personal customer credit card
information is ever recorded either in the

store or with the company.”
Reiterating the words from Waterloo Region Police Service Callaghan, representative Jan warned that credit card fraud is
increasing and dangerous—even in rural
areas.
And the most common source of fraudster information? Credit card, gift card
purchase and online purchases (such as
Amazon, eBay, Etsy.)
“Let’s not forget the furnace cleaning
fraud,” she added. “Someone offering to
clean your furnace at a bargain rate is
a big source of fraudsters finding your
personal information. They get in your
house, and what a gold-mine they can
find when they’re in the basement!”
All is calm at this writer’s home, “the day
after,” thanks to police and company advice. For less-fortunate souls caught up
in the organized crime network, the news
may be less sunny.
I cancelled my credit cards, nevertheless.

Crossing guard
appreciation post

ON SICO MUSE® and SICO EVOLUTION ®*

From March 24 – April 6

Until stock lasts, see paint counter for details.

sico.ca
*Applies to Sico Muse and Sico Evolution Interior Latex Paint, 861-5XX, 863, 866, 867, 991 & 992 series, 3.78 L size only. Offer valid from
March 24 - April 6, 2022, while quantities last. Offer valid on regular prices, see store for details. Sico, Sico Muse and Sico Evolution are
registered trademarks of the PPG Group of Companies. © 2022 PPG Industries, Inc. All rights reserved. 838256

1 mile east of tavistock • 985434 Perth-oxford rd., rr #1, tavistock, oN N0B 2r0
1.866.315.9159 • fax: 519.655.3411 • Ph: 519.655.2014 • www.homedesignsmart.com

Marilyn Lindner has been a crossing guard at Sir Adam Beck Public School since the
school’s first year in 2011. Before her 11 years at our school, she was a crossing guard at
old Baden Public School for 19 years. “She has helped keep students safe for 30 years,”
said Sir Adam Beck PS in a Twitter post. A fun fact is that Marilyn’s first year as a crossing
guard at the old Baden PS, when her son was in kindergarten, was the same year that the
Adam Beck PS principal, Rebecca Bearinger Fay, was in Grade 5 at the same school. (Photo
contributed)
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Wilmot, Wellesley, and other regional townships
end emergency declarations

Region of Waterloo to remain in a state of emergency
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
In response to encouraging health indicators and provincial guidance, local cities and townships, including Wilmot and
Wellesley, are preparing to rescind their
emergency declarations.
Most cities and townships will end
their emergency declarations tomorrow
(March 25), while the Township of North
Dumfries terminated their emergency on
March 14.
The end day marks exactly two years
since the emergency was first put in
place - the Region of Waterloo and its
seven municipalities first declared a
state of emergency in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic on March 25, 2020.
“The last two years have been challenging for all of us. As Ontario moves toward
the recovery phase of the pandemic, I
want to thank Wilmot residents for doing

their part to help protect our community,” said Wilmot Mayor Les Armstrong in
a release.
“I also recognize the hard work and dedication of Township staff who continued
to deliver essential services throughout
the pandemic.”
The Region of Waterloo, however, will
remain in a state of emergency. In a
release, regional staff said that they
have not met the criteria for ending the
COVID-19 emergency declaration, as
certain services they provide are supported because of the declaration.
These services include volunteer programs for community supports, vaccine
clinics, and potential redeployment of
staff to support healthcare, long-term
care and the shelter system. The region
said they would continue to monitor the
state of emergency and provide an up-

date when the criteria to terminate has
been met.
“It has been an incredibly challenging two years for residents of Wellesley
Township. As we start to see the light
at the end of this tunnel, it is important
to reflect on the positive initiatives and
activities that brought us together. We
were “Stronger Together” in the support
of local businesses; we supported our
frontline workers with pot-banging every night; birthdays continued to be celebrated with vehicles parading through
neighbourhoods and saluting the celebrator,” said Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak.
“A highlight was a parade of firetrucks
with residents coming outside to wave at
friends and neighbours. All these activities lifted people’s spirits. Many volunteered at the Wellesley Vaccination Clinic. Our service clubs, Fall Fair and Apple
Butter and Cheese Festival found inno-

vative ways to continue their support
for community initiatives. We managed
the pandemic. It did not manage us. As a
Township and individually, our future is
bright and full of hope.”
A declaration of emergency is a legal
mechanism that permits a government
to access a set of extraordinary powers
that allow it to act quickly and easily to
deal with a crisis.
The region reminded the public that
COVID-19 is still circulating and residents are asked to continue to follow
all current public health measures. The
region recently repealed its mask bylaw
along with the province on March 21, but
masks are still required on public transportation vehicles, bus shelters, transit
platforms, schools, hospitals, and other
provincial and federal facilities.

Yantzi Home Design Smart is hiring a full-time designer position to be part
of our team in our Kitchen Design department.
• We are looking for someone with an ability to work with customers
providing designs, quotes and manage project from start to finish to provide
a completed project of the customer’s dream kitchen.
• Should have a minimum of 2 years experience with Kitchen and
Bathroom cabinets.
• Experience with the design software 20/20 and/or AutoCAD.
• Ability to work a flexible schedule and have knowledge of construction.
• Ability to read blueprints, floor plans and drawings.
• Possesses excellent time management and organization skills,
attention to details.
• Driver’s license and own transportation required.
• Energetic, self-motivated, and committed to exceeding customer’s wishes.
• Full time position also includes company benefits.

Send resume to sales@yantzihomebuildingcentre.com
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Wilmot Terry Fox Run 2021 total tops $40,000 for
third year running

The 2022 campaign started this week with a cupcake bake sale, and will end in September with the first
in-person run since 2019
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Terry Fox Foundation has released fundraising figures for the
2021 Wilmot Terry Fox Run (WTFR),
showing that $41,390 was donated for
cancer research. It was the third consecutive year that funds surpassed
$40,000, with the second highest total
in the local event’s history.
More than $241,000 has been raised
since the first Terry Fox Run was
held in Wilmot in 1996. This will be
the tenth campaign for co-organizers
Nigel and Cheryl Gordijk, who expect
to hit the quarter-million-dollar mark
later this year.
Cheryl said she’s pleasantly surprised
by how much was donated last year,
due to the lengthy COVID lockdown
in the spring.
“We usually have business-led fundraising events throughout the year,
but we lost out on about three months
early on because many people were
stuck at home. On top of that, businesses were closed, so we really
couldn’t expect them to be supportive while they were dealing with their
own difficulties.”
To make up for lost time, WTFR’s

fundraising season was extended
into late December, with an online
presentation of Charles Dickens’ festive classic, A Christmas Carol, which
brought in $1,500.
The 2022 fundraising campaign began on March 22 at Cakr Maker in
New Hamburg, where special Cupcakes for Terry are being sold until
March 26.
An online auction for a commemorative Terry Fox plaque will start April
5, with final bids on April 12, the 42nd
anniversary of the beginning of the
Marathon of Hope. Bidding will take
place at www.wilmotterryfox.ca/auction/.
Last September’s Wilmot Terry Fox
Run was held virtually, as were others
across Canada. This year’s run will
return to being an in-person affair,
the first since 2019.
“It’s a community event,” said Cheryl.
“While we appreciate all the support
that our community has given the run
while it’s been virtual, we can’t wait to
see local families’ smiling faces when
everyone comes together and sets off
from the same place at the same time.
It’ll be good to be back.”

Firebirds lottery license approved
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

March 14.

The New Hamburg Firebirds were approved by Wilmot council for a lottery
license scheduled for May 8.

The Firebirds submitted an application
to conduct a raffle lottery for prizes totalling $25,000. Firebirds President Gord
Mills said that the Firebirds were doing
a Mother’s Day 50/50 draw together with
the New Hamburg Legion.

The decision was made without discussion at a virtual council meeting on

According to the township of Wilmot lottery licensing policies, any organization
running a raffle with prize values from
$10,001 up to $49,999.99 must apply and
receive council approval for the lottery.
“Through the granting of this approval,
the Township is supporting community

events and celebrations,” wrote Director
of Information and Legislative Services
Dawn Mittelholtz.
“Customer Service is strengthened by
working with the New Hamburg Firebirds to assist in their fundraising efforts.”

Since 1879

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory

COME CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278

8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario
Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

*******************
Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls
********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212
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FAMILY MILESTONES —
OBITUARY

OBITUARY

James Manzer Miller

Ruby Tuesday Bender
(August 25, 2008 - March 21,
2022) Peacefully, at home,
with her favourite humans
by her side, Ruby Tuesday
Bender crossed over the
Rainbow Bridge.

February 14, 1933 – March
18, 2022
The family is sad to announce Jim’s death at
McCormick Home, London
on Friday March 18, 2022.
Jim had a long career as
a banker since 1950 with
CIBC. He worked in 10
Branches as well as Head
Office in both Toronto
and London. He began
playing trumpet as a small boy and music was an
important part of all his life. He played in many
brass bands wherever he lived. Family was the
most important part of his life. Camping holidays,
skiing and boating created wonderful memories
for everyone. Jim is survived by Jackie, his loving
wife of nearly 67 years and their children, Jim
(Tricia) New Hamburg, John (Elaine)Toronto, Jeff
(Keli) London and Joan Coleman (Randy) Duncan,
B.C. Their Grandchildren are Ryan (Erin) Miller,
Kitchener, Katelyn Miller, Kitchener, Ben Miller,
London, England, Celeste Miller, Ottawa, Jennifer
(Rob Van Hoorn) London, Jason (Dr. Victoria
Peck) Hamilton, Joshua (Lynne) Kitchener, Luke
Coleman, Duncan B.C. Great Grandchildren Austin
and Lauren Miller, Kitchener, Hudson, Fiona and
Hazel Van Hoorn, London and Rachel and Molly
Miller, Kitchener. This family will remember a
man whose curiosity and good humour have always been a source of good times and happy
memories to share. The funeral service was conducted at Oakridge Presbyterian Church, London,
on Tuesday, March 22 by the Rev. Michael Stohl.
Private interment at Ingersoll Rural Cemetery.
Memorial contributions to McCormick Home
Foundation or Oakridge Presbyterian Church
Legacy Fund would be appreciated.
www.HarrisFuneralHome.ca

Ruby was born near
Peterborough, Ontario and
joined her pack in October
2008. Ruby was a long time
resident of Haysville and later Waterloo. Ruby is survived
by her pack leaders, Nathan
and Krista, and her play/pack mates Blythe, Gus and
Eve. Ruby was predeceased by her dear friends Angus,
Deacon, Winston, Shea, Fiona, Nuala and Mabel, who
are all surely welcoming her on the other side.
Ruby loved off-leash walks in Wilmot and along the
shores of Lake Huron. She loved swimming, chasing
sticks and generally demonstrating her athleticism
through the woods surrounding the Nith River. Ruby
loved peanut butter and hotdogs (even those stolen
from small children). Ruby loved finding/sniffing/rolling in curious items and putting squirrels on notice all
over Southern Ontario. She loved scratches behind the
softest ears, and shamelessly exposed her underside
to those who could be convinced to rub her belly. Ruby
loved naps, especially in warm sunshine or if possible,
next to one of her pack. Ruby loved to snuggle and
didn’t let her 50 lbs stop her from finding any available
lap. Ruby loved a lot of things (well, not stairs or thunderstorms) but most of all, Ruby loved her pack with
her whole heart. She showed her steadfast dedication
and affection with perpetual tail wags, understanding
head tilts, vigilant protection for younger pack members and generous offerings of licks and cuddles. In
spite of her many quirks, or perhaps because of those
quirks, she will leave a huge void in our family.
In lieu of flowers or cards, we ask that make time today
to walk with your best friend. Honour Ruby by following in her example; bask in the sunshine, find a new
path, take note of the smells, share some treats, warmly greet any dogs you meet and spread some unconditional love along the way.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Happy birthday today, March 24, to Josh Kimpel.

March 29: Happy birthday to Kyle Roth (20).

March 25: Happy birthday to Caleb Mohr (12), Ronan
Lamarche (17) and Caleb Whetstone (19).

March 30: Happy birthday to Ainsley Adams (11).

March 26: Happy birthday to Reese Weicker (12) and
Bob Gladding Jr.
March 27: Happy birthday to Broden Cressman (8).
March 28: Happy birthday to Benjamin Hartfiel (6)
and Emily Romano (13).

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

BOARD
MEMBERS
NEEDED

Board Members are needed for a 2-year term
commitment. If interested, please email:
tapisforyou@outlook.com or call 519-655-3500 by
March 18th.
The Tavistock Assistance Program is a Canadian Registered Charity

Congratulations to all!
Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com
or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays
and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special
announcement ad.

205 Peel St.
New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166
Email: info@kratax.ca
Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm
Large Drop Box Available
During these Hours

No Appointment Necessary.
Come
& Join the family
Come & Join our Family!

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz
1)Which sport is played on the largest pitch
(field) of any game?
2)What is the second month of the year to
have exactly 30 days?
3) Which colourless, odourless light gas is
used to lift airships?
4)Which Scandinavian capital begins and
ends with the same letter?
5)What is the longest-lasting, non-motorized
sporting event in the world?
6)In which city is ‘The Untouchables’ set?
7)Who is Superman’s boss?
8)Which famous structure was built for the
1889 World Fair?
9)What does JPEG stand for?
10)What is the address of the US President
in Washington?
Answers found on page 38

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/TavistockGazette1895

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
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Wilmot resident organizes grassroots
group to help displaced Ukrainian refugees
Continued from page 1

housing options, cooking meals, translating,
personal support, transportation and employment opportunities.

(COVID-19 protocols in place)
Dial In Service Recording:
1-833-620-1256
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE

of St. Sophia.

cal area that can really create magic.”

Goertz added that there will be an online
event hosted every week, and an in-person
event every other week.

Volunteers come from all areas of Wilmot,
including Baden, Haysville, Petersburg, and
Phllipsburg, as well as Kitchener, Waterloo,
and Cambridge.

In addition to working with individuals, the
group is currently working with organizations such as the Region of Waterloo, the
YMCA, and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

“It started out in Wilmot… sometimes you
see these things, and they grow too big, and
then they just kind of flounder,” said Goertz.
“It’s the energy of our local people in our lo-

The group is still waiting on important information from the federal government,
such as how many Ukrainians are expected
to relocate to the region and when they will
arrive.
For more information about the group or to
volunteer, visit www.wrgrassrootsresponse.
ca.

The Old Gazettes
Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est.
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to
share with you some of my findings.

Sandra Eby will be hosting a pair of open
houses this Saturday on Liebler Street in
Tavistock. The asking price for the two
homes are $284,900 and $299,900.

March 28, 2012 Edition (10 years ago)

March 26, 1997 Edition (25 years ago)

The Tavistock Zehr Home Hardware /
Blundell Inc. Bantam AEs became OMHA
champions this past weekend, sweeping
the Highland Storm three games straight
in their six-point series. Team members
are Cohen Myers, Trent Jones, Tyler Kirkbride, Jensen Van Boekel, McGreggor Ramseyer, Jackson Hergott, Cody Steinman,
Cody Heinbuck, Stephan Yantzi, Tristan
Wilhelm, Zac Berg, Marcus Loggan, Colin
Wilson, Grant Bickle, Josh Heinbuck, and
Alex Francis. Coaching staff is Tim Hergott (head coach), Jim Wilhelm (assistant
coach), Terry Berg (manager), Rob Van
Boekel (trainer), and Roger Wagler (assistant coach).

The proposed amalgamation of Ontario school boards is causing quite a stir
in Oxford County. The Tavistock Parent
Council added to the uncertainty Monday
night when presentations were made to
the board at a special public meeting. The
Council voted overwhelmingly to ask to be
released from the Oxford County Board
of Education and placed under the Waterloo County Board of Education. “We feel
a natural affiliation towards this board,”
the statement from the Council said, “as
all Tavistock Public School students have
attended Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School since 1956.”

Banker

Sales

Representative

116 Woodstock St Tavistock
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

No in-person services until February
20th at 10am.

Other needs for the group include logistics,
donations, and volunteer management.

Coldwell

GRACE UNITED CHURCH

SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Rev. Richard P. Brown / 519-655-2372

“We need more houses, because more people are filling out the application to bring
their family over. But they can’t bring them
over if they don’t know where they’re going
to live.”

It’s not often you see a cowboy and rider
passing through the village of Tavistock.
Friday afternoon, Kimball Foord and his
wild mustang, Bo, trotted east on Hope
Street on the third day of their cross-country trek to raise awareness for North
American Wild Horses in his personal adventure entitled the “Canadian Long Ride
for the Mustangs.”

WORSHIP
WITH US!

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

“We currently have around 40 people who
have offered their house, or rooms, or basements to families,” noted Goertz. “So we’re
working with the Ukrainian community to
create biographies, and allow these families
to make the matches themselves.”

Another meeting is scheduled (online only)
this Friday, March 25th from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Registration is available EventBrite. They
will gather to hear updates from local and
regional organizations, better understand
the needs of Ukrainians fleeing to the region, brainstorm the strengths and resources available to support families, identify
gaps, and network.
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Mr. Allan Kaufmann of the Hickson Firefighters Association was honoured with a
20-year certificate and medal at Saturday
night’s annual firefighters’ dance in the
Tavistock Memorial Hall. East Zorra-Tavistock Fire Chief Bruce Holst made the
presentation on behalf of Governor General Romeo leBlanc.
At the East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting on March 19th, residents of Decew
East and Wellington Streets in Tavistock

served Council with a petition concerning
the increase of heavy traffic in their neighbourhood. Many residents have noticed
a marked increase since the construction
of a link between Maria and Decew Street
East in 1992.
March 24, 1982 Edition (40 years ago)
Tavistock’s first Trade Show went over
with great success on Saturday and Sunday, March 20-21 in the Tavistock Memorial Hall. More than 500 adults and about
250 children viewed the more than 25 exhibits of the various businesses in the area.
The Tavistock Men’s Club and Board of
Trade held their annual Rural/Urban Night
on Thursday, March 18th at the Memorial
Hall with over 100 members and guests
present. The guest speaker was Ross Daly
of CFPL-TV London. Daly has been with
the station since 1976 and heads the farm
and agriculture shows.
An early morning fire destroyed the barn
on the farm of Doug Wettlaufer on Friday, March 19th. The farm is located on
the 16th Line of East Zorra Township. The
Hickson Fire Department answered the
call at 4 a.m. Sixty-six head of cattle were
lost in the fire along with farm equipment
stored in the barn.

Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Join us online or in person at 9:45AM on Sunday
mornings.
All health & safety protocols are followed.
JRSS is online at 11:15am. Please contact the
church office for details.

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE

677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY

77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE

696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line)
Interim Pastor Patricia Jackson
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COMMUNITY —
A Conversation with Peter Mansbridge on Journalism Today
By Lee Griffi
Local journalism has taken a hit over the
years, as many small newspapers have
been bought up by large corporations
who have decided to close the doors in
many areas. These closures have left a
hole in providing a reliable source of
news in small-town Ontario, something
the former lead anchor at the CBC says
is critical to the profession of journalism.
Peter Mansbridge retired from the Canadian Broadcast Corporation in 2017,
and he says small-town media outlets
are crucial today. “Small-town journalism is kind of the lifeblood of journalism,
and I’ll explain that. Tavistock would
have been a big city compared to where
I started in Churchill, Manitoba, where
the population was counted in the hundreds, but that’s where I started. The issues that matter to people, whether in a
small town or large, are similar, and you
go to a small town to see just how important those things are. Roads, sewers,
school boards, all those issues directly
touch upon the people we serve.”
Mansbridge adds that journalists tend
to think that they need to get to Ottawa,
or they must get to Toronto, Washington
or London, England. “Sure, those places
are great, and I’ve been to all of them
and done stories from all of them, but

you never forget its those touchstone issues that are most prevalent at the local
level, and local journalism is incredibly
important.”
Now 73 years old, Mansbridge lives just
down the road from Tavistock in Stratford, a city of around 30,000 people. “Ten
years ago, Stratford had a bustling local
journalism scene but not so much anymore. You talk to some of the local politicians who at first thought might be happy since nobody is around trying to drag
out whatever scandal is happening at
the local level, but in fact, it’s the opposite. You talk to many responsible, good,
local politicians who at this time would
like more local coverage. All major news
organizations have to realize that. If you
don’t have local, you don’t have a news
organization. It works from the ground
up and not only in story selection but in
career development.”
Mansbridge adds that no one could start
their career in journalism at a lower level than he did, but he was able to work
his way up the ranks at the CBC. “Within 20 years, I was chief correspondent,
but it was a lot of hard work and a lot of
moving around the country and understanding the different levels of government. I was then able to become an international correspondent, and all these
things are important, but it all stems

from local journalism. That is key to understanding our country.”
One of the biggest criticisms of the mainstream media today is that they are in
the pockets of the federal government,
who provides about $600-million in
what many people call a bailout. I asked
Mansbridge what his thoughts were on
the contentious issue. “Your question is
better directed to the government, but
here is what I will say. I worked at the
CBC for 50 years, so we understand what
government assistance means. The corporation wouldn’t exist for the fact that
some public money is put into it.”
He adds we can argue how effective
the CBC is, and it’s a good argument to
have. “But I can tell you that no private
sector operation is going to buy the network when they’re told they have to run
Canadian content in prime time every
night where they make their real money. There is no money being made at the
CBC in prime time; I can tell you that.”
As for media receiving a pot of money
from the federal government for private
media operations, the decision was made
after a massive lobbying effort. “The
money came after a heavy-duty lobbying
campaign by many of those same companies. They said they were in trouble
and going under, and they needed help.
They didn’t get the help they wanted or

the way they wanted, but they were the
instrument that started the process, and
as soon as it happened, the issue of bias
coverage came up.” As for the issue of
friendly coverage for the Liberal government from those media receiving the
bailout, Mansbridge doesn’t believe that
is the case. “Take a look at the coverage.
I’m not sure there are too many federal
cabinet ministers who would say they’ve
got great coverage as a result of putting
money into media operations who were
crying for help.”
Was the decision to provide some mainstream media with millions of dollars
the right move? Probably not, says
Mansbridge. “There is a certain degree
of survival of the fittest, and part of that
is having the trust and the belief of your
public. When you lose that you are going
to lose audience. I’m kind of the wrong
person to ask for two reasons. One, it
wasn’t my decision, and two, I was at the
CBC all that time and benefitted literally from billions of dollars of taxpayer
money helping prop up the corporation.”
Mansbridge adds that we can argue
about how well the CBC had done in fulfilling its mandate. “The fact is they have
a mandate, and if you are going to have a
national public broadcaster, it’s going to
cost someone some money.”

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

Helping Seniors and Adults with
Unique Needs to Live Independently
in their own Homes
• Meals on Wheels • Transportation
• Senior Day Program
• Maintenance • Social Programs
• Friendly Visiting • Community Meals
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home
• FREE Community Exercise
and Falls Prevention Classes
• FREE Short Term Home Support

1-855-664-1900
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COMMUNITY —
Sobeys New Hamburg donates
more than $4,000 to Wilmot
Resource Centre Food Bank

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

ty donated this substantial amount.

Bill Fleming, a franchise operator at the
New Hamburg Sobeys, right, donates just
over $4,000 in gift cards to the Tom Parkins, a representative from the Wilmot
Family Resource Centre Food Bank.

This is more than double the amount
that was raised the year before ($1,852).
Fleming noted New Hamburg is a generous community.

This past Christmas in 2021, Sobeys ran
their annual Holiday Food Bank campaign at the checkout, and the communi-

“Demand at the food bank has been way
up, and donations like this really help,”
said Parkins. (Photo credit: Veronica
Reiner)

EXCITED TO START
TRAVELLING AGAIN?

TRACI IS READY
TO HELP!
With over 30 years of
experience she can
assist with all of your
travel needs.
Our office is open, reach
out to Traci today!

Traci Jutzi

MANAGER/TRAVEL
CONSULTANT



AIR

FOG

SKY

ALTIMETER

GALE

SNOW

ARID

HAIL

SPEED

CHILL

HEAT

SPRING

CHINOOK

HURRICANE

STORM

CLIMATE

ICE

SUMMER

CLOUD

INDEX

TEMPERATURE

CURRENT

JET

THAW

DAWN

MERCURY

TIDE

DAY

MIST

TORNADO

DEGREE

MUD

TWISTER

DEW

MUGGY

UPDRAFT

DUSK

OZONE

WATER

EYE

PRECIPITATION

WAVE

FAHRENHEIT

SCALE

WEATHER

SHOWER

WIND

Sponsored by:
210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | TICO #50025796
226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
Monday to Thursday • 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

PROTECTING WHAT

MATTERS TO YOU
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Ontario Announces Further Staffing Investments at
Local Long-Term Care Homes

A total of $5,677,608 will be distributed to long-term care homes in Oxford county
By Lee Griffi
As part of its plan to fix long-term care,
the Ontario government is providing up
to $673 million in 2022 to long-term care
homes across the province to increase
staffing levels, leading to more direct care
for residents. This includes $5,677,608 for
long-term care homes in Oxford County,
including Tavistock.
This is part of the province’s commitment to ensure long-term care residents
receive, on average, four hours of direct
care per day by 2024-25. Tavistock’s peopleCare will receive up to $715,152 for additional staffing, while The Maples Home
for Seniors is getting up to $305,256.
Sheena Campbell is the Vice-President of
Communications for peopleCare. She says
the company is proud of their frontline
teams at the home and their unwavering
commitment to residents throughout the
pandemic. “We have maintained a full
staffing complement and in fact, were able
to increase staffing during some challenging times. We so appreciate all the new investments from the government including
to support long-term care homes through
COVID and ensuring we have the resources to add staff.”

Stuart Oakley is the Manager of Corporate
Communications at Caressant Care, and
he also welcomes the money despite it not
being a new announcement. “We are very
pleased with additional money that addresses long-standing issues in long-term
care such as staffing. To clarify, though,
what was recently announced is not new
funding. This funding was actually first
announced back in October and is funding we have been receiving since November that will continue for this fiscal year.
It will take 3-4 years to ramp up funding
levels.”
Campbell says corporate staff are meeting
with team members at the home to figure
out what works best for their residents.
“We are finalizing a schedule that adds
hours to direct resident care from both the
clinical and interdisciplinary team members, to ensure residents’ care needs are
met, based on their individual needs. Yes,
we will meet the target for the new funding.”
As for Caressant Care, Oakley says The
Maples has been able to keep staffing
levels up during the pandemic, and while
there aren’t concrete details yet around
the four hours of average care per day, he

Kitchener-Conestoga MP
commemorates World
Down Syndrome Day

doesn’t feel it will be an issue. “The province has yet to fully define how this will
be calculated, however, as long as funding
continues to increase, we are reasonably
confident we will achieve 4 hours of care
by the target date.”
Virtually every long-term care home in
the province is constantly recruiting new
staff due to the high turnover of employees. Oakley says Caressant Care is currently looking for some help in Tavistock.
“The home has been successful in hiring
however is always looking for personal
support workers but at present the home
is adequately staffed. We will be looking to
hire some nursing students for the summer to allow our regular nursing employees to take vacation.”
Campbell says peopleCare is constantly
looking to hire new employees and provide more training for current ones. “Recruitment is always ongoing at the home,
and we have great partnerships with colleges and universities. Some team members have also participated in the education opportunities recently funded by the
government, for example moving from
one of our non-clinical teams into a PSW
role, so that’s a very positive outcome for

both our staff and our residents.”
Oxford MPP Ernie Hardeman says the
money reaffirms the Conservative government’s commitment to improving longterm care. “This funding will allow homes
in our community to hire and retain more
staff so they can provide more care to
residents, every day. This is part of our
government’s plan to hire thousands of
new staff over the next four years to ensure those living in long-term care get the
high-quality care they need and deserve.”
“We know that more qualified staff means
more daily care for residents,” said Paul
Calandra, Minister of Long-Term Care.
“Hiring more staff is part of our government’s plan to fix long-term care and to
improve the quality of care residents receive and the quality of life they experience.”
Caressant Care owns and operates 15
long-term care homes across Ontario. peopleCare owns and manages a total of eight
homes and has a redevelopment planned
for their Tavistock home. Construction is
expected to begin this year on a new 128bed facility.
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Kitchener-Conestoga Member of Parliament (MP) Tim Louis displayed this sign outside of
his home in Kitchener on Monday, March 21 for World Down Syndrome Day. “Today we
proudly display this sign in hopes to bring awareness and help everyone in the community
‘see the person, see the ability,’” said Louis. (Photo credit: Brooklyn Louis)
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COMMUNITY —

One of Perth county’s young farming entrepreneurs

Pictured is Matt Drummond and Emma Brooks getting ready to deliver soybean and corn
seed for the upcoming planting season. (Photo credit: Gary West)
By Gary West
The business of modern day farming takes a large amount
of work, planning and ingenuity in order to succeed.
Credit has to be given to a young Perth county couple,
Matt Drummond and Emma Brooks, who together farm
in South Easthope and North Easthope townships (Perth
East). In addition, they also own and manage a very successful Pioneer Seed business.
What makes this story unique is the fact that neither Matt
or Emma were raised on farms, so they did not have the
opportunity to take over from their parents. They will say,
though, they did have help from extended family farm
members and neighbours as their interest in farming became apparent.
They are both graduates of the University of Guelph.

The newly constructed grain storage and drying facility on the Matt Drummond and Emma
Brooks farm, west of New Hamburg in Perth county. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Matt spent five years working for Grand Valley Fortifiers
after graduation, while Emma went on to become a school
teacher and has now taught in Oxford County for the past
several years.
In a recent interview, the couple - who live on one of their
farms west of New Hamburg - said that seed sales have
increased since they took over the business in 2013. Their
cash cropping acreage has grown to over 400 acres, where
are they grow corn, soybeans and wheat. Drummond is
also the Perth county district chair for Grain Farmers of
Ontario.
Last year was also a big year for the couple. They constructed a 50,000-bushel grain storage and elevation system along with a grain and corn dryer on their farm in
order to meet the growing need for on-farm storage.
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INCOME TAX
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Personal, Farm & Business Returns, Free Pick-up and Delivery
NEW CLIENTS WELCOME
APPROVED E-FILER

RON HILL & ASSOCIATES
965326 Maplewood Sd
84 Woodstock St., S., Tavistock
519-462-2812

Always looking for a challenge and extra money, Matt
took on the job of snow clearing streets in Markham, Ontario on a yearly contract with the city in 2012. The contract runs between November 15 and April 1 every year
and says if the snow comes early it can mean a very busy
time between the farm harvest and snow plowing.
All in all, credit has to be given to this young farm couple
who hope to be part of the fabric of the Perth county farm
community for many years to come.
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SPORTS —

Wellesley Applejacks beat Tavistock Braves in first
best-of-seven series game

A Wellesley Applejacks player races toward the puck during game action against the Tavistock Braves on Monday, March 21. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Wellesley Applejacks best-of-seven
series against the Tavistock Braves got
off to a good start, beating out the team
2-1 in a neck-and-neck overtime match
that drew in a crowd of about 420 people
on Monday, March 21.
The two teams also had a rematch on
Wednesday night at the Wellesley Com-

A fight breaks out at the Tavistock Braves net during the second stanza against the Wellesley
Applejacks on Monday, March 21. Equipment such as a helmet and hockey stick were scattered on the ice in the aftermath. No penalties were called. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

munity Centre, but results were not available at press time.

vistock net, but there were no penalties
called for this incident.

Austin Cousineau drew first blood in the
first frame at 18:16, assisted by Connor
Doerbecker. Things remained relatively
quiet for the rest of the period, with just
one penalty doled out.

At 15:54 into the third, a Tavistock Braves
player named Ian Glendinning capitalized on a power play. This brought the
score to 1-1, leading the two teams into
overtime.

Although there was no scoring in the second stanza, a fight broke out at the Ta-

There was some back-and-forth in overtime, which was finally decided by a 10:02

goal by Carson Wickie, with the assists
going to Justin McCombs and Brett Allen.
This resulted in a 2-1 win for Wellesley.
The Braves outshot by Applejacks 42-30.
The next scheduled game for the bestof-seven series is Friday, March 25, at the
Tavistock and District Recreation Centre
at 7:30 p.m. The game after that will take
place at the Wellesley Community Centre
at 7:45 p.m. on Saturday, March 26.

Wilmot Huskies U13 LL1 wins
silver medal in the Grand
River local league B division

Left to right: Finley Stewart-Davies, Logan Becker, Dominic Sousa, Peyton Natywary, Andrew Nelson, Owen Stacey, Carter Wagler, Rambo Carter Racho, Evan Young, Josh Erb,
Vance Hallman, Evan Matthew, and Goalie Justin Gaudreault. (Photo contributed)
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SPORTS —

Firebirds moving on to second round of playoffs

The New Hamburg Firebirds salute the crowd after the best-of-seven series win against the
Norwich Merchants. (Photo credit: Chris Miller Baechler)

By Gord Mills
The New Hamburg Firebirds first week
of the playoffs showed we couldn’t overlook the team from Norwich. After five
games total, the Firebirds beat out the
Norwich Merchants in the best-of-seven
series playoff.
We came out ahead by two games to one
on the weekend ending Sunday, March
13.
This led the Birds to a Wednesday night
game on March 16 in Norwich in front of
a large crowd of about 520 people. The
Norwich lads had ideas that they would
jump back into the series and came out
with a short bench and were ready to go.
Norwich’s Logan Patlo opened the scoring
to give the Norwich faithful something to
cheer for. The captain for the Merchants,
Austin Forsyth, then got the match’s second goal to give them a two-goal lead.
This was all short-lived as Owen Bruder
got the Firebirds on the scoreboard to cut
the lead. New Hamburg got a chance on
the powerplay, and Cole Stannix tied it
up with assists to Cedrik Roth and Lucas
Carson.
With the second period underway, Owen
Bruder notched his second goal of the

game with assists to Dakota Dahmer and
Eric Vander Eyk. Norwich pushed back
and scored the equalizer with a goal from
Joel Storoschuk. The third period play
was like a good game of chess. Strategy
and calculated play to deny your opponent the upper hand. It took most of the
period, but New Hamburg’s Josh Vale put
home the winner with a helper from Lucas Carson to seal the win. Griffin Murphy earned the win in the net. Final score
4-3. The final shots on net New Hamburg
at 30 compared to Norwich at 24.
The Firebirds returned to the nest leading the series three to one, and set their
eyes on the next round matchup. In front
of a large hometown crowd, the first period started with the Firebirds getting
the lead on a goal from Tyler Reid that
was setup by Jake Thompson and Nate
George. From there, Jake Thompson potted the second Firebird goal for the first
period. The second period opened with
Norwich cutting the lead on a power
play goal from Austin Forsyth. The Birds
returned to their scoring ways with an
Owen Bruder goal to get back the twogoal cushion. The middle of the second
period saw New Hamburg on the power
play, and Tyler Reid got his second goal of

S
E
V
A
R
B
K
C
O
T
S
TAVI

KEY
JR. HOCF
F:3S0 p!m
YarcO
PLyA
, M h 23 - 7
Frida

RE
REATION CENT
EC
R
T
IC
R
T
IS
D
TAVISTOCK &

vs.

TAVISTOCK BRAVESEJACKS
VS WELLESLEY APPL

Y
COME OUT AND ENJO
ON!
TI
AC
JUNIOR HOCKEY

After beating Norwich, the New Hamburg Firebirds are now up against the Woodstock Navy
Vets in the best-of-seven series. They lost their first game 0-1 on Tuesday, March 22. (Photo
credit: Billie Jo Mark)

the game with an assist to Nate George.
The third period saw New Hamburg
connect on the power play again with a
Lucas Carson goal from Owen Bruder.
At the halfway mark of the third period,
Cole Stannix sealed the win with helpers to Owen Bruder and Colin Jantzi.
Griffin Murphy was the winning goalie,
back-stopping the Firebirds to the series win. The final score was Firebirds 6
to the Merchants 1. Shots on goal were
completely even at New Hamburg 26 and
Norwich 26. The win clinched the first
round of playoffs for the Birds.

gion are excited to offer our Mother’s
Day 50/50 draw again this year. Tickets
are available from both organizations.
Tickets are $5 each, with 10,000 tickets
available for sale. This should make some
lucky person very happy.
Next up for the Firebirds is a semi-final
matchup with the Woodstock Navy Vets.
The first game of the series starts on
Tues. March 22 at 7:45 p.m. in Woodstock.
The next home game is Friday, March 25
is at 7:30 p.m. Come out to cheer on your
New Hamburg Firebirds. GO FIREBIRDS
GO!

The Firebirds and New Hamburg Le-
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Late start and unusual weather for this years’
maple syrup season in Waterloo-Wellington

Perth-Wellington Member of Parliament (MP) John Nater drills a hole into a tree during the
first tap ceremony, while his son Bennett observes. Also in attendance is Perth-Wellington Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) Randy Pettapiece and Hoover’s Maple Syrup
owner Terry Hoover. (Photo contributed)

By Veronica Reiner
It's shaping up to be somewhat of an
out-of-the-ordinary year for maple syrup production, with a late start and unusual weather.
The maple syrup season takes place
from February to April, when farmers
extract the sugary sap from the trees to
produce maple syrup. The general rule
of thumb is that it takes about 40 parts
maple sap to produce one part maple
syrup.
Terry Hoover owns Hoover's Maple Syrup out in Atwood along with his wife,
Diane. He has held several positions in
the Ontario Maple Syrup Producers Association (OMSPA) as president, past
president, provincial director, as well as
president of the Waterloo-Wellington
branch.
The Waterloo-Wellington branch covers the Region of Waterloo, Wellington
County, Brant County, City of Hamilton
and Niagara Region
"There is one thing with maple that remains consistent every single year. And
that's the fact that it's very inconsistent," said Hoover.
He noted that the season started later than normal, and that this lines up
with the old wives' tale that a late Easter
means a later sugar season.
"Easter this year is Sunday, April 17th,
which is two weeks late, and guess what?
The syrup season started two weeks later than normal," said Hoover.

North Perth Mayor Todd Kasenberg, Hoover’s Maple Syrup owner Terry Hoover, Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pettapiece and Perth-Wellington MP John Nater along with son Bennett, attended the first tap ceremony of the Ontario Maple Syrup Producers’ Association.
The event took place on Hoover’s farm in Atwood on Friday, February 25th. The ceremony
signifies the start of the maple syrup season. (Photo contributed)

Easter, a Christian festival and cultural
holiday, falls on the Sunday after a Paschal full moon (the first full moon that
occurs after the vernal equinox, signifying the start of spring in the northern
hemisphere).

The OMSPA is working on a litmus paper that can determine whether or not
the sap has gone buddy, he added, which
is a project he, along with many other
syrup producers, are hoping will be finished sooner rather than later.

The ideal temperature for maple syrup
is plus five degrees Celsius during the
day, then minus five degrees at night.

He brought up another old wives' tale
describing how the sap season has been
going, which is the saying that if there is
thunder in the winter, it will bring about
snow in a week's time.

"So we need both; we've gotta have that
freeze, and then that thaw," said Hoover.
"We're actually hated by the rest of the
world, because we pray for a snowstorm
tomorrow, and you guys want to get
out in your shorts and your T-shirt," he
joked.
If the trees do not get that freeze, then
the trees grow and the buds will eventually pop. "When the buds pop on the
trees, we're done," explained Hoover.
"That sap makes buddy syrup, and buddy syrup is foul-tasting. You can't dilute
it, you can't add it to anything, you can't
do anything with it - it's garbage, so you
have to quit."
The buds are small, about a quarter-ofan-inch and pre-formed in the fall, said
Hoover. When they pop, they grow to
about three-quarters of an inch, which
is noticeable.
While the buds are noticeable, it's difficult to tell whether the sap or not is buddy. "The sap is still good-looking; the sap
tastes fine," said Hoover. "You can't tell
by the sap, but when you're boiling it it smells like rotten gym socks, and you
know you're doing buddy syrup."

"About two weeks ago, on Saturday
night, I was in the bush fixing lines.
There was a pump broken, and it was
trying to run," explained Hoover. "I got
to witness that thunder and lightning
storm."
"If you have a lightning storm in winter,
that means you will get snow in seven days. Seven days was last Saturday/
Sunday, and guess what? Last week,
it snowed all day Saturday and all day
Sunday."
The snowy cold weekend and syrup season overview was also touched on in a
weekly sap report written on March
17th by Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) agroforestry specialist Jenny Liu.
"This season is bringing about its fair
share of unusual weather. There have
been periods of intense cold punctuated
by ideal maple sugaring days. An example from Waterloo-Wellington was Monday's perfect maple sugaring weather
(nighttime low around -8 and daytime
high of +6), with very slow sap flow,"

said Liu.
"The slow sap flow was likely due to the
biting cold and winds of the preceding
Saturday and Sunday (nighttime lows
of -10 to -12 and daytime highs of -5)
which froze the trees again. Don't be
alarmed if this happens; it just means
that the days after will see decent runs
when the trees thaw out."
March is maple month - to celebrate, the
Hoovers are offering tours at their farm
every weekend for family, friends and
groups to come out and enjoy the full
experience of the season.
The month is also the lead-up to the
OMSPA Maple Weekend. This event
takes place on the first weekend in April
every year, which will be April 2nd and
April 3rd this year.
The Huron-Perth Junior Farmers will be
hosting a pancake meal at Hoover's Maple Syrup that weekend - both Saturday
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The
cost is $7 per person, anyone age four
and under is free. Hoover's Maple Syrup will donate coffee and maple syrup,
and all proceeds go to the Huron Perth
Junior Farmers.
Terry and Diane tap a 50-acre bush on
Line 78 in Atwood, Ontario. They moved
from Nobleton to their present location
in 1988. They have about 30 acres of maples tapped, bringing their total taps to
about 2,500. They are award-winning
producers and have a passion for educating the public on production and consumption.
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GRCA aims to improve rural water quality through
funding program
New Hamburg dairy farmer recommends the use of the Waterloo Rural Water Quality Program
By Veronica Reiner
The Grand River Conservation Authority, in partnership with local municipalities, supports farmers who
want to help protect and improve the water quality
across the Grand River watershed.
The Waterloo Rural Water Quality Program (RWQP)
is funded by the Region of Waterloo, along with the
counties of Oxford, Wellington, Brant, Haldimand and
Dufferin. The program provides financial and technical assistance to farmers for the implementation of
voluntary projects to improve and protect water quality.
Kenton Roth is a dairy farmer who milks about 100
cows between Baden and New Hamburg and has used
the program for several years.
“We’ve got funding for a manure tank, diverting clean
water through eavestroughs and things like that,” said
Roth, on past projects funded through the program. He
added that he noticed the local water quality is “cooler”
and has much improved after these projects.
Last year, the Roth family applied for the program for
planting cover crops. Covers crops are plants that are
planted to cover the soil, rather than to be harvested. There are many benefits, including preventing soil
erosion, improving soil quality and fertility, competing
with weeds, and helping control pests.

Pictured is Kenton Roth’s land in between Baden and New Hamburg. “These plants have an extensive root system that
holds nutrients that benefit the next crop, prevent erosion and improve soil health,” said Roth. (Photo contributed)

“It really helps hold soil and uses up the nutrients
that the manure has put on, and puts it into productive
growth. Roots, over the winter, hold the soil protected
from erosion as well,” said Kenton.

The RWQP program was established in 1998 to address non-point sources of sediment and nutrients
and to protect groundwater. The GRCA contributes
program delivery as well as administration costs.

He has planted cover crops for about seven years and
has planted straight oats and tillage radish in the past.
After the cover crops, Kenton said they typically go
with corn the following year, and has run a rotation of
corn, beans, wheat, cover crops, and starting all over
again.
When asked if he would recommend using the program to other farmers, Kenton said, “Definitely.” For
cover crops, the program provides $60 per acre to a
maximum of 50 acres.

striction, fuel storage/handling, chemical storage and
handling, machinery crossing improvements, milkhouse waste, living snow fences, natural area restoration and creation, nutrient management plans, crop
nutrient plans, wellhead protection, and wellhead
abandonment.
The GRCA also has grant funding available to landowners across the watershed through programs such
as Forests Ontario or the federal Habitat Stewardship
Program for aquatic species at risk.

rus losses from fields. This included things like cover
crops, livestock fencing, erosion control structures, soil
testing, and nutrient crop planting.”

The organization recently wrapped up a targeted project in the Upper Nith watershed that focused on projects to minimize phosphorus loss from the fields.

Local farm organizations provide input into the development of the program, and continue to be involved in
program guidance through participation on the Project Review Committee. The committee meets quarterly
to approve project applications based on environmental benefit.

“It was funded by Environment and Climate Change
Canada through the Great Lakes Protection initiative,”
said Heyming. “Through the one-year project, over 50
projects were completed to help manage phospho-

To apply, landowners can call 519-621-2763 ext 2242
or email ruralwater@grandriver.ca. A GRCA conservation specialist will help complete the applications. Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis.

In total, landowners across the Grand River watershed
completed water quality improvement projects with a
capital value of about $3.7-million in 2021. More than
$846,000 grants from municipal, federal and private
donations were delivered through the RWQP to help
offset the cost of 162 projects.
Louise Heyming, GRCA Supervisor, said that the project has had “tremendous program success in the Wilmot and Wellesley area.”
In Wilmot, 21 projects were completed in 2021, with
470 completed since the program’s inception. There
were 39 projects completed in 2021, with 1,100 total.
Oxford County within the GRCA watershed completed
11 projects last year, and 226 completed over the 24
years.
Some examples of projects completed with this project
include:
• tree planting projects to establish windbreaks and
stream buffers,
• well upgrades and plugging of unused wells to protect groundwater,
• manure storage facility upgrades to effectively manage nutrients and avoid winter spreading,
• erosion control structures and cover crops to protect
soil from wind and water erosion,
• crop nutrient plans.
Other water quality projects eligible for funding include mature storage decommissioning, clean water
diversion, dead stock composting, livestock access re-

63 Arthur Street South | Unit 3
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2M6
519-669-2090
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

24

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, March 24, 2022

Family fun in the spring, while making maple
syrup in South Easthope township
By Gary West
Tapping a small number of trees in their maple
sugarbush became a family affair for the Yantzi
family, whose farm is located just outside of Tavistock in the suburbs of Sebastopol in Perth County.
Parents Nathan and Amy Yantzi, who are dairy
farmers, were as excited as their two boys - threeand-a-half-year-old Ryan, and one-and-a-halfyear-old Jake, about seeing the sap quickly running out of a plastic pipeline. The pipeline was
connected to eight trees they had recently tapped,
and flowing a steady stream into their makeshift 40
litre container. From there, the outlet was opened
and emptied into plastic containers. They took to
their house to boil on their stovetop to make into
maple syrup.
Amy was appreciative when her parents, Brian
and Cindy Larsen, (of Quehls’ restaurant fame
in Tavistock) came up with the idea to use one of
their retired large coffee perks to act as their sap
reservoir.
The operation, on this sunny spring afternoon, was
a long way from competing with hundreds of trees
in large commercial operations, but was certainly
an educational experience for their two kids. They
had fun along with their niece and nephew, Violet and Noah, whose parents are Kurtis and Emily
Waymouth.
As anyone who has ever tapped maple trees knows,
it takes 40 litres of sap to make one litre of syrup.
The Yantzi family, after all their hard work, said
they would surely enjoy the finished syrup on the
pancakes they were going home to make that day.

Pictured are Nathan and Amy Yantzi, along with their two young boys, Ryan and Jake, opening the tap to fill their containers
of sap to be boiled in making maple syrup. They also had help from cousins Violet and Noah Waymouth. (Photo credit: Gary
West)

The Tools You Need At The Prices You Want...
The Best Rental Company You Will Find
Tractors for seeding and harvesting, excavators for drainage,
lifts for silo repairs, graders for laneways and roads
Concrete Saws
Aerators
Lifts
Hammer Drills
Excavators
Utility Trailers
Chainsaws

Compressors
Sweepers
Boom Lifts
Wood Chippers
Concrete Breakers
Log Splitters
Pressure Washers

Gas Generators
Tillers
Skid Steers
Compactors
Laneway Grader
Post Hole Augers
Extension Ladders

Check our website for our Complete Rentals Line-up and Pricing

www.gaequipmentrentals.com

We have a great selection of products to match your budget

1-800-265-8792

Delivery and Pick-up Available | gaequipmentrentals@gmail.com

ayrmutual.com

1 (226) 868-4734 | 2078 Perth Line 43, Amulree, Ontario

Home - Farm - Auto - Commercial
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Syrup from Trees
ash, apple, and in fact, most deciduous
trees. Some two dozen or more trees
have been tapped over time.

By Ernie Ritz
It’s that time of year. Most of our readers are quite familiar with the good old
Canadian favourite, maple syrup. For a
few weeks, producers of the delightful
product will have been busy at their
task, and the rest of us eagerly await
news of how the work is going. We have
enjoyed maple syrup since childhood,
and if some people can’t partake due
to dietary restrictions, the nice memories still remain. Though high in carbohydrates, it is nutritious in many
ways with lots of manganese, and also
riboflavins, thiamin, potassium, calcium
and copper.

An interesting point for me has been
my interest on our native butternut
tree, which now is on the endangered
list and needs protection. Many of them
have been infected with the spores of
what is called butternut canker which
kills the tree. Late information has introduced a hybrid which is a cross between the Japanese heartnut tree and
our native butternut. The cross is called
buartnut, and some growers who have
been working in this field believe there
are good signs that it may be resistant
to the butternut canker.

My attention to a variation was made by
someone who apparently thinks “outside the box,” and in discussion when
maple syrup was mentioned, he told me
had been tapping a large black walnut
tree in his yard and would be making
walnut syrup from it and would give me
a taste. This brought me to think about
other trees which could or had been
tapped in the past for use.
First, we are aware of the chicle from
the tropical sapodilla tree, which has
been made into chewing gum. Thank
you, Mr. Wrigley. There also is the rubber tree which is tapped for its latex to
make rubber for the industrial world.
Thank you Mr. Goodyear. These avenues then brought my curiosity to look
for which other trees had been tapped
over the years.
Of course, the Canadian sugar maple is

One tree which will be excluded for
use is a tree, which we saw while vacationing in Barbados, and that is the
manchineel tree. We were warned
about one on the sandy beach near our
rental spot. We used its shade, but were
warned firmly not to touch any part of
it, especially the fruit which might fall
from it. We kept our discreet distance.
Several other trees are also on the notap list.
It’s that time of year again - these two maple syrup sap buckets were found on a tree along
Maplewood Road in Wellesley township on Wednesday, March 9. (Photo credit: Veronica
Reiner)

the best, with most of the world’s maple
syrup being produced in Quebec. The
residents there are very proud of the
high quality of their syrup, and perhaps
rightly so. My tasting of it brought me to
agree, after the gift of a quart of maple





   
      

     

    
  
  
    
     
    


 
 
   
   
    
 
   
 

 
  
   
 
  
    
     

   
    
    
     

 
  


syrup that my friend had brought from
la belle provence.
Research will show that many other
tree varieties have been tapped. They
include red maple, paper bark birch,
sycamore with a nice butterscotch taste,
box elder (Manitoba maple), butternut,
linden (basswood), palm, black cherry,

One of my sources reports that when
buying syrup, the darker product has
a better flavour compared to lighter
versions. What can be better than a
nice dish of rice and raisin pudding, a
spoonful of whipped cream, sprinkled
with cinnamon and a generous coating of Canadian maple syrup. Have I
sweet-talked our readers into reaching
for the maple syrup?
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Green Hart Farms makes it easier to eat healthy
and choose local

Linda, left, and Kendra Danner, a mother-daughter duo who run Green Hart Farms, west
of New Hamburg.

By Veronica Reiner
Green Hart Farms, a New Hamburg
based operation, aims to make it easier
to eat healthier and choose local.
The farm was started by Kendra Danner in 2015. About four years later, her
mother, Linda, bought into the business

and the two ran it as a mother-daughter
partnership.
“We grow vegetables with minimal
sprays and organic approaches including mulches, compost, companion planting, and rotations,” said Linda, on how
they improve product quality. She added

A Hartshare Veggie Box by Green Hart Farms containing various items, including carrots
and a lettuce leaf blend. The program provides an online selection of more than 40 different varieties of produce.

this approach ensures that the produce
is free of chemical residues at peak nutritional content.
A staple of Green Hart Farms is the
Hartshare Veggie Box program. It provides an online selection of more than
40 different varieties of produce each

year. This includes items from their own
farm as well as other local farms.
During early spring (May to June), Green
Hart Farms provides radishes, bok choy,
peas shoots, arugula, spinach, lettuce,
green onions, baby carrots, kohlrabi,
Continued on page 27

SERVING WILMOT
TOWNSHIP FOR
39 YEARS!
Welding Tig - Mig - Stick - Oxy Act
Custom Fabrication
Millwrighting - On & Off Site
Machining
Custom Repairs
We Will Help You Make Anything

3504 Bleams Road, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-1952 | cress-ridge.com

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
Encourages All Canadians to Share the Road
with Farm Machinery

Spring has sprung!

That means more farm machinery are on roadways.
Farm machinery moves a lot slower than regular
traffic. Remember to slow down.
NO FARMERS NO FOOD
Dave MacKenzie MP - Woodstock Constituency Office
4-208 Huron Street Woodstock, Ontario N4S 7A1
Office | 519-421-7690 Fax | 519-421-9704
Email | dave.mackenzie.c1c@parl.gc.ca

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, March 24, 2022

27

Green Hart Farms makes it easier to eat healthy
and choose local
Continued from page 26

baby fennel, salad mix, spring turnips,
rhubarbs, and peas.
In late spring and summer, they provide green onions/onions, spinach, lettuce, beets, carrots, cucumbers, tomatoes
(cherry and slicing), sweet and hot peppers (late summer), zucchini, tomatillos, green garlic, beans, kale, herbs, and
shooting broccoli.
Produce from other local farmers provided in the veggie boxes includes onions, potatoes, beets and other roots, as
well as apples if they are available, and
other miscellaneous veggies for variety.
“Every year, we receive much positive
feedback from participants - the freshness of everything, the variety and convenience,” said Linda.
“One of the biggest benefits we hear
about is that having this box of fresh
produce arriving weekly at the door en-

courages them to eat healthier and stick
to diet-related goals. They find it less
tempting to go for less healthy options.”
She added that both parents and grandparents find the weekly box a fun way to
get the kids excited about preparing the
veggies and then enjoy eating them. “It’s
a great way to get kids onto a valuable
life skill and healthy habit early on.”
Linda said that eventually, they will
added fruit to the Hartshare Veggie Box
program. Each year, Linda and Kendra
plant more perennials and they plan to
offer fresh cherries and fruits grown organically on the farm.
“We continue to improve our growing
skills, trying new crops each season,”
said Linda. “Currently, we are working
on getting better at growing Chinese
Napa cabbage and stalk celery without
chemical sprays. Both have their challenges.”

The program is similar to a community
supported agriculture (CSA), a production and marketing model that connects
the producer and consumers within the
food system by allowing the consumer
to subscribe to the harvest of a certain
farm or group of farms.
However, members choose what goes
in their delivery each week or biweekly.
Green Hart Farms have a direct delivery option to homes within the specified
delivery area, including New Hamburg,
Baden, Waterloo, Kitchener, Cambridge
and Stratford. On-farm pickup is available for those not in the delivery area.
Linda spoke to the importance of shopping local, as it helps to support a strong
local economy. “It keeps a valuable
knowledge base and skillsets being cultivated in the community… something
we can see the importance of more in recent years and now with COVID impacts
and long supply chains being disrupted,”

she said.
The COVID-19 impacted Green Hart
Farms, said Linda, and that supplies became more difficult to obtain and shipments were delayed substantially. “We
have had to adapt. We plan ahead, have
contingency plans and order critical
items such as seed, seeding trays and
pots months earlier than we did in the
past.”
The organization adapted in other ways,
including by moving to contactless delivery as well as contactless pickup at
a self-serve stand on the farm. Masks
were required for on-farm visits, distancing and extra sanitization were put
in place.
Linda said they are looking to add onfarm events in the future, such as U-pick
for certain crops, tours and training. For
more information, visit www.greenhartfarms.ca.

Serving the area for 23 Years
AGRICULTURAL + RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL

With employees specialized in all different aspects of electrical installations we have become a long
standing trusted contractor in south western Ontario located just north of New Hamburg.
ESA/ECRA Licence # 7003180
Jantzi Electric, 1558 Perth Line 43, New Hamburg Ontario, Phone: (519) 656-2449
FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL
ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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A world-renowned soil mapping company, right in Tavistock

By Lee Griffi

decisions.”

A Tavistock company is taking soil mapping to an entirely new level. SoilOptix
is a unique topsoil analysis system that
boasts accuracy and precision in agriculture and a value-added layer that fits
into the everyday management decisions
growers make on their fields.

The technology at the core is a sensor of
about one metre long. It is a passive sensor meaning it works like a sponge. Raymer explains how the technology works.
“Soil is always in a form of a geological
decay. Gamma radiation coming out of
the ground is just like popcorn. The sensor then picks up on that and can analyze
the soil. Once the survey is completed,
the field technician will take physical
samples to go to a lab for measurement.
We do our magic with the data to blend
them together and create the map. All the
various components that a farmer would
want to see would be there.”

Paul Raymer is the Co-Founder and President and tells us that soil mapping is
cool, trendy and at the of the day helps to
service what our farmers are looking for.
“A farmer is looking for pockets of opportunity. Where can they save on fertilizer,
add seed or water, wherever they want to
do to mend the soil. The data from our
technology allows farmers to make those

Soil management has become an integral

we find rewarding is how we are helping the agricultural community. Not only
from an economic standpoint but also
from an environmental one. Some synthetic fertilizers are not the best for the
environment, so helping farms optimize
their soil inputs is important.” The carbon
level in the soil is becoming an industry
on its own, especially in parts of Europe.
“It's an interesting avenue where we are
going to see a lot of rapid change. To be
able to understand what the carbon levels are in the soil would allow the planting of correct plant species.”

part of farming, and Raymer says the results from the analysis guides the farmer in how to best treat the land. “There
could be a high pH in this area and lower
in that area, and it gives them an idea of
how to best manage the soil across the
field. It really is all about providing the
right soil treatment methods at the right
places in a field to keep the soil healthy.
Six years ago, SoilOptix had a decision
to make in terms of a change in its business model. “In 2016, we started to get
approached by other service providers
who were asking if it was something they
could offer. We thought maybe we could
shift our business from operating locally and independently to start partnering
in other regions. We would sell them the
technology, but we would become the
data processing centre. We don’t formally
label it as a franchise model, but it does
have many similarities.” Raymer says
once they have gone over the data, a report is given to the service provider who
delivers it to their customer.

Raymer has nothing but compliments for
his nearly 20 employees and explains
what type of person he looks for when
hiring. “The last few hiring rounds have
been technicians and production people
with the skillset of GIS and a statistical
background. They are young, but a vibrant and talented group. We train with
what the agricultural component needs
to be and give them a lesson in Farming
101.”
The SoilOptix offices are located on the
west end of Tavistock and as the business grew, the number of available desks
was at a minimum. “We were facing the
possibility of moving our office with the
number of staff, but the pandemic forced
us into more of a virtual situation and we
will be staying here for the foreseeable
future.” Raymer adds the team utilizes
virtual meetings and play online games
to be able to connect outside of actual
work.

Despite starting small in the Oxford
County area, the company has turned into
an international power in their field. “We
have a lot of pins on the map. We went
international in 2017 and are in 14 different counties right now,” adds Raymer. “It’s
been a pretty interesting journey, and it's
helping put Tavistock on the map.”
Raymer says he would like to see the
company experience continued growth
for the betterment of the industry. “What
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“They always go above and beyond to help out”
- J. Dozert
  
   

   
   

       
    

  
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR
TOO SMALL

• NEW INSTALLATIONS • RENOVATIONS • REPAIRS
• SEWER CAMERA • WATER SOFTENERS
• WATER HEATERS • A MINI EXCAVATOR FOR SEWER
WATER AND HYDRO TRENCHING AND TILE REPAIRS

BIN RENTAL

(14 yard bins for rent anything from yard clean up to a roof or renovation)


    

Jeremy Berger
Owner
519-274-0160
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Frey family dairy barn open house draws in 1,500

Many exhibitors made it out to the dairy farm open house, hosted by the Frey family, at Adieu Farms in Waterloo on March 17. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

By Veronica Reiner
A dairy farm open house, hosted by the
Frey family, drew in about 1,500 people
on Thursday, March 17. The new barn,
called Adieu Farms, is located at 1448
New Jerusalem Road in Waterloo.
The family celebrated the reconstruction of their barn after a fire destroyed
the original red structure in summer
2020. Damages were estimated at about
$1-million and about 40 young cattle
were lost, although the milking herd
survived as it was out in the pasture
when the barn caught fire.
Dave Kabbes works at Conestoga Agri
Systems, an agricultural service based
in Alma. He did the layout for the barn
and looks after the milking equipment.
He said the event was a success.
“So many people commented that it was
nice to get out and do this type of thing
again. Farmers are very social people
- they like to network and talk and see
what’s out there and what’s going on,”
said Kabbes. “They hadn’t really had
that opportunity for the last few years.”
Many visitors came from the area, but
there were others that came from further out that made the drive, including

a family from Niagara, as well as some
people from London, said Kabbes.
The event featured many exhibitors,
such as Darway Construction, who
helped with the construction of the new
barn, Ontario Harvest Store, Ventec, and
many more.
Advertised features include a GEA
Global 90i parallel parlour with Dematron 70 milk metres in Medallion cabinets with IQ milkers, GEA Houle alley
scrapers and manure handling, Legend
Rubber soft maps, Ventec flap dug ventilation, 4x Harvestore 20 x 90 forage
units, 1x Harvestore 20 x 80 high moisture corn unit, 2x Harvestore XL 200’s,
2x Harvestore Alliance motors, Canarm
free stalls, self lock and gates, Canarm
calf suites, Ventec cyclone fans and Polymat air curtains.

six months, and we would have had an
open house sooner, but with COVID restrictions, we knew that wasn’t going to
work,” said Kabbes.
The new barn is located in a different location than the original barn. “For what
they wanted to build, they couldn’t build
it in the exact same spot,” said Kabbes.
“The older barns were kind of built into
the hill, and that just wasn’t possible
with this barn. That just wasn’t possible
with this barn, so they had to have a bit
more level, flatter piece of ground.”
The Frey family works about 50 to 60

cows, and do not rely on a lot of outside help, and do well on their own, said
Kabbes. “They’ve certainly built a facility that the next generation can start to
work into; there’s room for growth as
they feel the need.”
The parents have six children, and one,
in particular, is involved with the dairy
operation.
“The big for them is that they’re just
glad to be milking cows again,” said Kabbes. “They were very thankful for the
help they had. They’re very appreciative
people.”

50

It was also put together rather quickly,
taking a little over one month for organizers to plan. “Normally, it takes us
a couple of months to organize everything, get everything planned, but this
one we did in about five weeks.”
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The reconstruction of the barn took
a little over a year, and the Frey family moved in around October 2021.
“They’ve been operating now for about

Assorted Hardware

Plumbing Parts &
Fittings—1/2” to 1”
+ Stenner Parts

Motors for Flex Augers & Fans
Drop by our Showroom on Hwy 59 in Hickson.
Monday - Thursday 8-5pm and Friday 8-noon.

1-800-552-1064
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1426 Hutchison Rd. Wellesley, ON

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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A Division of Jantzi Plumbing Inc.
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The "Golden Hens" and the Zehr family farm

Pictured in front of the farm's egg packing and grading machine last week is Orval Zehr,
flanked by his two sons, Jordan and Jared.

By Gary West
If you’ve ever been to some of the small
farm markets in and around Perth county, you may have seen the name “Golden
Hen Acres” on the carton of brown eggs
you have purchased. They come from
the family farm owned by Orval and
Judy Zehr; it is located on the edge of a
small corner called Topping, located in
Perth East about 10 kilometres west of
Wellesley.
Orval and Judy, along with their two
sons, Jordan and Jared, share the duties
in washing, grading and packaging eggs

from their flock of 500 hens, along with
grading eggs from some of the small egg
farms nearby. They realize they are not
the largest egg farm in the area, but believe they have tapped into the niche
market of farm fresh food.
These include three stores in Kitchener-Waterloo, the community food centre
in Stratford, the Wild Hog Market, Brenda’s Place and Bakery along with the
Little Green Grocer in Stratford. These
locations receive their free run eggs
once or twice a week. The Zehr’s adhere
to the Egg Farmers of Canada “egg quality assurance program” (EQA). They also

THINKING OF TRYING
SOMETHING NEW?
Farm grants are available to
support soil health and water
quality projects in the Region
of Waterloo.
Rural Water Quality Program
Apply for grants of up to
$25,000 per project.
This program is funded by the
Regional Municipality of Waterloo

Here, Orval Zehr serves an egg customer at their market stand last week at the Stratford
farmers market.

serve customers at the busy Stratford
Agricultural Society farmers market every Saturday at the Rotary Complex in
Stratford.
The RR1 Milverton family was grandfathered into the business with 500 hens
in 1992, after Orval had completed 31
years of being a school teacher. After
being raised on a mixed farm near the
village of Poole, he said he had always
dreamed of being a farmer. He then purchased his 114 acre farm directly across
from the school he once went to - the
one-room Topping Public School.

Grants and incentives are
available for selected water
quality improvement
projects, including:
• Cover crops
• Erosion control structures
• Crop nutrient plans
• Tree planting
• Livestock fencing along watercourses
• Well upgrades and well abandonment
• Manure storages
• Natural area restoration
• And others
Contact us today!
ruralwater@grandriver.ca
1-866-900-4722 ext. 2242

Orval said they also raise and finish
hogs from their 65 sow herd and market them at Fearmans Pork in Burlington. Besides egg and livestock farming,
they also have a large number of acres
of vegetable gardens, which they also
market through their farm gate and established farm markets. With spring just
around the corner, their family knows
that things are going to get much busier. They said they enjoy the lifestyle and
visiting and meeting satisfied customers
they deal with on a daily and weekly basis.
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ON SELECT SERIES LAWN MOWERS!

Bring your turf & property care equipment in for a
Premier Service Inspection and SAVE!
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GAS CHAIN SAW
SAVE $60
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with 16” bar
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RMA 460

BATTERY LAWN MOWER

Honda lawn & garden
equipment available now!
Visit us to find out more!

$

GTA 26

59999

BATTERY
PRUNING SAW

Tavistock | (519) 655-2200

537098 Oxford Road 34

$

19999

MSRP
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battery and charger $159.99

premierequipment.ca
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Baden farmer appeals to community
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

penses.”

Bryan Izzard, who owns Two Calves
Standing farm in Baden, is appealing to
the Wilmot community for support.

The post received hundreds of shares,
likes, and comments, with the community rallying together to support the Wilmot-based farmer. The meat boxes range
from $50 to $575, with available varieties of meat including chicken, sausage,
deli, pepperettes, heritage pork, sustainable steaks, ribs, turkey, ground meat,
bacon, and more.

“I’m at a financial crossroads with the
farm and desperately need to generate
some sales to keep things afloat,” said
Izzard on the Wilmot Stronger Facebook
group on Tuesday, March 22.
“I recently filled the freezers with some
great meats and need to turn them into
revenue in order to keep up with ex-

“I’ve kept the prices down for now despite huge increases in expenses (fuel,
feed, land rental, etc.), and with the sav-

ings you get on the boxes, the prices are
really great for locally and thoughtfully raised meats, even better than many
grocery store prices,” said Izzard.
Izzard’s livestock consists of rare, heritage breed animals, and Two Calves
Standing offers a line up of non GMO,
hormone and antibiotic-free meat.
For the most part, his livestock is pasture fed, allowing them to obtain their
diet from the earth, which limits the
environmental costs of feeding them.
Grass-fed stock tastes different.

“You get great meat within your budget
while stocking up at 2017 prices,” said
Izzard. “You also get to support food security and environmentally considerate
farming.”
The meat boxes can be found at www.
twocalvesstanding.com/meat-boxes.
html.
Those who wish to provide feedback or
helpful suggestions can email Bryan at
twocalvesstanding@gmail.com or text
him at 519-504-2312.

sales@sfe-sales.com
www.sfe-sales.com

Spring into Savings
7.5” Sweeps

4$ OFF

All Earth
Metal Sweeps

Victory Blue
DEF

part# 1547097C2

Bryan Izzard of Two Calves Standing.

$15.00

$13.99

Regular $19.40

Regular $21.68

CCUIW
Lawn Mower
Batteries

Group 31
Batteries

$54.99

$122.50
Always Great
Price!

was $65.00

Get up to 12% off
filters AND a

$100 instant rebate

on Genuine Case IH
Lubricants and Filters

Stratford
1-866-393-3276

New Hamburg
1-866-393-0087

sales@sfe-sales.com

UP TO 12% OFF!
London
1-866-462-8001

25% OFF

All Hardi
sprayer nozzles!
Woodstock
1-866-631-7446

www.sfe-sales.com
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Perth County Federation of Agriculture elects new
president

Perth County Federation of Agriculture President Julie Danen is all smiles last week with
the family Danzel herd of registered Holstein milking cows. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Julie Danen moderates a Perth County Federation agricultural forum in Stratford last
week, between Perth Wellington MP John Nater the MP and Perth Wellington MPP Randy
Pettapiece.

By Gary West

alfalfa.

Over the last number of years, there have been many
changes made in leadership in farm communities
across Ontario and especially in Perth County. Dairy
and cash crop farmer, Julie Danen, is one of those leaders.

Julie was recently elected to lead the Perth County
Federation of Agriculture as its president, after being
elected as a director since 2011. She has also sat on
the Policy Advisory Council (PAC) for the last seven
years, and has been an active 4-H leader for over 25
years. She has also been involved in the agriculture
business community of Perth East, Perth South and
Wilmot West, formed to educate Ministry of Transportation staff (MTO) about agriculture for the Highway
7&8 environmental assessment.

She farms with her husband Ed (who was also president from 2006 to 2008) and her family near Punkeydoodles Corners in Perth County. They own and operate a very successful 140 cow dairy operation on Pork
Road (Line 33) southwest of New Hamburg and farm
600 acres where they grow corn, soybeans, wheat and

Danen also participated in Ontario Federation of Ag-

riculture (OFA) lobby day at Queens Park in 2020. The
University of Guelph graduate said she believes that
agriculture in Ontario is an exciting, innovative and vibrant industry. She stated that one of the challenges
farmers face is how to communicate with non-farmers.
She feels that people are curious about how their food
is produced and feels farmers and the OFA needs to
engage people and show them that we all want the
same thing. Things such as sustainable local food production, mitigating climate change, and a vibrant connection to the communities we live in.
Danen feels there are many issues and challenges facing agriculture in Perth County and the province. As
president, she would like to take the story of farmers
and share it with politicians and bureaucrats, as well as
include the passion for agriculture that most farmers
have.
She recently moderated the Perth County Federation
of Agriculture Member of Parliament (MP) and Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) meeting in Stratford. At the event, most of the commodities of agriculture in Perth County were represented. She was also
able to express some of the farmers' concerns for the
future of agriculture in Perth County to Perth-Wellington MP John Nater and Perth-Wellington MPP Randy
Pettapiece.
The newly elected president feels that through connections with elected agricultural officials, farmers will
be able to build support for agriculture policies and
programs that will be beneficial to the farmers of Perth
county.
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COMMUNITY —
Late day sun in Perth County Lautenschlager's Corner

Reference ID: W-02222, donated by Harold Lautenschlager. Photo Credit: The Township of
Wilmot Archives.
Featuring photos from the John Lautenschlager studio, New Hamburg, circa 18951928.
Pictured is the late day sun in the clouds north of Tavistock last week on March 16, four days
before the official first day of spring. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Serving
Ontario
Agriculture
since 1966!

Periodically we will showcase one of these
photos and appeal for your help. If you
can identify the subject(s) in the photo,

WWW.BWFEED.CA

please email info@thewilmotpost.ca using the Reference ID code. We will let you
know when we get a match. If you have a
Lautenschlager photo and you don’t know
who it’s of, send it in! We might print it in
an upcoming issue.

519-662-1773

family owned
&
Operated

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH 2022
March 26th
Waterloo-Oxford Prom
Bottle Drive
Drop off refundable bottles/cans in the Iron Bridge
Fabrication front parking
lot. Address is 89 Hamilton Road in New Hamburg.
Contact @woprom2022 on
Instagram with any questions.
March 26th to 27th
Online silent auction for
the Wilmot Wolverine
Girls Hockey Association.
Starts Saturday at 10 a.m.
and ends Sunday at 5 p.m.
To participate, visit www.
wilmotgirlshockey.com. No
registration required. All
proceeds go to WGA and

Wilmot Area Life Donation
Awareness (WALDA).

are Saturday mornings 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

details visit http://ow.ly/
WJE850HXvPb.

March 28th

April 9th

April 11th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Karaoke

Blood Donation Event

Online meeting starting at 7
p.m. Details at www.wilmot.
ca.

At the New Hamburg Legion. Music and dancing is
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. while
karaoke will take place from
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Snacks and
draws will be available.
Legion membership not required, everyone welcome.

Takes place at Steinmann
Mennonite Church at 1316
Snyder’s Road West in New
Hamburg. Registration can
be done online at www.
blood.ca from about 2 p.m.
until 8 p.m.

March 29th
Wellesley Council Meeting
Online meeting starting at
6:45 p.m. Details at www.
wellesley.ca.
April 2nd

April 9th to June 4th

Art Classes for Kids

Home Alone Course

The Wilmot Recreation
Complex is offering art
classes for children 6 to 12
years. Create a new masterpiece each week. Classes

Safety Tree course that
takes place at the Wilmot
Recreation Complex from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Designed for
ages 9-14. For full course

April 13th
Wilmot Centre Seniors
Program
From 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
Wilmot Centre Church in
Petersburg. Free will offering donation. Featuring
Hank & Janet Sonnenberg.
Come at 1 p.m. for dessert,

beverage and warm fellowship. To let the church know
you are coming, call them at
519 634 8687.
April 14th
Rib and Tail Dinner
Hosted by the Optimist
Club of Shakespeare at the
Shakespeare Community
Centre from 5 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
Optimist Club members,
including Shelley Gingerich
Jeary, are selling tickets.
May 2nd
Takes place at the Wellesley
Community Centre at 1,000
Maple Leaf Street in Wellesley. Registration can be
done online at www.blood.
ca from about 2 p.m. until 8
p.m.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS

and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk,
Soundtracks are of particular interest.
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart

of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper
of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer
will be answered. It has never been known to
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.


   
   

 

Wanted: Old clocks and old wristwatch’s.



   

 


  


Also old radios, beer trays and local brewery
items Kuntz and Huether.
Call 519-570-6920 Cash paid.

WORDSEARCH
ANSWERS

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com
jonwitzel.com

Weekly Quiz Answers
1)Polo
2)June
3)Helium
4)Oslo
5)Tour de France
6)Chicago
7)Perry White

8)The Eiffel Tower
9)Joint
Photographic
Experts Group
10)1600
Pennsylvania
Avenue

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS
CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact
Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please
support our Gazette
local businesses
The
Wilmot-Tavistock

STORAGE SPACE

AUTOMOTIVE

STORE YOUR STUFF!

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

Mark McKay

EXCAVATING SERVICES

Skidsteer and Mini Excavator

Randy Fletcher

519-272-3641

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Brian Stere

519-276-1851
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

TAVISTOCK
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

JON WITZEL
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.
10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

TECHNICAL SERVICES

519-301-1097

markmckay@rogers.com

- Installation

Doug Woelfle
- Sales & Service
Owner/Operator
- Residential
dwoelfle@rogers.com
- Commercial

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING
** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **
- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

63 Hope St. W.
Box 899, Tavistock
N0B 2R0

Owner/Operator

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING

HEALTH SERVICES

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy
We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846
Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries
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PAVESTONE

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

McKay Plumbing

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

Thursday, March 24, 2022

CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

Kris Zehr

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Cell: 519-801-1743

LAWN MAINTENANCE

& LANDSCAPING

Locally Owned & Operated
Commercial & Residential
Lawn Care Programs
Rolling, Aerating, Fertilizer, Weed Control,
Overseeding, Concrete, Asphalt Sealing Crack
Repair, Line Painting, Landscape Design &
Construction Projects

Kyle Meadows • 519-801-5983
Shawn Murphy • 226-220-0292
meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

Colleen’s T.L.C.
Services For Seniors

by a Certified Personal Support Worker

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

sczehr@execulink.com

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

Country Geek

Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford,
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service
CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037
countrygeek33@gmail.com

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101

info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

TRAVEL

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Res: 519-655-2548
Bus: 519-273-4400
Independently
Owned & Operated

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys • 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

HAIR CARE

MAPLE SYRUP

2022 MAPLE SYRUP

Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays.
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627

CUSTOM CABINETRY

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19
RESPONSE

Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers
Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

LEGAL SERVICES

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com
Phone: 519-655-3500
Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Return Address Envelopes
Brochures
Letterheads
Business Cards
Custom Work Order Templates
Gift Certificates
Invoices
Posters
Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies

CONTACT US AT:
tavistockgazette@rogers.com
519-655-2341

Deadline for all upcoming
advertisements is MONDAY AT 10AM

Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.

“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

P RO F E S S I O N A L C O R P O R AT I O N

Looking for listings!
New Single
Family Homes

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

of the week the ad is to be run!
Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Phone: 519-655-2341 or
Email: tavistockgazette@rogers.com
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Thank You to Our Farmers!

Farmers Feed Cities, TLC Feeds Pets.

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg

Order online today!
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.

