
By Veronica Reiner

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette has asked 
three questions to the Member of Provincial 
Parliament candidates in Kitchener-Cones-
toga. In this week's edition, they are an-
swering this one:

Inflation is out of control; the price of gas is 
through the roof, and everything costs more. 
What can you and your party do to improve 
the cost of living and affordability for resi-
dents of Kitchener-Conestoga?

Progressive Conservative candidate Mike 
Harris:

The Ontario PC Party is committed to mak-
ing life more affordable for the residents and 
families of Kitchener-Conestoga. Our gov-
ernment has been laser-focused on stream-
lining the process of increasing housing 
supply, including affordable housing, pur-
pose-built rentals, and single-family homes. 
Our approach has already resulted in over 
100,000 new construction starts, the highest 
in over thirty years. This approach has put 
us on track to meet our goal of building up 
to 1.5 million homes over the next ten years.

The PC Government also committed to low-
ering taxes on gas which will take effect 
July 1. We have ended fees for licence plate 
stickers, putting more money in the pock-
ets of hard-working Ontarians. We are also 
expanding access to natural gas and broad-
band internet throughout the riding and im-
proving access to affordable childcare.

We are also investing in critical infrastruc-
ture like hospitals and highways to provide 
people with the services they'll need now 
and into the future so that our local and pro-
vincial economies can recover and thrive.

A PC Government will continue to make On-
tario the best place to work, live and raise a 
family. We will always support the needs of 
our growing communities right here in Wa-
terloo Region.

Continued on page 2Continued on page 2
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A thunderstorm caused property damage, 
felled trees, and road closures across lo-
cal areas, including Wilmot and Wellesley 
townships, East-Zorra Tavistock, and 
across Southern Ontario on Saturday, 
May 21. Across the province, about 10 
people died as a result of the storm.

The storm rolled through Waterloo 
Region and Perth County Saturday 

afternoon, bringing 131 kilometre an 
hour winds, heavy rain, and possible hail 
in some areas.

Damage spotted in local areas includes 
a tree down on Decew Street East in 
Tavistock. Tavistock resident Cindy 
Schweitzer said it took a couple of days to 
complete the clean-up. "We had a small 
hole on the main house roof and the 
eavestrough is bent," she said. "Everyone 

is fine and no injuries. Thankfully we 
had lots of help from our friends and 
neighbours."

One Tavistock resident recalled seeing 
smoke and sparks after a large tree limb 
came down, creating a small fire on the 
front lawn of a property on Hope Street 
East. Tavistock firefighters were brought 
in to block off the area at the intersection 

Shakespeare firefighters, along with station captain Dave Bell, survey the damage from a downed maple tree across Road 106, south-
east east of Shakespeare. The tree’s branches were left smouldering the live power line, which gives hydro to farms and residential 
homes in the area. The road was closed for 30 hours while crews cleared the tree and reattached the power lines to the poles. (Photo 
credit: Gary West)

Heavy thunderstorm hammers local 
areas and beyond, causing property 
damage, power outages, and road closures
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Liberal Party candidate Melanie Van Al-
phen:

The cost of living has skyrocketed out 
of control, making life unaffordable for 
Kitchener-Conestoga residents. The On-
tario Liberal affordability pledge com-
mits to 19 ways we will improve the cost 
of living for residents.

The people of Kitchener-Conestoga will 
see transit rates lower to $1, and we will 
work to improve accessibility and more 
intercity connections while also reducing 
gas taxes. When it comes to housing, we 
will build 1.5 million homes with 138,000 
new deeply affordable homes. An in-
crease in food costs is also rising and a 
concern. We will remove the provincial 
HST from prepared foods under $20. The 
Ontario Liberal party is also committed to 
increasing the minimum wage to $16 and 
bringing in a regional living wage.

Our plan is comprehensive and will sup-
port many when it comes to the cost of 
living and affordability. From business 
owners to students, better pay for health 
care workers and refunds for child care, 
affordable homes to rent control, there 
is something in here for everyone. I am 
committed to connecting with and listen-
ing to the residents of Kitchener-Cones-
toga as we work to make life more afford-
able.

New Democratic Party candidate Karen 
Meissner:

At the doorsteps, I hear people talking 
about how hard life has become, that they 
don't have any room in their budget for 
any extras, and that their paycheques ar-
en't going as far. The NDP wants to ad-
dress this by banning price gouging at the 
pumps, increasing the minimum wage to 
$20/hour, and having dental care, phar-
macare, and mental health under OHIP. 
These are just a few ways that we can 

address the affordability crisis many are 
facing today.

Housing is also a top issue for residents 
in Kitchener-Conestoga. For many, home-
ownership is out of reach. Renters are 
finding themselves facing evictions or 
renovictions. At the doorsteps, several 
people have told me they are considering 
leaving Ontario because they can't find 
a home that fits their needs. The Ontar-
io NDP believes that housing is a human 
right. In 2020, The NDP came out with 
our platform called "Homes You Can Af-
ford" - this crisis was known to us many 
years ago. Since then, we've become more 
aggressive in our goals to house every-
one. In it you will find plans for real rent 
control, recommits to repairing 260,000 
social housing units and building more 
homes that fit the needs of the commu-
nity. Additionally, our strategy is about 
working with local municipal govern-
ments and their calls to end exclusionary 
zoning.

New Blue Party candidate Jim Karahali-
os:

The Gazette received no direct response 
to the question, but did receive sever-
al other emails regarding the campaign 
activities of Jim and Belinda Karaholios. 
The New Blue Party campaign sent the 
following email immediately following 
the query:

Due to the increased volume of emails we 
have been receiving with interest in the 
New Blue Party of Ontario, it has taken us 
longer than we'd like to respond. We can 
assure you that every email we receive 
is read. Thank you for your patience and 
your support!

Green Party candidate Nasir Abdulle

The Gazette has attempted to contact the 
candidate several times via the email ad-
dress listed on the official Green Party 
website with no success therefore no an-
swer to the question has been submitted.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Stunt driver charged

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) has 
charged a Kitchener driver after they were speeding more 
than 40 kilometres per hour over the limit in Perth East.

On May 17 at about 8:30 a.m., a police officer was pa-
trolling on Perth Line 34 in Perth East township. The of-
ficer stopped a vehicle after it was found to be travelling 
more than 100 kilometres an hour in a 60 kilometre per 
hour limit zone.

A 27-year-old Kitchener resident was charged with “race 
motor vehicle - excessive speed.”

A 30-day driving suspension and 14-day vehicle im-
poundment was initiated as per statute. The accused is 
scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to answer to the charge.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at www.
opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anonymous 
can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or leave an 
anonymous message online at www.P3tips.com.

Theft from demolition site

On May 16 at about 3:20 a.m., the Waterloo Regional Po-
lice Service (WRPS) received a report of theft of materials 
from a demolition site on Charles Street in Wilmot town-
ship. It was reported that two unknown males took the 
materials and fled the scene in a truck.

Anyone with information about this incident is asked the 
call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous tips can also be submitted at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.com.

Theft from vehicle in Wilmot

The WRPS received a report of a theft from a motor ve-
hicle in Wilmot township on May 15 at about 11:50 a.m. 
Sometime between 6 p.m. on May 14 and 9 a.m. on May 
15, an unknown suspect(s) entered an unlocked vehicle 
parked in a driveway on Erbach Crescent. Personal prop-
erty was taken from the vehicle.

Vehicle stolen from dealership in Perth East

A Perth County OPP investigation is underway after a ve-
hicle was reported stolen from a business in Perth East.

Police responded on May 14 after the victim realized their 
1993 green Ford Festiva car had been stolen overnight 
from a dealership located on Line 35 in Perth East town-

ship. The vehicle was at the dealership for service and 
was reportedly locked when it was taken.

The Perth County OPP is reminding citizens to keep all 
vehicles and buildings locked and report suspicious ac-
tivity immediately. Consider installing security features, 
such as increased lighting, cameras or alarms.

Damage to church window in Wellesley

A police investigation is underway after damage to a 
church window was found in Wellesley township.

The WRPS received a report of property damage to a 
church on Hutchison Road on May 11 at about 9:15 a.m. 
Sometime between May 9 at 9 a.m. and May 11 at 9 a.m., 
unknown suspects damaged a window of the church.

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers.

Tractor fire in Wilmot

The WRPS responded to a report of a fire at a farm on 
Huron Road in Wilmot Township.

The incident occurred on May 10 at about 9:25 p.m. A trac-
tor near a barn was on fire and firefighters from the Wilm-
ot Fire department were able to extinguish the fire before 
it spread to any buildings. The fire is not believed to be 
suspicious at this time.

NEWS BRIEFS

Kitchener Conestoga MPP candidates' approach to inflation

of Wellington Street and Hope Street, as 
live wires created dangerous conditions 
at the intersection. Hydro crews were on 
scene by late afternoon, and the area was 
reopened.

ERTH Power reported that all power had 
been restored in Tavistock as of 8:43 p.m. 
during the day of the storm.

"Our Public Works team is continuing 
to clean up after this weekend's storm," 
said East-Zorra Tavistock in a Tweet on 
Tuesday, May 24. "There is extensive dam-
age to trees around the township."

A basswood tree was uprooted on Wilmot 
Street in New Hamburg, a maple tree 
was downed on Sandhills Road, south 

of Baden, as well as on David Street in 
Wellesley. Hydro poles were downed on 
Queen Street in New Dundee. There were 
several road closures as a result of dam-
ages, including David Street in Wellesley, 
and Road 106 in Shakespeare.

Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro, Waterloo North 
Hydro, and ERTH Power reported power 
outages in their service areas on the day 
of the storm. According to the Kitchener-
Wilmot Hydro outage map, there were 
about 691 customers without power as of 
11:45 a.m. that day.

Crews were hard at work getting the 
power restored. Kitchener Wilmot Hydro 
crews reported rebuilding the pole line 
on Queen Street in New Hamburg/

Petersburg, as well as removing a tree that 
had fallen on a pole on Sandhills Road 
near Baden, as well as repairing the pole, 
and restoring service. As of Tuesday, May 
24, there were still some customers with-
out power, but crews were working hard 
to get it done.

"We're sending a big THANK YOU to 
the crews, control room operators, engi-
neers, customer care staff, and Waterloo 
North Hydro Crews who worked over 
the long weekend to restore power," said 
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro in a Tweet. "It 
was a massive, exhausting job, but they 
were determined and got it done."

Waterloo North Hydro reported that pow-
er had been restored to all customers in 

its service area as of 7:48 a.m. on Saturday, 
May 22.

The Grand River Conservation Authority, 
which serves the Wilmot and Wellesley 
area, closed rail trails and natural areas 
across their watershed for the day, such 
as the Elora-Cataract Trailway, Snyder's 
Flats in Bloomingdale, and Dumfries in 
Cambridge.

"The weather system that swept through 
Southern Ontario on Saturday afternoon 
has resulted in significant damage to 
trees in several Grand River Conservation 
Authority (GRCA) natural areas and on 
GRCA trails throughout the Grand River 
watershed," said the GRCA in a release. 

More storm photos on page 19.

Heavy thunderstorm hammers local areas and beyond, causing 
property damage, power outages, and road closures
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FEATURE —

By Veronica Reiner

The owners of Jake & Humphrey’s Bistro in 
New Hamburg have announced their retire-
ment, with the last day of service on Sep-
tember 30.

It’s a milestone for Janet Duncan and Klaus 
Ristanovic, who have run the quaint restau-
rant on Peel Street for the past 12 years.

“We had started talking about it before 
COVID, because our business license comes 
due then,” said Janet, adding that the last 
time they had renewed the license was five 
years ago.

“We were thinking, by the time that comes 
around, I’m going to be almost 60, and my 
husband is in his 70s, and we’re thinking, 
‘Do we want to keep hauling at this age?’”

The couple met in 1986 while they were 
working at the Waterlot Restaurant and 
Inn - Klaus as a chef and Janet as a sous 
chef. They cooked up to 80 hours per week 
in those days, added Janet, and also worked 
at various other restaurants over the years, 
including in Stratford, Kitchener, and St. 
Mary’s.

The opportunity to own their own restau-
rant arose after the house on 196 Peel Street 
came up for sale. They purchased it in 1995.

“When we saw it, we thought it suited our 
idea of a restaurant,” said Janet. “Previous-
ly, the family that had been in it had been 
there since 1945.”

It was a long process before the bottom 
floor transitioned from a home to a bistro. 
Extensive renovations were necessary. Jan-
et said, “It was quite run down and needed 
a lot of work.”

Some of the renovation work they did 
themselves. If needed, they called in pro-
fessionals for more complicated jobs, such 
as electricians and plumbers.  

They began to collect equipment, such as 
freezers, ovens, refrigerators, fine dishes, 
and high quality cutlery. They decided to 
name their restaurant after their cats - Jake 
the black cat, and Humphrey the grey cat.

After about 15 years of preparation, Jake & 
Humphrey’s opened for business in Octo-
ber 2010. They were open five days a week, 
Tuesdays to Saturdays for lunch and dinner, 
and seating about 40 people. Guests were 
mainly local at first, but grew to include Wa-
terloo Region and beyond, including Water-
loo, Kitchener, Cambridge and Stratford.

“The community has been really good. 
We’re really lucky that New Hamburg has 
been growing over the years,” said Janet. 
“The Stonecroft communities, Morningside 

communities, and even Foxboro - we get a 
good deal of our customers from town and 
those subdivisions.”

There are three full-time staff members, 
including one front-of-house staff member, 
Christine Jovanovic, who has worked there 
since the opening, as well as about three 
part-time waitstaff and about five dish-
washers.

Scheduling and hours changed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but the owners of Jake 
& Humphrey’s were in a fortunate position 
when government mandates required busi-
nesses to close down to slow the spread.

“We were very lucky that when COVID hit 
we were not in debt. We were pretty secure 
- we didn’t lose anything, and we weren’t 

behind on payments, but we certainly didn’t 
make anything either,” said Janet.

They did not jump on the idea of offering 
takeout right away, with the bistro having a 
focus on sit-down dining and in-person at-
tendance. Eventually, they moved to offer-
ing takeout foods.

The hours were changed as a result, clos-
ing the restaurant on Tuesdays, as well as 
taking out the lunch option. “It’s not really 
worth it financially unless you’re really roll-
ing,” said Janet.

The government programs, such as the 
wage subsidy, helped to keep the business 
afloat. It covered the wages of Janet, Klaus 
and their front-of-house full-time staff 
member.

On the entree menu at Jake & Humphrey’s 
include braised beef short ribs, pan-fried 
baby beef liver and bacon, grilled striploin 
steak with a three peppercorn sauce, and 
pan roasted arctic char with a citrus white 
wine butter sauce, and more.

They also offer a variety of appetizers, 
including shrimp tomato bisque, bacon 
wrapped rabbit sausage, and mixed greens 
tossed in a balsamic vinaigrette. Desserts 
are lemon meringue tarte, poppy seed an-
gel food cake, J&H brownie, and cinnamon 
spice pound cake.

After the official closing date of September 
30, the pair continues to keep the building, 
as they also live upstairs. When asked what 
it’s like to work out of your home, Janet said, 
“It’s got its ups and downs. It’s certainly an 
easy commute, I’ll give it that.”

Janet added she would not be against sell-
ing the building. “We’re not in a rush to sell, 
but if someone fell in love with it, and gave 
us a good offer, we would probably consider 
it, yeah.”

Owners of Jake & Humphrey’s Bistro to retire September 30

Owners of Jake & Humphrey’s Bistro, Klaus Ristanovic and Janet Duncan, are set the retire 
the restaurant on September 30. They live in the upstairs floor of the Peel Street building 
in New Hamburg and plan to keep it after the closure date. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Meme's Café, Short Stop, Sobeys, 

Office Pro, No Frills, Mario's Chicken, Library, 
McDonalds, Tim Hortons

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Valumart
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market
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OPINION —

A Perspectives column some 
time ago listed memories of by-
gone days and brought a nice 
response from a number of our 
readers. Thanks to readers Mar-
ion, Wayne and Frank, who sent 
great additional topics to discuss.

Remember the wall telephones, 
the big walnut wooden box that 
hung on the wall; the black and 
nickel mouthpiece that stuck out 
jauntily and the black earpiece 
connected to the left side; and 
on the right, the hand-crank for 
the bells which adorned the top 
front? The hand-crank? When 
we turned it, the signal went to 
a central office where the tele-
phone operator who sat prim-

ly in front of a keyboard above 
which was a bank of phone con-
nections. After lifting the receiv-
er and then turning the crank, we 
would hear the cheery operator’s 
voice asking: “Number, please.” 
You might reply something like 
“279W, please”. She then would 
connect your line with your cho-
sen number and ring that per-
son’s phone.

Simple as that might be for lo-
cal calls, a long distance call was 
another matter. On New Year’s 
Day 1931, George Issler of Cal-
gary phoned his parents here for 
holiday greetings. The event was 
reported in the local weekly here 
as: “the voice was loud and clear, 
and it only took 45 minutes for 
the call to be connected, over a 
distance of 2000 miles”. Using a 
cell phone today with almost in-
stant connections to nearly any-
where we realize that the good 
old days weren’t always that 
good.

A phone call from Tavistock to 
Kitchener cost 15c, so one of our 
Tavistock relatives, extremely 
thrifty, and who could squeeze 
a dime till the ship on it sank, 
would visit us in New Hamburg, 

then would ask to use our phone 
to make a few business calls to 
Kitchener (free of charge).

Years later, the telephone com-
pany upgraded its service by 
eliminating the switchboard op-
eration in favour of dial service. 
A new central dial operation was 
built on Peel Street in New Ham-
burg, and new phone numbers 
were assigned. At first, seven 
numbers were needed; 662 was 
the number assigned to the New 
Hamburg area within the larger 
519 area code. The new system 
was inaugurated locally in 1964.

One of our local businessmen, 
Harold Schmidt of Baden, was 
the owner of several rural tele-
phone systems, one in Eastern 
Ontario, the other near Midland. 
His attempt to further his

interests by buying the Wilmot 
Township telephone operation 
then owned by the subscribers 
was not successful as Bell Tele-
phone submitted a much higher 
bid in a tendered purchase.

Milk delivery in our previous 
story was delivered from a four-
wheeled box-like wagon, and 
each side had a middle door 

for ease in delivery. Pulled by a 
horse which was not always calm 
and, if spooked by a car, might 
bolt, run and tip the wagon with 
spilled milk to cry over. Bread 
delivery was done from the same 
style of wagon. Bread cost seven 
cents a loaf, a cent more if sliced 
or wrapped.

A more local area caller was the 
slight, older man who came with 
bread, cakes and buns from the 
TVB (The Very Best?) Stratford 
Bakery. Driving a vintage Durant 
dark green panel van, he always 
was followed by children asking 
for “any stale cookies or buns?”. 
In depression years, some of the 
children in rather ragged clothes 
might receive a cookie or bun, 
likely paid for by the empathetic 
delivery man himself.

Who can forget the iceman, who 
picked up a block of ice from his 
wagon using iron tongs, sticking 
his left arm out for balance, en-
ter the house, dripping melting 
ice water from the block onto the 
new hall carpet, to the kitchen 
where he set it into the ice box? 
The few homes with a modern 
fridge did not contend with that.

Remember also the shrilling of 

the cicadas whose loud buzzing 
sound came from the trees on a 
hot August afternoon? The small 
insects are said to have a cycle 
of 17 years, but I haven’t heard 
them for many years.

The Fuller Brush man visited 
homes to sell brushes of many 
kinds, and the Raleigh sales-
man brought relief in the form 
of salves, a number of patent 
drugs and allied lines of common 
household needs.

Where is the social enjoyment 
today as one can use the cell 
phone to order delivered goods 
from foreign-owned big box op-
erations without talking with 
someone about, well, anything?

Are we doomed to become but-
ton-pushing isolationists who 
prefer to be alone? Let’s take a 
deep breath and enhance our so-
cial skills. Wouldn’t that make for 
a better world?

Though we can return to the 
“good old days” only in our mem-
ories, let us continue to do so in 
future articles.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper edi-
tor, and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: MORE Reminiscences

By Ernie Ritz
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I’ve never been the greatest at 
shopping for my wife for spe-
cial occasions, though I know I 
should do better. After a while, 
you kind of run out of ideas, no? 
Each year she’s got a birthday; 
then there’s Christmas; Mother’s 
Day; our Wedding Anniversary; 
and plus, we’ve always acknowl-
edged September 14th which is 
the day we changed each other’s 
lives...when we started “going 

out” back in high school.

September 14th has traditionally 
been our day to celebrate our re-
lationship. That’s when the clock 
started for us, and we’ve never 
once broken up since that Fri-
day night in 1990 at the St. Marys 
DCVI high school dance.

The thing with many occasions 
such as birthdays, wedding an-
niversaries, etc., is that everyone 
knows when they are. There’s an 
expectation that you need to do 
something for these dates, so I 
find that it’s more about trying 
not to screw it up than it is about 
doing something truly romantic.

Over the years, I’ve used our 
“start date” of September 14, 
1990 to create special moments 
at unexpected times.

The obvious measurement of 
time is years. It’s kind of what 
we do in society. On our five-
year “going out” anniversary, in 
1995, I proposed marriage to my 
then 19-year-old girlfriend, Lau-
rie. She was most definitely sur-
prised! But thankfully she said 
“yes”. We finished school, and fi-
nally got married four years later 
in 1999.

It’s when you occasionally mea-
sure time in periods other than 
years that you can celebrate 
milestones that are surprising.

We enjoyed such a moment when 
I surprised Laurie in advance of 
our “10,000 day” anniversary in 
January 2018, when I arranged 
for a special trip “10,000 miles” 
away to Australia and New Zea-
land. This gesture more than 

made up for not being the great-
est at buying memorable birth-
day or Christmas presents!

This past week marked an inter-
esting milestone for Laurie and I 
that inspired me to write this ar-
ticle in the first place.

“A billion” is a number that we 
all know is a gigantic sum, but 
it’s almost undefinable to the av-
erage person because it’s too big 
to really wrap your head around. 
The odds of any of us having a 
billion dollars, for example, are 
pretty remote, right? And what 
can you really do with a billion 
dollars anyway that is so much 
better than having a few million? 
At some point, you’re just rich.

Well, as of this week I understand 
what a billion is. As of about 9:45 
p.m. this past Monday, May 23, 

2022, I’ve been lucky enough to 
have been partners with my dar-
ling Laurie for a BILLION SEC-
ONDS. (I figured this out on a 
website called billionbirthday.
com which I stumbled upon.)

So, what do you do for a bil-
lion-second anniversary? I 
(briefly) looked into renting a 
helicopter and having it show up 
in our backyard for a surprise 
tour, but do you know how hard 
it is to rent a helicopter in St. 
Marys on short notice...on a hol-
iday weekend?  Instead, I settled 
for jewelry. It’s the thought that 
counts, right?

Have you been with your loved 
one for more than 31.7 years?  If 
so... you’re a billionaire and you 
didn’t even know it. Congratula-
tions!

INSIDE THE NUMBERS: Thanks a billion, Laurie!

By Stewart Grant
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NEWS —

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
Go to www.wilmotpost.ca or email us at info@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com (200 words or less)

Bacon Scrapins are the little bits 
of meat left in the greasy fry pan. 

They’re tasty, but the ‘nutrition’ 
needs searching for. This tale is 
a bacon scrapin.

I first met Mike and Erica for-
ty-five years ago. They lived 
down the hall and around the 
corner from my future wife in a 
high-rise apartment in the city. 
We got married the next year. 
They moved to a double-drive-
with-a-pool, side-split in the 
country. We moved into a bunga-
low, ‘sans garage,’ on the edge of 
the city.

Mike and Erica raised their fam-
ily in the country. My wife and 

I have moved five times since, 
each time to small rural towns. 
Both our families’ kids have 
grown, left, married and pre-
sented us with grandchildren. A 
year ago, Mike and Erica sold the 
bungalow with the pool and got a 
deal on a two-bedroom condo on 
the sixth floor in Belmont Village 
– “Right in the centre of it all!” as 
Mike says. We’re still in a bunga-
low in the countryside.

Mike’s something of a chef. He 
is a fan of craft breweries and 
multi-cultured eateries in the 
city. Together, the four of us have 

enjoyed walking circuits of the 
Belmont Village area. It’s close to 
Grand River Hospital in an emer-
gency, a short jaunt to Waterloo 
Park, and on a clear evening, you 
can hear the live band music. You 
can also see the cranes and skel-
etons of ever taller high-rises go-
ing up, closer and closer to their 
balcony.

Mike ends his day looking out 
at the high-rises to south, east 
and west. He enjoys the clicking 
of the wheels on the rails as the 
diesel growls its way across the 
short bridge ¼ block away. He is 

lulled by the tires of cars con-
stantly passing below him.

Me? There’s something special 
about sitting in my zero-gravity 
chair, brewski in hand, tracking a 
blinking plane light as it slowly 
passes across the line of the Dip-
per, imagining where we could 
be going. Nothing beats gently 
dozing off to the gentle breeze 
- carrying that slight hint of ma-
nure across my patio.

BACON SCRAPINS: Gentle Breezes!

By Barry S. Wolfe

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The following are highlights from the 
Oxford County council meeting on May 
25, which included road safety reviews, a 
housing development update, and the next 
phase of the Official Plan Review.

County council meetings are broadcast live 
at www.oxfordcounty.ca/livestream. For 
agenda packages and past recordings of 
council meetings, visit www.oxfordcounty.
ca/council.

Road safety reviews in Princeton, Platts-
ville, Woodstock and Zorra

County council reviewed a number of 
measures aiming at managing speed, pro-
moting uniform traffic flow, and improving 

road safety in Oxford communities.

The proposed adjustments to speed zone 
limits and posted speeds in Princeton, 
Plattsville, Woodstock and Zorra are based 
on local data and traffic management best 
practices and will ultimately reduce the 
risk of collisions.

Speed management and road safety re-
views were completed for a number of 
locations throughout the county over the 
past year following requests from area 
municipalities and residents.

Update on housing development on Par-
kinson Road in Woodstock

County Council approved the transfer of 
up to $250,000 from the Affordable Hous-

ing Reserve to complete the 8-unit modu-
lar housing project at 738 Parkinson Road 
in Woodstock.

The funds are needed to cover additional 
costs related to stormwater management, 
building materials and soil conditions. 
When completed this summer, the housing 
development will provide permanent ac-
commodations to eight individuals on the 
County’s social housing waitlist.

About $1.5 million of the $1.8 million proj-
ect is supported through provincial and 
federal funds.

Update on Phases 2 and 3 of Official Plan 
review

County council heard an update on the 

proposed scope and extent of the next 
phases of the Official Plan Review.

With the first phase focusing on agricul-
tural policies now nearing completion, 
the County will turn to updating environ-
mental policies (natural heritage, open 
space, water resources and more) as part 
of Phase 2.

A third phase will look at cultural heritage 
(e.g., heritage and archeological resourc-
es) and the Plan’s various implementation 
measures (process and requirements for 
planning applications, etc.).

Each phase of the Official Plan Review 
includes opportunities for input from the 
area municipalities, the community, and 
other stakeholders.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Tavistock and District Rod & Gun 
Club (TDRGC) located just outside of Har-
rington, will be participating in National 
Range Day Open House, taking place at the 
TDRGC on Saturday June 4th from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. It will feature a safe, education-
al and family friendly event where any-

one can come out and learn about various 
shooting sports, archery and axe throwing.

National Range Day Open House will have 
multiple time windows throughout the day 
for each activity. Tickets can be purchased 
to shoot a variety of different firearms at 
the Range House or try your hand at Trap 
or Archery! Lunch is available to purchase 

on site from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. as well as 
a raffle.

General admission, archery, pellet gun 
shooting or axe throwing are free. There 
is a small cost to try Trap or Range Shoot-
ing. As this event will be held primarily 
outdoors, TDRGC would request that each 
individual take their own COVID-19 pre-

cautions based on their individual comfort 
level.

The TDRGC is located 336945 33rd Line 
Embro, Ontario, and has been in operation 
since 1967 when the first group of sports-
men founded the club. 55 years later the 
club is still being used by over 200 mem-
bers.

Oxford County council highlights

Tavistock and District Rod & Gun Club (TDRGC) 
presents National Range Day Open House

Letter to the Editor:
Kudos to Paul Knowles for highlighting the outstand-
ing work done by the Federal Museum of History in 
balancing the narrative of both sides of the legacy 
of past prime ministers, especially Sir John A. Mac-
Donald. Sir John A’s harmful policies on residential 
schools are there but they are accompanied by infor-
mation about his success in nation-building.

I can’t help but think our Wilmot Council could re-vis-

it the Prime Ministers Path project and use the same 
approach: show the truth from many perspectives. 
The statues could be on the Path along with detailed 
interpretation of the good and the bad of what those 
leaders accomplished, and the Path could include (as 
was suggested months ago) visual examples, with in-
terpretation, of the way of life of Indigenous people in 
our area. We have excellent resources in our commu-
nities to create such a site.

What a wonderful teaching and learning opportunity 
this would provide for all Canadians (and foreign vis-
itors), and with a new name for the site it would go a 
long way to contributing to the reconciliation that is so 
often called for and needed.

Donald Kasta

Baden
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By Veronica Reiner

Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Re-
gion (WCSWR) has officially launched 
the third season of its educational pod-
cast, She Is Your Neighbour.

This series focuses on six survivor sto-
ries, and gives each guest the chance to 
share their experience with domestic vi-
olence and explain how they transitioned 
from surviving to thriving.

The first episode of the series featured 
Anna Maria Tremonti, a CBC podcast 
host and journalist who went public with 
her experience with domestic violence 
earlier this year.

“Anna Maria’s story is about a relation-
ship in her 20s,” explained Jennifer Hut-
ton, CEO of WCSWR. “The relationship 
was relatively short in nature and she 
was able to get out of that situation.

“She says during the episode that she be-
lieved that had she not gotten out of that 
situation, she could have been killed.”

Every Tuesday for the next six weeks, 
a new episode will be released and will 
deep dive into the realities and com-
plexities of domestic violence, while also 
exploring the role we all have to play in 
ending domestic violence.  

Another guest will be Carlos Morgan, 
a rhythm and blues Juno award-win-
ning musician, who shares his story 
about growing up in a home where there 
was domestic violence. Samra Zafar, a 
best-selling author and public speaker, 
will chat about her experience with an 
arranged marriage in her teens.

Hutton said that the public response to 
the podcast has been positive - feedback 
includes that the listener does not feel as 
alone or isolated in their experience and 
finds the stories empowering.

“The thing I often say is that domestic vi-

olence exists in secrecy when we’re not 
talking about it,” said Hutton. “Women 
stay in those situations for longer be-
cause there’s a lot of shame attached. I 
think it’s really important to have faces 
and names attached to these stories to 
indicate it really can happen to anyone.”

The Waterloo Regional Police Service re-
ceives about 6,000 domestic service calls 
annually, which amounts to about 16 calls 
every day.

One in three (30%) women worldwide 
have been subjected to either physical 
and/or sexual intimate partner violence 
or non-partner sexual violence in their 
lifetime, according to estimates pub-
lished by the World Health Organization 
in 2021.

“Part of our thinking is if you train and 
educate friends and family, then they’ll 
know better how to respond,” said Hut-
ton. “What to say, what not to say, the im-
portance of being a listening ear. All of 
those things are super important.”

The She Is Your Neighbour podcast is 
available on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, 
Google Podcasts or wherever podcasts 
are available.

Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Re-
gion created the She Is Your Neighbour 
awareness project in 2019 to explore the 
realities and complexities of domestic vi-
olence.

In 2020, the project expanded into a pod-
cast where Women’s Crisis Services took 
a deep dive into domestic violence and 
spoke to local leaders about their expe-
riences.

The project continues to grow, now with 
its own line of merchandise in collabora-
tion with Pretty By Her. For more infor-
mation about the She Is Your Neighbour 
project, email sheisyourneighbour@wcs-
wr.org.

She Is Your Neighbour launches third season of 
educational podcast

COMMUNITY —

Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Region announces She Is Your Neighbour survivor series

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

The She Is Your Neighbour podcast third season features Anna Marie Tremonti, a Canadian 
journalist who is well known for her hard-hitting work with CBC. In the winter 2022, Anna 
Maria opened up about her experience with domestic violence, a secret she had been keep-
ing for 40 years.
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The Water Conservation By‐law The Water Conservation By‐law 
is in effect May 31 to September 30is in effect May 31 to September 30

Know your day and follow the rules to help conserve our community’s water.  
Water lawns once per week, based on your house number.

Water Water wisely!wisely!

Follow the by-law to help reduce summer strain on 
our water supply. Thanks for doing your part!

For more information:
bit.ly/WaterBylaw, 519-575-4400

Deaf and hard of hearing (TTY): 519-575-4608

• You can water shrubs, trees and gardens, wash vehicles or top up pools every other day: 
even-numbered addresses on even days of the month and odd-numbered 
addresses on odd days.

• Using a bucket, watering can or rain barrel is allowed anytime.
• For newly-planted grass and nematode applications, apply online or call.

Only water  
5:30–10 a.m. 

and 7–11 p.m.

If your address ends in: 
0 or 1 your watering day is: Monday
2 or 3 Tuesday
4 or 5 Wednesday
6 or 7 Thursday
8 or 9 Friday

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Services 
Board announced last week that it had 
selected an executive search firm to sup-
port the new Chief of Police recruitment 
process for the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service (WRPS).

Boyden Canada, a global talent and lead-
ership advisory firm, was hired to con-
duct a nationwide search after the current 
Chief of Police Bryan Larkin announced 
his retirement last month. His last day 
with the WRPS will be July 3.

“The selection of a new Chief of Police is 
critical and we are confident Boyden Can-
ada will identify candidates that will re-
flect the goals and values we expect from 
our police service,” said Board Chair Kar-
en Redman.

The Police Services Board also announced 
that Staff Superintendent John Goodman 
has been appointed as Acting Chief of Po-
lice, effective July 4. He will hold the in-
terim position until a permanent Chief of 
Police is appointed.

“Throughout his career with the Water-
loo Regional Police Service, Staff Super-
intendent Goodman has supported the 

development and coordination of various 
youth programs, has been a champion for 
enhanced crisis management with the In-
tegrated Mobile Police and Crisis Team 
(IMPACT) partnership with the Canadian 
Mental Health Association, and has built 
and fostered meaningful relationships 
and partnerships within our community 
through the Total Community Engage-
ment pillar of the Equity, Diversity and In-
clusion plan,” said Chair Karen Redman.

“The Board is confident in his ability to 
provide professional and skilled leader-
ship during this period.”

Staff Superintendent Goodman has been 
a member of the WRPS for more than 27 
years and has served in various roles, in-
cluding frontline policing, the Intelligence 
Unit, the Drug Unit, Professional Stan-
dards Branch, the Homicide Unit, Court 
Services and Neighbourhood Policing Di-
visional Leadership.

In his current role as Staff Superinten-
dent, he oversaw Neighbourhood Policing 
and Investigations, including the Oper-
ation Support Division, Emergency Ser-
vices and Public Safety Branch and Field 
Support Branch.

WRPS Board selects firm to conduct search for 
new Chief of Police
Interim Chief of Police announced to be Staff Superintendent John Goodman

arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

At right, Staff Superintendent John Goodman of the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) is planned to serve as Interim Chief of Police of the organization on July 4. 
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By Veronica Reiner

Two grade 8 students at Sir Adam Beck Public School are 
leading a fundraiser and period product drive to support 
menstrual equity and combat period poverty.

Lilah Coccimiglio and Kailey Patten approached the prin-
cipal at Sir Adam Beck Public School, Rebecca Bearinger 
Fay, to ask if they could start the initiative. They are col-
lecting monetary donations as well as menstrual hygiene 
products, such as pads and tampons, to be donated to two 
different charities.

“It’s going well so far - we’ve got a lot of donations,” said 
Kailey. Participants of the drive include students of Sir 
Adam Beck Public School, as well as community mem-
bers, and parents and grandparents of students.

The donation period opened up around May 4, and it will 
last until May 31. So far, there have been about four boxes 
full of menstrual hygiene products collected.

The pair said they were inspired by a friend who attends 
a school in Elora who launched a similar initiative. Lilah 
and Kailey selected two local charities, Nutrition for 
Learning to receive raised funds, and the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre to receive actual donated menstrual 
products.

“My mom is a teacher, so her school uses Nutrition for 
Learning a lot,” explained Lilah, as to why the students 

selected the organizations as benefactors. “It’s a great way 
to get it out to the schools, and the students who might 
need it.”

Nutrition for Learning offers universal access student 
nutrition programs in schools across Waterloo Region. 
The registered charitable organization was first estab-
lished in 1997 and supports 150 student programs in all 
three school boards.

“We picked Wilmot Family Resource Centre because we 
wanted donations to go to places besides schools, and out 
to a lot of different people,” said Kailey.

“Wilmot Family Resource Centre is local, and they do lots 
of fundraising and lots of donations there, so it’s a good 
choice,” added Tracey Thompson, a grade 8 teacher and 
staff adviser for the drive.

For more than 40 years, Wilmot Family Resource Centre 
has been the leading provider of social support services 
to low-income and food-insecure families and individu-
als in Wilmot and Wellesley townships.

Kailey and Lilah also created a short video explaining 
their initiative, which was sent out to all classes at Sir 
Adam Beck Public School to raise awareness. In the vid-
eo, they explain why they started the fundraiser and pro-
vided background about period poverty.

According to a University of Western report, nearly a 
quarter of Canadian women and a third of women un-
der age 25 have reportedly struggled to afford menstrual 
products for themselves or their dependents. Period pov-
erty can affect mental health and well-being, health and 

hygiene, work, and education.

Tracey, along with Amelia Wilson, an Early Literacy 
Intervention teacher and adviser for the drive, said that 
they helped out when needed, while Kailey and Lilah re-
ally took the initiative.

“We tried to be involved as little as possible. These girls 
did it all,” said Tracey. “We were there along the way to 
give advice, but they reached out to the principal, reached 
out to the secretary. Amelia helped them get the video 
going, but they did the whole video themselves.”

“We provided a place, such as rooms to do the work. They 
took over the initiative,” explained Amelia.

The initiative comes ahead of Menstrual Health Day, 
which takes place on May 28. The day aims to raise 
awareness and break the stigma around menstruation, 
provide access to menstrual health education and create 
the opportunity for all to have access to what they need 
to effectively manage their periods.

Since 2019, the Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) has provided free period products at every 
school and education site. It is part of an ongoing commit-
ment and includes a phased approach to increasing the 
number of washrooms where free period products are 
available until they can be accessed in every washroom.

The WRDSB is calling it Menstrual Health Day (rather 
than Menstrual Hygiene Day) in alliance with its com-
munity partners to encompass education around periods, 
the fight for menstrual equity, and advocacy for policy 
change.

The donations we received in the month of May. In addition to the boxes of menstrual products 
that were collected in the front foyer for the Wilmot Family Resource Centre seen in the photo, 
the community raised $261 for Nutrition for Learning's distribution of menstrual products.

Sir Adam Beck Public School grade 8 students, Kailey Patten and Lilah Coccimiglio, stand 
by four boxes of donated menstrual hygiene products. (Photo contributed)

Sir Adam Beck PS students launch fundraiser to 
combat period poverty

N.H. INC.
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1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 
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By Veronica Reiner

The Stratford location of the 
Kitchener Waterloo Strat-
ford Perth (KWSP) Humane 
Society is making an urgent 
call out for foster homes as 
the busiest season of the 
year arrives - kitten season.

The organization’s provide 
round-the-clock care, in-
cluding bottle feeding every 
few hours. With most kittens 
arriving orphaned, and more 
kittens set to arrive, there is 
an urgent need for new fos-
ters to join the team.

“We are looking for foster 
parents who can take in 
kittens until they are ready 
for adoption,” said Kathrin 
Delutis, chief executive of-
ficer. “We provide training, 
food, supplies, and medi-
cal care, while you provide 
space and lots of love.”

Another factor affecting the 
amount of current foster 
care homes for the organi-
zation is that summer is ar-
riving soon, so more people 
will be taking vacations.

“With covid restrictions lift-
ed, people are taking vaca-
tions again,” said Nasreen, 
a marketing and commu-
nications specialist at the 
KWSP Humane Society. “We 
had the issue last summer 
as well. Not to mention the 
burn out that some foster 
caregivers experience from 
fostering back to back be-

cause of a lack of caregivers.”

There are currently 30 an-
imals in foster care. A re-
cent foster care animal is 
Lily, a five-year-old cat who 
arrived as a pregnant stray. 
She gave birth to three kit-
tens shortly after, and is up 
for adoption as of this week.

At the Stratford location, 
there is a mama cat with 
five babies, two dogs and six 
adult cats of various needs 
looking for foster homes. 
There are five animals, dogs 
and cats, waiting for foster 
homes at the Kitchener lo-
cation.

There are also 12 cats and 
four dogs on the surrender 
waiting list.

“They are on the list because 
of lack of space. We don’t 
have space to accommo-
date them all, which is why 
the urgent need for foster 
homes,” explained Nasreen.

“That said, people living in 
surrounding areas or ar-
eas between Stratford and 
Kitchener can foster as well. 
If you can make the drive, 
we urge you to become fos-
ter caregivers regardless of 
where you’re located.”

If you are interested in be-
coming a foster parent at the 
Humane Society, visit kws-
phumane.ca for more infor-
mation or to apply.

Stratford location of KWSP Humane Society 
urgently seeking fosters

The mama cat and her five babies at the Stratford location of the KWSP Humane Society. They were surrendered to orga-
nization after someone found her dropped off in their barn.  (Photo contributed)

Spook and his brother Boo were surrendered after their owner passed away. The boys are still needing some medical attention and are waiting for their appointments. “They are very lovely 
but so shy and scared here at the shelter,” said Nasreen, marketing and communications specialist at the KWSP Humane Society. “They do not need a foster home together but they need 
to get out of the shelter and we are not able to find someone to take them in.”  (Photo contributed)
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH 9 AM TO NOON

Enjoy scrambled eggs, 
pancakes, bacon, homefries, 

toast, juice & coffee
Cost:  Adults $13

(Note: NO car show) 
Upcoming Breakfasts July 17 & August 21

We remember Glen Lichty and Roy Robinson today

By Lee Griffi

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette has posed 
three questions to the candidates in Oxford 
County. In this week’s edition, they are an-
swering this one:

Ontario’s health care system has been 
strained and weakened by the pandemic. 
What specific priorities locally do you have to 
improve the health care system in the riding?

Ernie Hardeman – Conservative Candidate

After years of frozen budgets and neglect 
by the Del Duca-Wynne Liberals, Ontar-
io’s health care system was stretched to a 
breaking point. That’s why Doug Ford and 
the Ontario PCs have a plan to stay open 
and are investing billions to ramp up hos-
pital beds and support and recruit more 
frontline health care workers. We are get-
ting it done by providing Ontario nurses 
with a retention bonus of up to $5,000 and 
making the wage increase permanent for 
more than 158,000 personal support work-
ers. We’re also investing $40 billion to fund 
more than 50 hospital projects that will 
add 3,000 new beds over the next 10 years. 
We’re also getting it done in the long-term 
care sector with more than 31,000 new and 
over 28,000 upgraded beds in the works. 
We are investing nearly $5 billion to hire 
more than 27,000 long-term care staff over 
four years and ensuring that residents re-
ceive on average four hours of direct care 
every day.

In Oxford, there has been more than 
$7,650,000 in additional operating funding 
and $1.19 million in additional infrastruc-
ture funding for upgrades and maintenance 
at our three hospitals, over and above their 
annual funding. We’re also bringing 19 new 
beds to Oxford, including 15 in Woodstock 
and four in Tillsonburg.

Mary Holmes – Liberal Candidate

A huge priority for me is addressing the 
healthcare weaknesses in long-term care 
homes for seniors. In Oxford alone, there 
were 20 deaths at Maple Manor, Tillson-
burg, nine deaths at peopleCare, Tavistock, 
and two deaths at Secord Trails in Inger-
soll, just to highlight some of the numbers 
in our communities. To rectify this, the 
Ontario Liberals are committed to ending 

for-profit long-term care as quickly as pos-
sible, with a target of 2028. We also want 
to place audits, inspections and zero-tol-
erance sanctions on long-term care homes 
that endanger their residents or misdi-
rect funds. Further, Ontario Liberals plan 
to repeal laws that protect long-term care 
companies from legal liability. Regarding 
health care more broadly, the Liberals have 
committed to clearing the surgical and di-
agnostic backlog by investing $1 billion in 
additional capacity. We are also committed 
to hiring 100,000 new health care workers. 
These are professionals across the prov-
ince, not just big cities, so I would do every-
thing I could to get Oxford the resources it 
needs and deserves.

Lindsay Wilson – New Democratic Party

Our healthcare system is woefully under-
staffed and healthcare workers are burnt 
out. In Oxford, 15% of residents are without 
a family doctor or primary care provider. 
This has led to residents ending up in the 
ER for simple prescription refills and left 
families without a doctor for their newborn. 
New Democrats will increase access to pri-
mary care by fixing the foreign creden-
tials system. Doctors and nurses who have 
trained outside of Canada must be able to 
gain the experience they need to practice 
in our community as efficiently as possible. 
The plan will include job-matching that 
provides the local experience necessary to 
become accredited to practice in Canada. 
This is a crucial and realistic way to solve 
the staffing challenges that have led to 
long wait times and a burnt-out workforce. 
Healthcare workers should also know that 
New Democrats will repeal Bill 124 and en-
sure that they are treated with the respect 
and the dignity they deserve.

Cheryle Baker – Green Party Candidate

The past two years have shown us just 
how much we rely on caring professions in 
healthcare, education, and social services to 
get us through. But neglect and half-mea-
sures from years of successive govern-
ments have strained services we rely on 
every day. Getting help when you need it 
should not be this hard. Whether you’re a 
senior citizen waiting two years for a knee 
replacement or a person with a disability 

trying to survive off $1169 per month, the 
system is broken. The pandemic exposed 
the giant chasms in our healthcare system, 
leaving our ICUs overrun and our elders 
dying alone. Stopping the bleeding will 
take more than a band-aid. Our vision for 
Ontario is one that clearly states that men-
tal health is health. Bringing mental health 
services under OHIP will mean that peo-
ple can afford and can access the care they 
need. Our vision puts the dignity of people 
ahead of private profits or government red 
tape. If we are going to call nurses, PSWs, 
and educators heroes, then let’s pay them 
that way. If we want to keep our hospitals 
stable, then let’s treat illnesses before they 
become an emergency. We offer solutions to 
make it easier for our elders to age in place 
with dignity and real support. Solutions 
that will replace the profit motive in long-
term care, with a real commitment to give 
each resident the care they need. And af-
ter two chaotic years inside and outside of 
the classroom, students and teachers need 
stability in the school system. We need to 
properly invest in our education systems – 
from childcare through post-secondary. We 
have a lot of work ahead of us if we want 
to create a common future that is fair, just, 
and caring. Ontario Greens offer a leader-
ship approach that plans for the future by 
putting people and the planet above profit. 
Ontarians care for one another. Our vision 
for Ontario is one where the government 
does too.

Connie Oldenberger – New Blue Party 
Candidate

The New Blue party has been vocal about 
this issue in particular. It has been our aim 
to restore dignity and transparency in our 
healthcare system. We will expand early 
treatment for COVID-19 and clear the back-
log of procedures by rehiring healthcare 
workers and offering choices in services. 
This means focussing our efforts on those 
who are vulnerable and aging and allowing 
alternative medical procedures for those 
who wish to have them. Freedom to choose 
is important. It is incredible to me that after 
two years of lockdowns to “keep us safe”, 
that there is not a single hospital in On-
tario that can declare themselves “experts” 
on how to deal with this pandemic. And 

the worst thing that could have happened, 
when we needed them the most, was to fire 
our valued, dedicated workers. We will fight 
to end all COVID-19 mandates, including a 
complete repeal of Doug Ford’s emergency 
measures, a ban on vaccine passports, a re-
duction in the powers of local bureaucrats, 
and restitution for those harmed by the 
emergency measures applied by the federal 
and provincial governments.

Karl Toews – Ontario Party Candidate

Ontario’s health care system is overpriced 
and underperforming. The Ontario Party 
will explore alternative care methods cur-
rently being employed in countries such 
as Germany and Sweden. These countries 
spend similar amounts on health care, per 
capita, but achieve far superior outcomes. 
The key to their success is allowing the pri-
vate sector a role in the delivery of health 
care. In countries employing this mixed 
public/private approach, wait times de-
crease significantly and access to proce-
dures increases. An Ontario Party Govern-
ment will:

· Permit non-profit organizations and pri-
vate corporations to build, own, and man-
age hospitals.

· Permit Ontarians to hold supplemental, 
private medical insurance.

· Provide funding for greater public hos-
pital bed capacity and the hiring of more 
healthcare workers.

· Streamline the process for accreditation 
of foreign-trained healthcare professionals 
who have been trained in jurisdictions with 
similar accreditation standards as Canada.

· Open more spots for students in Canadian 
medical schools, which have become noto-
riously challenging to get into.

· Broaden the role of nurse practitioners.

· Reduce administrative costs and duplica-
tion in our health care system.

· Protect and assist private and charitable 
organizations who provide alternatives in 
caring for individuals and families in crisis 
situations. Examples include Crisis Preg-
nancy Care Centres and Covid Care Alli-
ance.

Oxford riding MPP candidates on the healthcare system
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By Lee Griffi

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette has 
posed three questions to the candidates 
in Oxford County. In this week's edition, 
they are answering this one:

Pick an issue (other than the first two 
questions) that you feel is something 
Oxford County needs or needs improve-
ment on and explain your why (e.g., 
farmland sustainability, the environ-
ment, etc.).

Ernie Hardeman – Conservative 
Candidate

The people of Oxford want to see us re-
build the economy and create more good 
jobs, and our PC party has a plan to get 
it done.

We all remember the 15 years of Del 
Duca-Wynne Liberals, who raised taxes, 
killed jobs, and jacked up hydro rates to 
the highest in the entire country. Ontario 
can't afford to go backwards with the Del 
Duca-Wynne Liberals.

Only Doug Ford and the Ontario PCs 
have a plan to get it done for the peo-
ple of Ontario by rebuilding Ontario's 
economy, working for workers, building 
highways and infrastructure, keeping 
costs down, and to stay open. Our plan 
will seize the opportunities in critical 
minerals, batteries and electric and hy-
brid vehicle manufacturing, help deliver 
better jobs and bigger paycheques for 
workers, help keep costs down for fam-
ilies, and get shovels in the ground for 
highways, transit, hospitals, and other 
key infrastructure.

In Oxford, we're supporting businesses 
with millions of dollars in funding to al-
low them to increase their capacity and 
hire hundreds of more workers. We are 
going to get right back to continue lead-
ing North America in job creation.

Mary Holmes – Liberal Candidate

As a lifelong educator, another area of 
great focus for me is education. In re-
cent years we've seen the negative im-
pact of a PC government cutting funding 
and raising class sizes for students. To 
begin improving our education system, 
the Liberals will cancel the proposed 
Highway 413 north of Toronto because 
Toronto doesn't need another highway. 
Instead, we will take the $10 billion 
from that project and spend it directly 

on education. This will include building 
new schools and renovating older ones 
to ensure classrooms are safe and in 
good condition – including ventilation. 
Plus, farmland and wetlands will be pro-
tected by cancelling the Highway 413 
project.

The Ontario Liberals are also commit-
ted to hiring 10,000 teachers for small-
er class sizes. We want to give children 
the best education they can get, and that 
means reducing class sizes and eliminat-
ing mandatory online classes. Students 
have struggled in large classes and with 
online learning, and we want schools to 
return to a place where students can suc-
ceed at learning. The Ontario Liberals' 
plan will get us there and show us the 
strength of a well-funded and structured 
education system for students to grow 
happy and healthy.

Lindsay Wilson – New Democratic Party

Oxford is home to some of the best 
farmland in Ontario, as farming is both 
a way of life and a way to make a liv-
ing in Oxford. While in its urban centres, 
Oxford is rich with the best family-owned 
and run small businesses. Together, they 
are the heart of our communities as they 
keep people in Oxford employed, deliver 
essential goods and services for the area, 
and provide that sense of community 
that makes me feel proud to call Oxford 
my home.

Over the last two years, I have worked 
with many entrepreneurs whose life's 
work was put in grave jeopardy as small 
businesses were told to shut down for 
months, with little direct financial sup-
port given by Ford's Conservatives. 
While farmers have been failed and ne-
glected by Ford and Del Duca's Liberals 
for a lot longer.

I want to ensure a recovery plan that sup-
ports our farmers and small businesses. 
I'm committed to working with farmers 
to put more locally sourced food onto 
Ontario tables and protecting vulnerable 
farmland as it will ensure Oxford's agri-
culture industry will continue for gener-
ations to come. We'll finally deliver prov-
ince-wide access to high-speed internet 
by or before 2025 so that rural families 
can stay connected and small business-
es can compete in a changing global 
market. We'll provide further rounds 
of small business grants to those who 

continue to work hard to recover. Small 
businesses may have reopened, but the 
road to pre-pandemic levels of recovery 
is ongoing. I look forward to continuing 
to work with and support the agriculture 
and the small business community.

Connie Oldenburger – New Blue Party 
Candidate

My heart is on the farm. From the be-
ginning of time, we have been called to 
cultivate and care for the earth.

Sustainable agriculture is farming in 
ways that meet society's present food 
needs without compromising the abil-
ity of current or future generations to 
meet their needs. Losing 175 acres of 
farmland daily in Ontario, does not meet 
this description. We need to be very con-
cerned about urban sprawl reducing 
valuable farmland acreage, especially 
in Oxford County, a riding known for its 
rich farmland and good yields. Global 
food supplies are currently facing a huge 
challenge. We need to protect one of our 
most prized possessions- soil. The main 
goal in sustainability is to help provide 
enough food for everyone, bring our 
communities out of poverty, and provide 
enhanced quality of life for farming fam-
ilies. We need our farmers' input to help 
make this possible. Maybe we should 
be looking at more local processing 
facilities.

I do have another issue close to my heart 
and that is seniors' care. In the many con-
versations I have had while canvassing 
in our county, this has been a great con-
cern. When I was a teenager, I worked at 
Woodingford Lodge in Woodstock for al-
most five years, which helped foster my 
love for our aging population. This group 
of people has been instrumental in our 
society, we cannot disregard their quality 
of life and their current needs. While the 
cost of everything increases, their stan-
dard CPP and OAS does not go up at the 
same rate. We can and should do better.

Karl Toews – Ontario Party Candidate

Our school system is failing badly. Year 
after year, the math and literacy skills 
of our students continue to decline. 
Meanwhile, growing numbers of parents 
are expressing shock and frustration 
as school resources are diverted from 
the teaching of core subjects toward 
"ideological" instruction that is based 

on misleading theories about race and 
gender. Schools and school boards re-
fuse to heed calls for reform. Students 
feel cheated when they discover they 
are ill-prepared for higher education or 
employment.

An Ontario Party government will re-
form our school system so that public 
schools return to their core mandate, 
toxic instruction is removed from the 
classroom, and parents and children 
have the power of educational choice. An 
Ontario Party government will make it 
illegal for any teacher to teach that:

o Men and women do not exist as sepa-
rate, biological, realities.

o An individual, by virtue of their race or 
sex, is inherently privileged, racist, sex-
ist, or oppressive; or that said individual 
should be discriminated against.

o An individual, by virtue of their race or 
sex, bears responsibility for actions com-
mitted in the past by other members of 
the same race or sex.

o Canada is fundamentally or irredeem-
ably racist or sexist.

Cheryle Baker – Green Party Candidate

Green Housing Strategy - Building 
affordable liveable communities. 
Affordable homes people can afford.

Everyone has a right to safe, affordable 
housing. Our plan calls for building 
100,000 new affordable units,

Support for Renters and pathways to 
homeownership and reducing specu-
lation to put homes for people first. In 
meeting with Oxford Housing Social 
Workers, I discovered only 2% affordable 
housing in Oxford, which is too low, in-
crease it to 30% is what I recommended 
with wrap-around service. Sustainable 
housing that works for people and the 
planet. Greens have a plan for peo-
ple-centered neighborhoods that put 
health and well-being at the forefront. 
We want to build vibrant green neigh-
borhoods that are affordable, safe and 
secure while also protecting the places 
we love. Everyone deserves to find qual-
ity, affordable housing in the commu-
nities they want to live in. We have an 
ambitious, practical road map to building 
affordable communities where everyone 
has a great place to live, vibrant, accessi-
ble, caring, and fair.

Oxford MPP candidates describe issues most 
important to them

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983
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PATTERSON, James
James Walter “Jim” 
Patterson, 89, of Tavistock 
passed away suddenly and 
peacefully at Kingsway 
Lodge, St Marys on Monday 
May 23, 2022. He was born 
in New Liskeard on April 
3, 1933 a son of the late 
John Sanderson Patterson 
and the former Nora Merle 
Foley. 

Jim worked at Dominion 
Tire, Uniroyal, Uniroyal/Goodrich which became 
Michelin in Kitchener as well he had owned 
and operated a septic tank cleaning business in 
Tavistock. Jim was an active member of Grace 
United Church in Tavistock where he held sever-
al positions. Jim was also a member of Tavistock 
Branch #518 Royal Canadian Legion. 

He married Doreen Marie Ruby in Tavistock 
on December 10, 1955. She predeceased him 
November 27, 2019. He was also predeceased by 
his daughter, Tracy Bender on December 25, 2010, 
his son, Michael Patterson on December 20, 2018. 

He is survived by his daughter, Cheryl Long; 
his son-in-law, Paul Bender and Deb Bell; six 
grandchildren, Tara Porter, Matthew Bender, 
Christopher Long, Cassandra Long, Holly Seok 
and Carin Long; eleven great-grandchildren; two 
brothers, Donald Patterson and Robert Patterson. 
Also remembered and loved by members of 
Doreen’s family and many nieces, nephews and 
their families. 

Jim was predeceased by his sisters-in-law, Mary 
Patterson and Marlene Patterson.

A "Celebration of Life" service for Jim will be held 
at Grace United Church in Tavistock on Saturday, 
May 28, 2022 at 11 a.m. The Rev. Gail Fricker 
will officiate. A reception will follow. A private 
family interment will be in McTavish Cemetery. 
Donations to the Canadian Cancer Society or 
St. Marys Healthcare Foundation would be ap-
preciated and may be made through the Francis 
Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock St.N., Tavistock by 
calling 519-655-2431 or at the church on Saturday. 
Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY
THOMSON, Kenneth

Kenneth Douglas Thomson, 
90, formerly of R.R.#7 
Woodstock passed away 
at Peterborough Regional 
Health Centre on March 
21, 2022. He was born 
on December 3, 1931 in 
Woodstock, a son of the 
late George and Kathleen 
(Smith) Thomson. 

Ken worked at Oxford & 
District Cattle Breeder’s 

Association (Western Ontario Breeders) for 19 
years (1952-1971) and later was a pork produc-
er. He was involved with the Pork Congress in 
Stratford and was a 4-H Club Leader for many 
years.

Ken is survived by his wife Ann Thomson; three 
sons, Stephen Thomson (Antoinette “Annette”), 
David Thomson (Karen), Scott Thomson (Barbara); 
10 grandchildren; 6 great grandchildren; sister-in-
law Helen (Thomson) Patterson.

He was predeceased by his brothers, Reg 
Thomson, Melvin Thomson, Peter Thomson; sister-
in-law Edith Thomson.

Relatives and friends will be received in the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, 
Tavistock on Friday, May 27, 2022 from 1 p.m. until 
time of the funeral service at 2 p.m. Pastor Nancy 
Vandenberg will officiate. Reception following. 
Private interment at Innerkip Cemetery on May 
28th.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Hebron 
United Church or the Alzheimer Society would be 
appreciated and may be made through the Francis 
Funeral Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca 

OBITUARY
JOHNSON, Priscilla

Priscilla (Pat) Johnson, 90, 
of Tavistock passed away 
peacefully at The Maples 
Nursing Home in Tavistock 
on Thursday, May 19, 2022. 

She was born in Kentville, 
Kings Co., Nova Scotia and 
is survived by her third 
husband, Ken Rieck of 
The Maples Retirement 
Home. She will be missed 
by her step-children 

Bryon Rieck (Mary-Lou), Cheryl Harrison (Barry), 
Brenda Holst (Bruce), Pamela Young (Larry); her 
step-grandchildren and step-great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews.  

Pat loved gardening, summers at the trailer in 
Lakeside, music, dancing, knitting and cooking.  
She was also an active member of the UCW. Her 
faith gave her strength.

She was honoured at Grace United Church in 
Tavistock (116 Woodstock St., S.) on Monday, May 
23, 2022 from 2-3 pm, followed by the funeral ser-
vice at 3 pm.

Donations in her memory may be made direct-
ly to the Stratford General Hospital Foundation, 
www.sghfoundation.org, or Grace United Church, 
Tavistock, www.graceunitedtavistock.com, or 
through the James A. Rutherford Funeral Home at 
804 Ontario Street, Stratford. 519-271-5062.

OBITUARY

FAMILY MILESTONES —

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Vanilla is derived from which flower?

2)Titanic sank in 1912 during her maiden voyage 
to New York City from which English city?

3)Who is the best friend and later wife of Simba 
in the animated movie “The Lion King”?

4)Which country does LEGO come from?

5)What is the surname of Queen Elizabeth II?

6)In Roman mythology, the twin brothers Remus 
and Romulus were brought up by which animal?

7)How many valves are there in the human 
heart?

8)Which is the closest planet to the sun?

9)What is the first name of Harry Potter’ mother?

10)What is the largest ocean in the world?

Answers found on page 26

Happy birthday today, May 26, to Emerson Kalb-
fleisch (4), Eloise Stock-Bateman (13), Mahalia 
Bamberry (13), Jaymie Riehl (18), and anniversary 
for Luke and Angie Wencel (12th).

May 27: Happy birthday to Ellie Green (3), Reid 
Harold (7), Lindsay Vanderhyden (14), Nicole 
Danen (18), and anniversaries for Murray and Barb 
Roth (44th), and Nathan and Amy Yantzi (5th).

May 28: Happy birthday to Cole Mosburger (10), 
Kenneth Wilhelm (20), Hope Albrecht (21), Katelyn 
Wagler, and Angie Wettlaufer.

May 29: Happy birthday to Claire Yantzi (19), Mia 
Kurzatz (20), and anniversary for Kris and Krista 
Matthews (18th).

May 30: Happy birthday to Carter Cook (11), Ari-
elle McGregor (15), Grace Bender (18), and anni-
versary for James and Bonnie Kropf (30th).

May 31: Happy birthday to Ruth Wallace (100), 
Karsen Ankenmann (20) and Jessica Clemmer, and 
anniversary for Trevor and Sheri Britton (19th).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day 
coming up?  Let us know at tavistockgazette@rog-
ers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our 
Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange 
for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

THANK YOU 
To everyone who has supported our family following 
the death of our mother Rose Martin, we would like 
to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation. We 
especially like to thank Pastor Leanne Darlington 
who did a beautiful service and was readily available 
to comfort us. Also Pete Francis for all his guidance 
with mom as she preplanned her wishes and helping 
the families through this difficult time with his calm 
presence and wisdom. A special thank you to Tanya 
Mason for honoring her grandmother’s memory 
with such a meaningful tribute. All the flowers, 
donations and cards that we are still receiving show 
how much our mother was loved.
             The Families of Rose Martin
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RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or ads@wilmotpost.ca

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

May 23, 2007 Edition (15 years ago)

It’s not often that small-town community 
values can be taken to the provincial lev-
el and come out as a successful initiative. 
However, Region of Waterloo Deputy Crown 
Attorney Sharon Nicklas was recently hon-
oured by the Ministry of the Attorney Gen-
eral for Excellence in Innovation that she 
says stems from her upbringing on the 16th 
Line of East Zorra and the community sup-
port she received growing up.

At the last directors meeting of the Tavis-
tock Agricultural Society, new events for 
the 2007 fall fair were finalized. In conjunc-
tion with the fall fair theme of “Pumpkins”, 
pumpkin seeds will be given to each family 
in the public schools of Tavistock and Hick-
son and four categories will be added to the 
prize list. 

June 3, 1992 Edition (30 years ago)

Ten records were set at Tavistock Public 
School’s annual field day. Veterans teach-
er and field day organizer and statistician 
for 25 years, Ron Becker, reported that 
one record that had stood for 18 years, but 
this year it fell. Kathy Hohner had run the 
Junior Girls 400 metre in a time of 1:23.9 
in 1973. This year, Janelle Witzel ran it in 
1:21.56. A total of three more records set 
during the 1970’s were bettered this year, 
all in the Senior Boys’ division. The 200 me-
tre record (27.4 seconds) owned by Bruce 
Schwass since 1976 was broken this year 
by David Schmidt (27.23). The 1,500 me-
tre mark of 5:08.9 held by Bill Mogk (1976) 
now belongs to Tim Lenhardt with a time of 
5:00.56. Lenhardt also set a new time in the 
800 metre as he ran it in 2:24.06, breaking 
Dwayne Ruby’s time of 2:25.4 (1979).

Shakespeare residents who wanted to 
say thank you to their local firemen and a 
worthwhile donation to the new North and 
South Easthope firehall combined their tal-
ents and goods for a gigantic garage sale on 
Saturday, May 23rd with each family mak-

ing a minimum $10 donation from proceeds 
of the sale. In total, the event netted $768 
towards the new firehall, with the funds 
being used to purchase tables for the train-
ing room in the rear of the new building.  

June 6, 1962 Edition (60 years ago)

The birthplace of the Dionne quintuplets is 
to be preserved and maintained as a per-
manent momento to Canada’s most famous 
sisters.

George K. Brown, 77, passed away on Sun-
day at St. Joseph’s Hospital in London. He 
was the former owner of the Tavistock Ga-
zette, and of the Teeswater News, and had 
been connected with the graphic arts since 
a young man, starting in the trade with the 
Orillia Packett and Times.

Tavistock’s police cruiser will shortly have 
a two-way telephone installed, authori-
zation being given at the meeting of the 
Council Monday night. The installation will 
allow Police Chief Peter Grant to telephone 
Perth County headquarters in the event of 
an emergency here, the message then being 
relayed to other police forces in the district. 

The Old Gazettes

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372
In person services at 10am
Masks during services reccomended
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Join us online or in person at 9:45AM on Sunday 
mornings.
All health & safety protocols are followed.
JRSS is online at 11:15am. Please contact the 
church office for details.

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE
696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile

WORSHIP IN 
WILMOT 

TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican 
Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., 
New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship 
Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
184th Anniversary Service, June 12th at 
3:00 p.m.
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-
3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are fol-
lowed.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Staff

The Township of Wilmot award-
ed an inflow and infiltration re-
duction and capacity manage-
ment study to GM Blue Plan En-
gineering Limited of Hamilton 
for $190,542 plus harmonized 
sales tax (HST).

The study is intended to help 
the township identify and im-
plement cost-effective strategies 
to reduce inflow and infiltration 
in the sanitary sewer systems. 
Council made the decision with-
out discussion during a virtual 
council meeting on Monday, May 
16.

An inflow and infiltration study 
was conducted in 2019 for the 
sanitary sewer systems in Baden 
in New Hamburg. The study 
found that the system conveys 
about 1,282,500 cubic metres of 
sanitary sewage annually, with 
about 30 to 40 per cent of that 
volume being additional flows 
resulting from inflow and infil-

tration from snowmelt, rainwa-
ter and groundwater entering 
the sewer system.

The extra flow results in about 
$450,000 to $650,000 in addi-
tional treatment costs every year 
for the township. The 2019 study 
recommended a more detailed 
investigation was necessary.

“The funds allocated for the 
2022 project will be dedicated to 
more detailed investigation as 
recommended in the 2019 study,” 
said Jeff Molenhuis, Director of 
Public Works and Engineering, 
in his report.

“This will include project plan-
ning and site investigation, such 
as dye and smoke testing result-
ing in the establishment of an 
annual program for the repair/
rehabilitation efforts to reduce 
inflow and infiltration in specific 
areas.”

Staff issued a Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) online through the 
township’s online e-bidding 

website. By the time of close on 
April 1, there were seven pro-
posal takers, and two proposals 
submitted. In addition to the GM 
Blue Plan Engineering, Civica 
Waste Management Solutions 
from Vaughan also made a sub-
mission.

Engineering staff reviews and 
evaluated the proposals based 
on the following: company pro-
file / team structure / staff quali-
fications (20 per cent weighting), 
understanding, approach and 
methodology (25), experience 
and references (15), schedule 
and work plan (15) and fee es-
timate (25).

Staff concluded that GM Blue 
Plan Engineering Limited was 
the highest-ranking proposal 
and recommended the company 
for the job.

“GM Blue Plan Engineering 
Limited demonstrated a com-
prehensive understanding of the 
scope of the study requested and 
addressed the scope anticipated 

for this project within their pro-
posal,” said Molenhuis.

“In addition, GM Blue Plan En-
gineering has completed nu-
merous inflow and infiltration 
assessments and provided work 
plans and recommendations to 
municipalities across the prov-
ince and therefore possess the 
qualifications and experience 
necessary to successfully com-
plete this program.”

The cost is estimated to stay 
within the budgeted amount of 
$200,000.

Wilmot awards sanitary sewer 
systems study to GM Blue Plan 
Engineering



14 Thursday, May 26, 2022 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

www.josslin.com
1  888  567  7546•• •

24
 H

OUR CLAIM
  ASSISTANCE

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale 
(NHMRS) event will return in person for 
the next two days after a two-year hiatus.

“We are excited to be back at the New 
Hamburg fairgrounds,” said John Reimer, 
the NHMRS organizing team chair. “While 
we pivoted and had online auctions in 
2020 and 2021, nothing beats a tea ball 
or doughnut enjoyed while watching the 
quilt auction in person.”

Event organizers will be holding a hy-
brid, in-person and online Treasure Trove 
auction on Friday, May 27, starting at 6:30 
p.m., featuring vintage quilts, two restored 
tractors, furniture, experiences, collect-
ables and more. The famous quilt auction 
will take place on Saturday, May 28, at 8:30 
a.m.

The work and play outdoor auction, fea-
turing home and garden equipment, hard-
ware, sporting goods, and more, will start 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday and allow in-per-
son bidding only.

This year, a generous donor will match the 
winning bid of the feature quilt, Glimps-
es of Nepal, at NHMRS quilt auction. The 
matching donation is in memory of Selina 
and Tony Brubacher. Selina was an avid 
quilter and Tony volunteered countless 
hours for NHMRS.

Other new additions this year include a 
traditional hymn singing in the grand-
stand (right after the Treasure Trove auc-

tion), St. John Ambulance therapy dogs 
on Saturday morning and an expanded 
Kid Zone including a scavenger hunt with 
prizes of NHMRS treats.

Those attending are asked to bring emer-
gency supplies to help fill containers for 
Ukraine. “Ukraine has a massive need, and 
we need your help filling these containers 
with relief kits, hygiene kits and especially 
soap,” said event organizers in a release.

John Head, executive director of the Men-
nonite Central Committee (MCC) On-
tario said he is inspired and humbled by 
the number of volunteers and attendees 
year after year. He said, “For 56 years, the 
community has worked tirelessly to make 
this a joyful and successful event. We are 
so grateful for all those who put so much 
time and energy into making this happen.”

Attendees are invited to a behind-the-
scenes tour of the MCC’s new material re-
sources warehouse, located at 65 Heritage 
Avenue in New Hamburg from 12 p.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturday. The tour will allow at-
tendees to see how the supplies that MCC 
sends worldwide offer comfort to families 
facing disaster or crisis in Syria, Ukraine 
and other places.

The New Hamburg Relief Sale will be 
held at the fairgrounds in New Hamburg, 
off Highway 7 & 8 on Friday, May 27 (5 
p.m. to 9 p.m.) and Saturday, May 28 (7 
a.m. to early afternoon). Visit www.nhmrs.
com for more details.

The New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale to return 
in person after two-year hiatus

The New Hamburg Mennonite Relief sale features beautiful textile art, auctions, delicious 
food and fun activities. MCC Photo.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Poor and careless driving behaviours 
have contributed to the majority of the 
107 fatalities on Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP)-patrolled roads so far this year. 
This marks the highest motor vehicle fa-
tality rate in a decade.

“Not since 2012 has the number of people 
killed in road collisions reached the 100 
mark by the second week of May,” said the 
OPP in the release.

The OPP has responded to 88 fatal colli-
sions so far this year. There were 75 such 
collisions at this time last year.

Two driving behaviours stood out in this 

year’s preventable road deaths. Fatalities 
linked to driver inattention are up 79 per 
cent over this time last year, with the loss 
of 25 lives to date. There were 14 such 
deaths last year at this time. Alcohol/
drug-related fatalities are also up, with 
the 15 people killed marking a 36 per cent 
increase over last year’s 11 deaths at this 
time.

Twenty seven speed-related fatalities are 
not far off last year’s mark and continue 
to take the greatest toll among the poor 
driving behaviours. There were also 15 
seat belt-related deaths this year, marking 
a slight increase over last year.

The OPP released the data ahead of 

Canada Road Safety Week, which took 
place from May 17 to May 23. It is a na-
tional campaign led by the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police, aimed at 
making Canada’s roads the safest in the 
world.

During the campaign, the OPP joined 
national policing partners to conduct ro-
bust enforcement/education around inat-
tentive/distracted driving, speeding and 
other aggressive driving, alcohol/drug 
impaired driving, seatbelt compliance and 
other risky road behaviours.

The theme for the campaign is “Safer You. 
Safer Me.” The theme serves to emphasize 
that the decisions drivers make not only 

affect them but also their passengers, oth-
er drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians.

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) also announced that they took 
part in Canada Road Safety Week, and 
that officers participated in several en-
forcement efforts surrounding road safety 
initiatives.

“Road safety is a key priority of the Police 
Service. When you get behind the wheel, 
the decisions you make not only affect you, 
but the lives of everyone you share the 
road with,” said WRPS Police Chief Bryan 
Larkin. “It is vital that we all work togeth-
er to keep our roads as safe as possible so 
we can save lives and reduce injuries.”

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Grants are available to support homeown-
ers and farmers in the Grand River water-
shed, including in Wilmot and Wellesley 
townships, who are interested in well 
projects on their property.

“Wells need to be maintained properly and 
tested regularly in order to provide safe 
drinking water, and to protect ground-
water resources,” said Louise Heyming, 

Supervisor of Conservation Outreach at 
the Grand River Conservation Authority 
(GRCA). Well owners are encouraged to 
get their water tested through local public 
health units. 

The GRCA delivers grant programs that 
support the cost of properly decommis-
sioning, and in some areas, upgrading pri-
vate drinking water wells to current stan-
dards. Since 1998, the GRCA has delivered 
grants to support 775 well upgrades and 

more than 1,000 well decommissioning 
projects across the watershed. 

The municipally-funded Rural Water 
Quality Program (RWQP) provides grants 
that will cover up to 100 per cent of the 
cost associated with well upgrades and de-
commissioning. Maximum grant amounts 
and eligibility criteria vary by munici-
pality. Funding support is provided by 
the Region of Waterloo, City of Hamilton, 
as well as the counties of Wellington, 

Dufferin, Brant and Haldimand.

For more information on the Rural Water 
Quality Program, grant rates and eligibil-
ity, contact the GRCA at ruralwater@gran-
driver.ca or call 519-621-2761 and ask 
to speak to a Conservation Specialist. To 
learn more about the services and grants 
that are available through the GRCA, 
please visit www.grandriver.ca/ruralwater.

Preventable road deaths set for 10-year high

Grants available for well projects in Grand River 
watershed

Canada Road Safety Week took place from May 17 to May 23

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff 

The Waterloo-Oxford Music Department held a brand new 
event in Kirkpatrick Park in New Hamburg on Tuesday, May 
24. The event was called Choirs in the Park and featured four 
choirs from W-O Music performing at the gazebo near the New 
Hamburg dam.

 It was a brand new concert event, born out of the need to en-
sure the event would be able to occur due to the uncertainty of 
COVID-19 restrictions.

The four choirs included the school's Concert and Chamber 
Choirs plus their alto and soprano choir, Appassionata, and the 
tenor and bass choir, Intrepid. Each choir was directed by W-O 
Music teacher, Sue Millar Idsinga and featured a variety of in-
struments and soloists in support of the choirs. 

Head of Music at W-O, Mark Domm said, “We weren't sure what 
to expect for a crowd tonight, but it was great to see so many 
people from the community out here supporting these kids.”

The event was well attended with over 200 people in the audi-
ence and more than 60 performers for this free concert.

The event was so successful that Domm mentioned there's 
a good chance this might become an annual event. “It's been 
such a rough couple years for these students. They've missed 
so much. It was great to see and hear them get an opportunity 
like this again.”

This isn't the end of the W-O Music department's concert sea-
son. The group heads off on a tour of the area's elementary 
schools on Friday, followed by an instrumental concert at Nith-
view Home on Tuesday, May 31 and their main concert event at 
W-O called Fanfare on Thursday, May 2. Tickets are still avail-
able for that concert and can be purchased at the school.

Choirs In the Park

The Choirs in the Park concert at Kirkpatrick Park in New Hamburg on Tuesday, May 24. (Photo credit: Facebook/
Carolyn Massel)
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North Easthope antique tractors in Wellesley

You may have thought a “mustang” was a popular ford car or a wild horse, but this is the 
name of Bill MacMillans Massey-Harris tractor. It was popular in the early 1950’s, and would 
have anywhere between 25 and 30 horsepower. The tractor would often be used to scuffle 
corn or other row crops. Bill and his wife Elaine, now live in Wellesley, but resided most of 
their life on the corner of the MacMillan farm east of Hampstead. Bill spent most of his time 
in a truck throughout his life, including many years with his own EGG transport business. 
Part of his retired social life includes having breakfast and lunch with friends that are mem-
bers of the North Easthope tractor club. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Members of the North Eathope Antique Tractor club at Schmidtsville in Wellesley last week 
for their breakfast get-together. (Photo credit: Gary West)

By Gary West

Members of the North Easthope Antique 
Tractor club (N.E.A.T.) were in Wellesley 

last week. They were welcomed by the 
fantastic cooks at Schmidtsville restau-
rant. Even though the weather was cool 

and damp, a few farmers did drive in with 
their tractors of years gone by. More than 
50 members enjoyed the breakfast at the 

large banquet facility downstairs, and 
learned their next get-together will be at 
Ron Neeb’s family farm north of Gadshill.

Tavistock church yard sale to take place on June 4

By Gary West

Mark your calendars for June 4th, when an 
annual tradition at Grace United Church 
will take place. It’s the annual yard sale 
and will be held in Zion hall.

The event will feature a mixture of mer-

chandise of books, toys, dishes, plants, 
flowers, and other kitchen items, as well 
as small wooden furniture, jewellery, tools 
and some vintage antique pieces.

Both Mary Boland and Susan Pellow, who 
are helping to organize and co-ordinate 

the church’s yard sale, said the event has 
been held for 12 years in conjunction with 
many other community-wide yard sales 
and always held the first weekend in June.

The annual fundraiser will have a special 
feature this year as it includes a Vintage 

Paragon Boy Scouts tea cup and saucer 
(two sets), by appointment to her majesty 
The Queen 1960’s era.

Sale hours at Grace will be from 8:00 am 
to 1 pm when the remaining unsold items 
will be donated to a local thrift store.

Susan Pellow and Mary Boland advertise a Tavistock annual yard sale, which will take place at Grace United Church on June 
4. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Vintage tea cup and saucer to be sold at Grace United 
Church’s yard sale.
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ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

Providing Sand & Gravel Aggregates
Fast, easy ordering | Pick up or delivery

VISIT US AT: WWW.RRSANDANDGRAVEL.COMTOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12 
BRIGHT, ON 

PERTH LINE 26, STRATFORD 
519-590-1029     

~  N O  J O B  T O O  B I G  O R  S M A L L  ~

S A N D  &  G R A V E L           
P R O D U C T S

T O P  S O I L

H O P P E R  A V A I L A B L E   
F O R  L A N E W A Y  G R A V E L

No Matter the project, we’ve got the aggregates for the 
task. From roads to landscaping to playground 

foundations, our products will help you get the job done

C O M M E R C I A L  |  I N D U S T R I A L  
A G R I C U L T U R A L  |  R E S I D E N T I A L

A trailer was found in Tavistock on Friday, April 20. Witnesses told The Gazette the truck 
driver stopped the vehicle, proceeded to unhook the trailer, and drove off. (Photo credit: 
Lee Griffi)

Trailer ditched on road 
in Tavistock

A Perth County pork producing family was pictured on a President’s Choice grocery trans-
port truck, heading east through Tavistock last week. The Gord Player family, farm just 
outside of Gadshill in Perth East township, and have been breeding and marketing pork all 
their life. The family supplies PC brand pork, and is featured on the company’s advertising 
for pork to convince shoppers to buy local. (Photo credit: Gary West)

The Gord Player family 
on the move
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By Scott Dunstall

As the $500 Early Bird draw for the Op-
timists of New Hamburg Vehicle (a 2021 
Jeep Trail Hawk) Campaign looms on the 
horizon for June 7th, we spoke with Nan-
cy Sutherland, who is the President and 
CEO of The Sunshine Foundation of Can-
ada and a key recipient of the funding 
the campaign generates.

WTG: Can you first tell us when the foun-
dation was launched in Canada, and what 
is the driving force behind its creation?

The Sunshine Foundation of Canada was 
founded in October 1987 by a London, 
ON police officer and his wife, as a trib-
ute to their son, who had passed away 
from muscular dystrophy. He wanted to 
contribute towards children like his, to 
be able to live their dreams. Sunshine 
was established with the support of vol-
unteers from across Canada, and we are 
proud to say that we are still a volun-
teer-driven organization, supported by 
passionate individuals across Canada.

In the first month of its establishment, 
Sunshine flew 203 children from Lon-
don to Walt Disney World® in Florida. 
By the year 1990, we had bloomed into 
a truly national foundation with eight lo-
cal chapters across the country, and were 
running both our programs, Sunshine 
Dreams, and Sunshine DreamLift.

WTG: Can you tell us how long you’ve 
been leading the Sunshine Foundation 
of Canada and what brought you to this 
role?

I’ve been with Sunshine for almost 14 
years now.

In fact, I was first brought into the orga-
nization as a volunteer board member. 
The then board was looking for some-
one with HR competencies, which was 
my career at the time. Also, I have been 
a long-time volunteer within the disabil-
ity field through my brother, David, who 
has physical and intellectual disabilities. 
One of the board members knew of me, 
my work, and my background, and I was 
brought onto the board in August 2005. 
Eventually, I moved into the role of Pres-
ident and CEO in 2008.

WTG: Can you describe the main things 
the foundation offers kids?

The Sunshine Foundation of Canada 
changes the lives of children and youth 
living with severe physical disabilities 
across Canada. We serve children and 
youth ages 7-18, helping them build con-
fidence, independence, and optimism to 
boost their mental health and inspire 
their future goals.

We have two dream programs at Sun-
shine: Sunshine Dreams and Sun-
shine DreamLifts. The Sunshine Dream 
Program is an individual experience, 
dreamed by a child, and brought to life 
by our dedicated team of dream makers. 
These experiences are as unique as the 
kids who dream

them, and range from adapted sports 

equipment, to outdoor adventures, to 
pursuing a creative passion, and so much 
more. Our second program Sunshine 
DreamLifts, currently on hold owing to 
uncertain circumstances, are a whirlwind 
adventure where we take a plane full of 
Sunshine Dreamers to DisneyWorld for a 
day – a day of YES!

The Sunshine Dream Program offers 
children and youth life-changing oppor-
tunities that help boost their future and 
their mental wellbeing. Without Sun-
shine, many of these youth see them-
selves as having a disability first, and 
being a societal contributor second. Sun-
shine shifts that paradigm, and allows 
youth to gain confidence, and see them-
selves differently as someone who can 
versus someone who cannot.

WTG: One of the more exciting and ful-
filling moments must be when you in-
form the kids and families that they have 
been selected for a Dream or DreamLift. 
How does that process work?

It is definitely a very exciting start to a 
journey which we cover together in a col-
laborative manner with the family. Once 
the child is medically approved, the fam-
ily is contacted by our Programs Team, 
and the finer nuances of the dream being 
fulfilled are then discussed. While ear-
lier, we contacted them via letters, now 
we communicate with the family and the 
dreamer via video calls. We discuss ev-
ery element of the dream, be it creating 
a personal den for the child, a backyard 
therapeutic spa tub, setting up a meeting 
with the child’s role model, a bedroom 
makeover, or any other detail.

WTG: Like all Non-Profits during the 
pandemic, new ways of generating inter-
est and donations evolved as time moved 

on. Can you tell us what the foundation 
did during this time to change gears?

For 35 years now (and counting), Sun-
shine has created more than 8,800 
life-changing experiences for children 
across Canada, and coordinated 64 Sun-
shine DreamLifts to Disney in planes full 
of Sunshine kids. With travel restrictions, 
Sunshine had to pause DreamLifts and 
focus on fulfilling individual dreams for 
Sunshine Dreamers.

In-person fundraising events were also 
paused during the pandemic. To ensure 
we found a way to continue raising funds 
to fulfill dreams, we hosted four virtu-
al fundraising events: Splash for Kids, 
Stream for Dreams and two virtual con-
certs. Splash for Kids is a Canada-wide 
virtual peer-to-peer fundraising event 
focused on inclusive water-related chal-
lenges for families and corporate teams. 
Stream for Dreams is a month-long 
livestreaming campaign on the platform 
Twitch, wherein digital streamers sup-
port us by organizing online fundraising 
streams. These “streaming charity events” 
can be related to music, gaming, or just 
about anything that the influencer wish-
es to organize for their followers. Our 
other two virtual events featured Colin 
James and Jim Cuddy as headlining acts 
– bringing entertainment and a sense of 
togetherness to our donors during the 
pandemic.

In November 2021, with ease in provin-
cial restrictions, we hosted a hybrid event 
called The Sunshine Soirée, consisting of 
a national silent auction (online), and an 
in-person event to celebrate the Honour-
able Mayor Ed Holder with the Wayne C. 
Dunn Spirit of Service Award for his 25 
years of service and support to Sunshine. 
It was a grand evening of music and fun 

conversation hosted by London Sunshine 
Dream recipient, Owen McGonigal, radio 
personality Mike Stubbs, and Nick Papa-
rella of CTV London.

Sunshine has always had strong fiscal 
management, preparing us to achieve 
success even within a global pandemic. 
Sunshine’s ability to be nimble and cre-
ative ensured we never wavered in our 
mission of fulfilling dreams for the de-
serving kids and youth we serve.

WTG: Can you cite any occasions where 
local children in the surrounding New 
Hamburg area have participated in a 
Sunshine Foundation event?

Over the years, Sunshine has been for-
tunate to support over 80 children living 
in New Hamburg and the surrounding 
region through our programs. Commit-
ted community groups, like The Opti-
mist Club of New Hamburg, have made 
this possible. There are countless Dream 
stories to share of impacted community 
members, but one that stands out is Ed-
win’s (name changed to protect privacy) 
dream in 2016. Edwin’s dream was to at-
tend the Gwen Stefani & Eve concert in 
Toronto. Edwin was born with no eyes, 
and has loved Eve’s music since he was 
five years old. As a surprise on the day of 
the concert, Edwin not only attended the 
concert, but also met Eve backstage. The 
photos of this experience capture true 
joy and conveys the impact a moment can 
make on someone’s life.

WTG: How do families apply to have 
their child considered for these programs 
and activities?

Families are typically referred to us by 
designated Referral Partners (medical 
professionals), based on our set eligibil-
ity criteria such as the age, disability, etc.

WTG: What happens once Sunshine re-
ceives a completed Sunshine Dream ap-
plication?

We are a child-centric organization, and 
work with children who can formulate 
and express their goals and dreams. 
The family is involved throughout the 
dream-building process to support, but 
we ensure that the dream request is the 
child’s. Once all the details of the dream 
are discussed, we reach out to the re-
quired vendors and community support-
ers. When all the dream elements are 
ready, a final Dream Presentation (reveal 
for the child) is offered, and takes place 
on a day chosen by the child.

The Dream Presentation is a very inti-
mate and exciting moment for the child, 
their family and close friends, so we 
make sure that their privacy is respected.

WTG: Who can/How can someone refer a 
child for a Sunshine Dream?

We have long-standing relationships 
with key Referral Partners across the 
country, primarily at Children’s Hospi-
tals and pediatric Rehabilitation Centres. 
Children are identified, and referred to 
us by medical professionals.

The Optimist Club of New Hamburg and The Sunshine 
Foundation of Canada band together for kids in need

Terry Broda, 2021 Campaign Chair, and Mark Weber, Club President, present $5000 from the 
2021 Optimist Vehicle Campaign to Sunshine Foundation of Canada President and CEO, 
Nancy Sutherland. (Photo contributed)
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Tree down during storm in New Hamburg 

Residents on Wilmot Street, New Hamburg surveyed a basswood tree that was uprooted during the windy thunderstorm on Saturday, May 21. There were several power outages that af-
fected local homeowners, which also caused the lights on Nafziger Road by the rail tracks to malfunction.

Another tree was downed on David Street in Wellesley, resting on the electrical wires. (Photo 
credit: Kathy Becker) 

Hydro lines and hydro poles are being reinstalled Monday afternoon, May 23, to bring power 
back to residents in the area on Queen Street, north of New Dundee. (Photo credit: Gary West)

The aftermath of Saturday’s storm, with a bale wagon on its side near Shakespeare. (Photo 
credit: Gary West)

There were some road closures in the area after the storm blew through early Saturday af-
ternoon, as with Road 106 south east of Shakespeare. After hydro crews arrived on Sunday 
afternoon, the road was reopened. (Photo credit: Gary West)
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Shakespeare Optimist Club past president Russ Huber presents Dr. Geza Wordofa, founder 
of the Huron-Perth Multicultural Association, with a self-made “wind-whirl” in the colours 
of the Ukraine. Dr. Wordofa had just come from Toronto’s Pearson airport where he trans-
ported a newly arrived Ukrainian family to their new home in Listowel. He was the club's 
dinner guest speaker and talked about how important it is for organizations to get involved 
to support the Ukrainian people fleeing the war-torn country. He said he has never seen the 
resilience and determination of a people like the Ukrainian’s who will fight till they get their 
country’s sovereignty back again. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Dr. Geza Wordorfa speaks 
to Shakespeare Optimist 
members

By Lee Griffi

Mike Roth has been interested in bees since he was a 
teenager, and that interest has turned into ownership of 
Nith Valley Apiaries just outside New Hamburg.

“I had my first hives when I was 16, and I have been do-
ing it for 12 years now. I was searching for a way into 
farming, but traditional farming is very capital intensive 
and beekeeping had a bit of a backcountry allure. There 
was a minister at my parent’s church who was a beekeep-
er, so I had a way to learn about it. It kind of went from 
there,” says Roth.

The bee business can be volatile from time to time, and 
this spring, there have been reports across Ontario of 
anywhere from a 30 to 90 percent kill rate from hives. 
Roth says it is crucial for beekeepers to do their due 
diligence and take good care of their bees. “By the time 
the cold weather rolls around, even August, your deck is 
stacked for the winter. If you have been diligent with your 
mite management and have kept your bees relatively dis-
ease-free, healthy, and fed. You will already have a really 
good idea how they are going to winter.” Roth adds if you 
haven’t covered the bases on the parasite end, there isn’t 
a lot that can be done by September and October.

Roth says he did lose some of his bees during the off-
season, but he sees it as a learning experience. “We are 
somewhere in the mid-forties for loss, which is not great, 
but it is manageable. I think one of the biggest things a 
beekeeper can do is take notes during the season and 
go through them methodically during the winter and 
compare them. I can identify several trends that let to 
better and poorer wintering in different yards.” He adds 
that self-responsibility is a very big part of beekeeping. 

“The trouble is that you have one year to get it right. It’s 
not like learning to tie your shoe where you keep trying 
over and over again. You wait the year until you can try it 
again,” he adds.

He says there are two options after losing a good chunk of 

bees in the offseason and it’s not an easy decision. “With 
honeybees you can split hard in a year and increase your 
hive numbers, or you can hold back on the honey, it’s hard 
to do both. Our business model requires honey, so we are 
doing a little bit of splitting and a bunch of beaning for 
enough honey production to carry us through the winter.”

Beekeeping is considered a very technical, scientific in-
dustry, but Roth sees it a bit differently. “Science has come 
a long way, but it’s art and craft and being in tune with the 
signs from the hives early to know if something is going 
down. Science can help, but there is a big intuitive factor 
that takes time and a lot of mistakes to really get good at.”

There is no doubt Roth loves what he does, but he is 
thankful that it is a seasonal profession. “By the time 
the fall comes around, I am tired of any buzzing insects, 
but this time of year, I am pumped to see the bees flying 
again. I think there is a big part of that cycle that is built 
into the human psyche, to be in a cyclical type of farm 
work.” In the winter, he does some mechanical projects 
and woodworking. “Making products with insects in the 
fields in nature then in the shop and delivering honey 
with customer interactions. A really good variety, I think, 
is the biggest draw for me and it’s appreciated work. We 
have a lot of support for our product,” he adds.

Roth produced his first honey to sell in 2016 and now 
offers several interesting products. “I have liquid honeys 
like summer blossom, spring wildflower, and huckleberry 
swamp, which is from a large wetland north of Stratford.” 
Other products include flavoured cream honeys with gin-
ger, cinnamon cocoa, and seasonal flavours like elderber-
ry and strawberry as well as beeswax products like soap, 
deodorant, and candles. His products can be found at var-
ious locations across The Gazette’s reading area.

Beekeeping – Hard Work and Heart

Sign workers were busy on Sunday, May 22, hoisting the latest new sign on the recently 
opened Raja restaurant in downtown Tavistock. The restaurant serves Thai and Indian cui-
sine. (Photo credit: Gary West)

New signage for Tavistock’s 
newest restaurant

Mike Roth of Nith Valley Apiaries.
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Across
1. Applaud
5. Kind of blocker
9. Humiliate
14. French novelist Pierre
15. Business V.I.P.
16. Spade player
17. Small �eld
18. Apple variety
19. Bonkers
20. Moscato, Pinot Grigio or Riesling
22. Bordeaux region wine grape
24. Fire starter
26. See ya in Italy
27. Listening device
30. Capital city of Dominican Republic
33. Paci�c e.g.
36. Baseball feature
37. Du�er's challenge
38. Water carrier
40. Supple
43. ___ Spumante
44. Monthly money
45. Boy
46. Port, Madeira, Sherry e.g.
51. Wily
52. Italian bread
53. Skewered Thai dish
56. Manatee lookalike
58. Gauge
60. Oohed and ___
63. Norse war god
65. Beseech
66. Sphere
67. Pre�x with graph
68. Galileo's birthplace
69. Looks out for, maybe
70. Nose-in-the-air type
71. Dines

Down
1. Cat's scratcher
2. Scottish bodies of water
3. Hoisted, nautically
4. Some depictions of Mary
5. Plead
6. Test
7. Business with many cells
8. Tick, e.g.
9. Flowering
10. Sack
11. Back, in a way
12. Fall from grace
13. Informal greeting
21. Wipe clean
23. Indochinese language
25. Kind of pad
27. Become a member
28. Color-changing lizard
29. Enticed, with "in"
31. Summer shade
32. "___ alive!"
33. Lots
34. Artist's stand
35. Impatient
39. Frank McCourt memoir
40. "Fantasy Island" prop
41. Resting places
42. Recipe direction
44. Tutsi or Hutu national
47. Dodges
48. 18-wheeler
49. USO attendees
50. Treeless plain
54. Skylit rooms
55. Brewer's need
56. Card balance
57. Copter's forerunner
59. Scandinavian area rugs
60. ___ Khan
61. Pastor's garb
62. Cultivate
64. Collar
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

COMMUNITY —
Canadian Blood Services: 
Amélie’s Story

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The need for blood donations is ongoing. 
According to Maureen Macfarlane of the 
Canadian Blood Services, the organiza-
tion has had the pleasure of working with 
many recipients of this life saving product 
who are willing to share their story. The 
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will feature 
these stories each week.

Amélie’s Story

They say that a split second can change 
your life forever. That was certainly the 
case for this Canadian family in spring 
of 2020. It was mid-afternoon and Leslie 
Bangamba was loading her dishwasher, 

when her 18-month-old daughter Amélie 
suddenly collapsed. Upon admission, an 
X-ray revealed a foreign object had been 
ingested and was wreaking havoc on her 
tiny body. An extensive cardiac surgery 
determined that the foregin object Amé-
lie had swallowed was a button battery. “In 
the operating room alone, Amélie received 
4.2 litres of blood. Without blood donors, 
our little girl wouldn’t have survived!” said 
Leslie (Amélie's Mom). Amélie was in the 
ICU for 11 days and received a plethora of 
transfusions, draining old blood from sur-
gery and replacing lost platelets. Amélie is 
now home, happy and dancing, thanks to 
blood donors.

Pet of the Week
ROSA

Our Pet of the Week is Rosa. 
Rose is a 3 month old Fox Red 

Labrador Retriever and little sis-
ter of Myla (Golden Retriever). 
She loves chewing on bones, 

naps, and her kibble most of all! 
Rosa is owned by the Clarke 

family of New Hamburg.
Nominate your Pet of the Week by    

emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com
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COMMUNITY —

The three iconic Baden Flax mill silos were in the process of being demolished as of last 
week. (Photo credit: Marilyn Santos)

This bald eagle was spotted in a tree in New Hamburg the morning of Wednesday, May 18. 
(Photo credit: Facebook/Larry Niebergall)

Baden silos demolishedBald eagle spotted in 
New Hamburg

75 years of memories in Shakespeare on June 11th

Pictured at the Shakespeare Brewery hop-patio last week are the field day team sampling 
some of the “Field Day 75” brew, which will be made available on June 11.

The brewmasters of the SCAA helping in the brewing of the 75th anniversary light beer. Left to 
right, Katie and Ayden Gautreau, Deb Bell, Amy Simons, Amy Taylor, Terri Reis and Gary West.

By Gary West

The Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association (SCAA) will be brewing up a 
storm on June 11th in Shakespeare. This 
day marks the 75th anniversary of the 
organizations’ “Field Day” and “fish fry” 
which has been held since 1947 in the vil-
lage.

The event will include a firefighter break-
fast in the Optimist hall, a soap-box derby 
(get your entry’s built), ball games, a pa-
rade featuring local bands, frog and chil-
dren races, a large silent auction, a free 
Optimist club mid-way, fish fry (tickets 
available), announcement of the 50/50 
draw winner, cash-cab show and then fire-

works to close the day off.

New this year will be a special beer, called 
“Field Day 75,” (years of memories) made 
by the Shakespeare Brewing Company, es-
pecially for that day. It will be sold for all to 
try at the beer garden.

Brewery owners Ayden and Katie 

Gautreau, said that all ingredients are lo-
cally grown within 75 kilometres, whether 
it be the malt barley or the hops or oth-
er ingredients. All proceeds from the day 
go to park improvements and support 
for sports teams who play in the village 
throughout the year.
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FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL
ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

106 William Street South, Tavistock
Welcome to 106 William Street South Tavistock- Absolutely one of the most charming character 
houses in Tavistock- Located on a 107.60 X 200 foot lot, enjoy your private oasis in your beautiful 
landscaped private rear yard with mature trees; lily pond, gazebo and porch’s - this stunning 2 
storey brick home offers approximately 3100 square feet of living space, plus a detached garage 
with an upper loft, ideal for a granny suite , measuring approximately 36 x 24. If you have always 
dreamed of owning your own Century home, then this is certainly one home you do not want to 
miss viewing. This stunning 4 bedroom home offers so much for your growing family. Features 
of this lovely home include, natural wood trim, wood floors, back sun room to enjoy you morning 
coffee, formal dining room, formal living room, main floor family room , main floor laundry, primary 
bedroom with ensuite bath. Do not dream and wish any more, call to view this amazing home today. 
MLS#40252064 $1,200,000

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

PROPERTIES NEEDED! - Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock and 
surrounding areas. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your house is worth 
in today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 or Res: 
519-655-2548 or email mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

NEW LISTING - 73 HOPE STREET EAST TAVISTOCK
Welcome to 73 Hope Street East, located in the lovely town of Tavistock and is within 
commuting distance to the Kitchener Waterloo area, Stratford, Woodstock or London. 
This 3 bedroom, 1.5 storey brick home is within walking distance to the public school, 
arena and shopping. Whether you are a first time home buyer, an investor looking for an 
income property or a family looking for a 3 bedroom home, this is one home you do not 
want to miss viewing. This great family home located on a 82.50 x 108.81 x 78.70 x 94.96 
lot, offers 3 bedrooms, with potential for a 4th in the unfinished attic area, 1.5 baths, 
dining room, main floor family room, spacious living room with wood floors, back deck, 
ideal for visits with friends.
MLS# 40262061 $499,900

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY MAY 28TH • 1:30-3:00 PM
HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY - SALES REP

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY MAY 28TH • 10:30-12:00 noon
HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY & TOM BROOKS - SALES REPS

By Jessica Harvey

A sign of things returning to normal is the comeback of 
events such as the Tavistock Optimist Club’s annual park-
fest.

According to Optimist Jesse Weicker, “the last two years it 
has been cancelled due to COVID, and we are excited to 
get back into the community with this event.”

The event will see magician and comedian Peter Mennie 
host two shows in the Pavilion (12:30 / 2:30) at the Opti-
mist Park on Saturday June 4.

There will also be two bouncy castles as well as face 
painting and wagon rides. The event, hosted by the Op-
timist Club will be a free event running from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The Optimist Food trailer will be open as well as the 
food booth in the park.

This is also the date of the town wide garage sales which 
will see the streets bustling with people looking to find a 
bargain! It is great to see these events return to the com-
munity.

Tavistock's annual 
parkfest returns

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 
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If you are one of the many 
would-be travellers currently 
spooked by the idea of negoti-
ating major airports, Branson, 
Missouri, is probably high on 
your list of places to go. You can 
get there in two, eight-hour days 
on the road or via one of the 
thousands of bus tours.

So many people choose one of 
these options that this town of 
barely over 11,000 people can 
host over 8 million visitors in a 
good year.

Why? The easy answer is, 
Branson boasts of being “The 
Live Music Show Capital of the 
World.” There are dozens and 
dozens of theatres in town, of-
fering about 100 live shows this 
year. The performances cover 
the spectrum of live, middle-of-
the-road, popular music – you’re 
unlikely to find opera or very 
much hip hop, but there’s a lot 
of country, classic rock and pop 
tribute shows, musical theatre 
and gospel, as well as some 
comedy. This year, a sampling 
of the shows on offer include 
Dolly Parton’s Stampede Din-
ner and Show, Anthems of Rock, 
Presleys’ Country Jubilee, Terry 
Bradshaw Live, Back to the Bee 
Gees, The Texas Tenors, Dublin’s 

Irish Tenors and the Celtic La-
dies, and Oak Ridge Boys Live.

Presleys’ Country Jubilee is the 
oldest show in Branson, star-
ring the Presley family (no re-
lation to Elvis, by the way), who 
originally staged performances 
in underground caverns in the 
Ozarks.

So visitors do come for the 
music. But they also come be-
cause Branson feels like a safe, 
non-threatening environment. 
Tourism representatives in 
Branson will boast that their 
community is all about “faith, 
flag and family.” One local clar-
ified this for me, though, admit-
ting, “We like to include Jesus in 
everything … but not too much.”

I have to add a codicil – “safe, 
non-threatening” may mean 
something different to Cana-
dians. On the main street in 
Branson, I noticed a good num-
ber of beautiful little handbags 
on sale in the store windows – 
and then realized they weren’t 
normal purses; they were “con-
cealed carry” bags, so women 
could look stylish while packing 
a handgun. In this town, they 
remove profanity from musical 
theatre lyrics, but they’re fine 
with weaponry.

While Branson may be best 
known for its music shows, 
there is a lot more here. One of 
the most surprising attractions 
is the Titanic Museum (yes, that 
Titanic), a terrific museum that 
is all about the most famous 
shipwreck in history.

The museum – which you can’t 
miss, since it looks like the prow 
of the doomed ship – holds 400 
artifacts in 20 galleries, and tells 
not only the big story of the ship 
itself, but the individual stories 
of many of the passengers. Some 

of the artifacts can bring a tear 
to your eye. I recommend this 
unexpected attraction.

And then there is golf. Plenty of 
golf, and much of it is very good. 
I have played at the Thousand 
Hills Golf Resort (a very chal-
lenging Par 64, featuring the 
iconic 9th hole, where the ele-
vated green is cut right into the 
rock face).

Branson Hills is a challenging 
18, but you can ignore your soar-
ing scores and enjoy the sheer 
beauty of the Ozark Mountains 
setting.

I loved the (admittedly expen-
sive) Buffalo Ridge course, built 
and owned by Johnny Morris, 
larger than life entrepreneur 
who founded Bass Pro Shops. 
And yes, there’s a larger-than-
life Bass Pro Shop in Branson.

Morris’ golf complex – all under 
the brand Big Cedar Lodge – in-
cludes several unique features, 
including the Top of the Rock Par 
Three course, one of the two fin-
est Par Three courses anywhere 
(the other, in my view, is “Three-
tops”, at the Treetops resort in 
Gaylord, Michigan). New, here, 
is Mountain Top Golf Course, a 
13-hole course that grew from 
a partnership between Mor-
ris and world-renowned golfer 
Gary Player. Why 13 holes? Be-
cause that suited the site best, 
they explain. Newer still is the 
Payne’s Valley course, named in 
honour of the late Payne Stew-
art, the first public access course 
designed by Tiger Woods (ad-
mittedly even more expensive, 
at $225US). It also doesn’t have 
18 holes – Johnny Morris added 
one more, a breath-taking, bo-
nus island green on a lake cut 
into Ozark mounting rock.

Even non-golfers will want to 

visit Big Cedar Lodge, because 
it’s also home to the Ancient 
Ozarks Natural History Muse-
um, the Lost Canyon Cave, and 
“Arnie’s Barn” Restaurant – a 
building that was originally a 
barn on Arnold Palmer’s prop-
erty, disassembled, transported, 
and rebuilt for Morris.

There are plenty of food-relat-
ed adventures in Branson. Lev-
el 2 Steakhouse offers amazing 
steaks – and your server will 
present you with a wide as-
sortment of steak knives from 
which to choose your weapon. 
At the other end of the dining 

scale, you’ll enjoy Billy Gail’s 
for breakfast or lunch – but only 
one or the other, because you’ll 
be served enough food for both. 
For barbecue southern style, try 
Danna’s BBQ and Burger Shop.

What you won’t find in Bran-
son are casinos or “gentlemen’s 
clubs” – this is a town serious 
about its family-friendly image, 
even if some of those families 
are packing heat.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: “Faith, flag and family” – the contradictions of Branson

By Paul Knowles

The 19th hole at Payne's Valley Golf Course in Branson.

Arnie's Barn Restaurant – bringing a big piece of Arnold Palmer memo-
rabilia to Branson.

The 9th hole at the Par Three Top of the Rock course.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MAY/JUNE 2022

Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

May 27th and May 28th

New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale

In-person event at the New Hamburg 
Fairgrounds put on by the Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC).

May 28th

Foxboro Green Yard Sale

From 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 2975 Erb’s 
Road West. Event is being put on for 
the first time since the start of being 
COVID-19 pandemic.

May 28th

Classic Car Show and Craft Market

Will take place at the Wellesley Com-
munity Centre, arena and picnic pavil-
ion. Proceeds will go to the Wellesley 
Township Recreation Centre.

May 28th

Let’s Tree Wilmot Tree Planting

Morning event from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and afternoon from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Schmidt Woods and Wilmot Rec-
reation Complex. Let’s Tree Wilmot 
plans to expand forest by planting 400 
native trees and shrubs. Rain or shine 

event. For details and to register go to 
letstreewilmot.ca.

May 28th and May 29th

Mental Health First Aid Course

Takes place both days from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Tavistock Memorial Hall. 
Focuses on four most common mental 
health disorders including substance 
related, mood related, anxiety and 
trauma related and psychotic disorders. 
Cost is $175 per person. To register, 
contact Krysta Clark at 226-898-5132 
or krystaclarkinstructor@gmail.com.

May 30th

Wilmot Council

Virtual meeting taking place starting at 
6:45 p.m. Visit www.wilmot.ca for more 
details.

June 1st

Bracelet Making Night

From 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. held over Zoom, 
for ages six and up to create morse 
code messages on bracelets. Materials 
provided and delivered. More infor-
mation is available on Instagram at @
wilmotsyouthactioncouncil.

June 1st

Cruzin’ At The Pond – Baden

We’re Back!  Wednesday Nights 
(weather permitting) starting June 1st, 
2022 through August. 4-9 pm.  Corner 
of Mill St. & Foundry. Great food by Pe-
tersburg Optimists.  Music, Door Prizes, 
50-50 draw.  Classic & unique vehi-
cles.  Most of all…great people. Take a 
walk down memory lane.  Spend your 
Wednesday evenings with us. Contact 
Helen for more info.  519-662-4089

June 4th

Grace United Church Yard Sale

Will take place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Grace United Church in Tavistock. 
Items up for sale will include books, 
toys, dishes, plants, flowers, and other 
kitchen items, as well as small wooden 
furniture, jewellery, tools and some 
vintage antique pieces.

June 4th

Wellesley Town Wide Garage Sale

Back after a two-year hiatus. Will take 
place in the Wellesley Arena from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. To book a free table 
email wellesleygaragesale@gmail.com.

June 6th

New Hamburg Firebirds Annual Gen-
eral Meeting

Annual General Meeting in the Wayne 
Roth meeting room at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex starting at 7 p.m. 
Come and learn more about the Fire-
birds, who they are, how they run and 
how to get involved.

June 6th

Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club Golf Tour-
nament

Takes place at the New Dundee Coun-
try Club. Scramble (best ball) golf 
tournament. 1 p.m. shotgun start, silent 
auction and raffles. Lunch is at noon 
(12 p.m.) and buffet dinner. Entry fee 
is $150 per player, includes golf, cart, 
lunch, dinner buffet, surprise gift and 
gift bag.

June 11th

SCAA Field Day 75

The Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association is partnering with Shake-
speare Brewing Company to create a 
new brew to honour the 75th field day 
celebration. It will take place in the 

ballpark and community centre. Parade 
starts at 1 p.m., the fish fry at 5 p.m., 
and fireworks at night. A large silent 
auction will be held in the Shake-
speare & District Optimist Hall.

June 14th

Blood Drive

Perth East Recreation Complex at 40 
Temperance Street in Milverton. Book-
ing times are available at www.blood.ca 
from 2 p.m. until about 8 p.m.

June 16th

Oxford Rural Entrepreneurs Net-
working Event

From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Quehl’s 
Restaurant in Tavistock. Refreshments 
provided. More information can be 
found at www.ruraloxford.ca/network-
ing.

June 21st

Wellesley Council

Virtual meeting taking place starting 
at 6:45 p.m. Visit www.wellesley.ca for 
more details.
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CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1) Orchid 

2) Southampton 

3) Nala

4) Denmark 

5) Windsor 

6) Wolf

7) 4

8) Mercury 

9) Lily

10) Pacific Ocean

Wanted: Old clocks and old wristwatch’s.
Also old radios, beer trays and local brewery 
items Kuntz and Huether.
Call 519-570-6920 Cash paid.

For Sale:
Equity Marketing. 2005 Lexus RX330 SUV
Certified. Clean $7,900 - 519-663-2266

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

COFFEE DELIVERY

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.655.2322
Tavistock Community Health, 80 Maria St., Tavistock

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Order Snapping Turtle coffee 
beans and k-cups for free 
delivery in Tavistock

Email tavistockgazette@rogers.com 
for more details

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 
CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 
TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH 
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

CONTACT US AT:
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

519-655-2341

• Return Address Envelopes
• Brochures
• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Custom Work Order Templates
• Gift Certifi cates
• Invoices
• Posters
• Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies

MAPLE SYRUP  

2022 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

& LANDSCAPING
Locally Owned & Operated
Commercial & Residential

Kyle Meadows • 519-801-5983
Shawn Murphy • 226-220-0292

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

Lawn Care Programs
Rolling, Aerating, Fertilizer, Weed Control, 

Overseeding, Concrete, Asphalt Sealing Crack 
Repair, Line Painting, Landscape Design & 

Construction Projects

LAWN MAINTENANCE

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!


